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Gladstone Park

We need your collective
voice/advocacy to help us protect
this entire Park for future
generations.

ik
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Parnell
Community
Committee Inc

19 November, 2013

Hon Chris Finlayson

Minister for Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations
Freepost Parliament

Private Bag 18 888,

Parliament Buildings Wellington 6160

Dear Minister,

Parnell: proposed Gladstone Park Treaty deal hits raw nerve

Our community group that has been in existence for over 30 years and remains a
very active and widely supported voice, wishes to convey our deep concern that
our government is considering using community facilities as ‘commercial’ redress
of an Iwi claim.

The properties affected are the Gladstone Park Tennis Club and the Gladstone Park
Childcare Centre (run by the Parnell Trust - our local community centre). These
facilities are used by a wide range of Aucklanders with the profits from the
childcare centre being used to support many community activities.

One of the most cherished parts of living in Parnell is seeing children learning to
play tennis on the weekend or adults enjoying the game at night time with the city
and Port lights sparkling beyond — both contribute immeasurably to the quest to
make Auckland a top ranking Liveable City. The land was allocated as a reserve
for community use in 1842, Ever since it has been a highly valuable and much
loved community/social amenity location which Auckland has considered to be
city owned public property.
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The recently notified Auckland Council Unitary Plan zoning is for Public Open
Space — Sport and Active Recreation and Community reflecting the long
established role of this land. To take away this community facility will be a major
shock to Aucklanders and their faith in their government.

The growth of Auckland has created the on-going priority to retain public land for
inter generational community benefit a need strongly endorsed by by the latest
population census data. (see Appendix 1)

Do you appreciate the commercial value of this land? Adjacent residential land
zoning is Town House and Apartment Buildings with a height control of 4-6
storeys. Just across the road from Gladstone Park an upmarket 5 storey block of 30
apartments has just gone to market — total retail value is $50m+ Without clear
direction from your Government we firmly believe Iwi will sell these two parcels
of land to a property developer (freehold tenure is the norm, not leasehold).

We believe it is vital that the Government resists surrendering its ownership of
high value public amenity land until the wider community and key organisations
have been consulted.This is something that should be decided upon by
Aucklanders.

We need your help to facilitate this request.

Regards,

Luke Niue

Chairman

Parnell Community Committee (Inc)
15 Alberon St

Parnell

Cc - Right Hon John Key, Prime Minister
- Paul Goldsmith
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Appendix 1
Population data from the latest Census:-

e The 2013 Census figures show the Auckland region had a census usually
resident population count of 1.42 million, up about 8 percent since 2006.
Just over half of New Zealand’s population growth since the last census
occurred in Auckland. Auckland's increasing dominance is now
longstanding. The region accounted for 51.1 per cent of the country's total
population growth between 1991 and 1996, 75.8 per cent of growth in the
next five years to 2001, 49.8 per cent of growth in the five years to 2006,
and 51.6 per cent of growth in the seven years since then."If you look at the
projections, at each five-year period we see that proportion increasing
gradually from about 55 per cent up to more than 60 per cent over the next
20 years," Mr. Dunstan said. Auckland Council chief planning officer Dr
Roger Blakeley has said a special Statistics NZ projection out to 2041
showed Auckland's share of national growth rising to 75 per cent

e All 21 local board areas in Auckland increased in population between 2006
and 2013. Waitemata (Parnell is in this ward), Upper Harbour, Rodney,
Howick, and Franklin grew particularly fast,” Government Statistician Liz
Macpherson said. Later this year the Unitary Plan team will publish the
estimated population growth levels for all wards, with the CBD and Quay
Park areas likely to continue to be significant residential growth areas.
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Hon. Chris Finlayson

Minister for Treaty Negotiations
Parliament Building

Private Bag

Wellington

Dear Minister
p Il Heri Inc - Glad Park

Parnell Heritage was established in early 2005 as an incorporated society by a group of people who cared
about New Zealand's first suburb. The society continues to attract new members and attendances at it's
public events. Parnell Heritage members work as volunteers to protect, support and learn about the
history, natural environment, buildings and the people who lived in the area. The emphasis is on heritage
while at the same time enhancing the lives of the people who live in Parnell,

Part of the history of Parnell is that the Crown owns the land that is extensively used by our community at
Gladstone Park as a Child Care and tennis courts facilities. Over the years of use by the community much
work and careful protection has occurred on a volunteer basis along with paying rent to the Auckland City
Council (currently Auckland Council) to administer the sites.

We have learned very recently that the Crown may transfer the ownership of Gladstone Park as part of a
Waitangi Treaty settlement to the Marutuahulwi.

Parnell Heritage supports Treaty Settlements as a natural justice process. It would be a matter of concern
if another wrong was done to remedy an earlier one, Our concern is over the possible land use
changethat could follow this transfer of ownership for Gladstone Park. That is, if the zoning changes
to allow commercial developments or commercial level rentals for the child care facility or tennis courts,
the costs will be too great for the community users to bear.

Of even more concern, with the loss of public ownership, Hong Kong style high rise apartments could be
built that would cast long shadows over the playground and child care centre. In addition, the expressed
wish by several Auckland suburbs in their submissions to the proposed Auckland Unitary Plan was that
developments from the harbour edge ‘are stepped up the slopes’ so that as one submitter noted -'the rest
of us aren’t left to look at the back of other buildings and not see the horizon'".

The government has other options to compensate the Marutuahuiwi appropriately and fairly. A financial
settlement or the offer of other land or a mix of alternatives could be explored by both sides.

Our community here in Parnell treasure Gladstone Park, use it for a variety of purposes and look to you
and other MPs, as representing the Crown owners, to be aware that our wish is for the park to be
preserved and protected for public recreational and community use.

Yours sincerely

2

Mary Barry, Chair’ Parnell Heritage Inc.
Cc Chris Finlayson Min Treaty Settlements, other Ministers
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