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Visit your local board website
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The year in review

$$$

Key investments in Hibiscus and Bays in 2013/2014 included $770,000 on
Metro Park multi-sports facility and $330,000 on reserves in the new Long Bay
subdivision. These key initiatives support the following priorities in our local
board plan — providing quality local parks, reserves and facilities for our
community; building on the strong identity of our communities; and protecting
our natural enviranment.

Achievements

We completed enhancing Phoenix Plaza in Browns Bay, providing a pleasant
place to sit and enjoy one of our beautiful coastal towns. The Mairangi Bay
toilets were refurbished, including artwork created by Murrays Bay
Intermediate schoolchildren. We continued Weiti River restoration work with
our partner Conservation Volunteers who helped clear and replant along the
estuary to improve the local natural environment. Local businesses also
contributed in kind to this project.

Challenges in our area

We continued consulting residents to agree a suitable design to enhance
Torbay Plaza, with a start proposed in 2015. Pre-Christmas and winter 2014
storms caused significant damage that now require urgent attention and
substantial funds. We had discussions with the community on the wharf at
Murrays Bay which is coming to the end of its useful life and needs replacing.

Looking forward

Work will begin shortly on a new community hall for Stillwater, Murrays Bay
wharf and the Estuary Arts Centre education wing. Further work on Metro Park
and the redevelopment of Ashley Reserve incorporating two artificial pitches
will give Hibiscus and Bays residents’ access to better facilities over the next
12 months.
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Message from the chairperson

On behalf of the Hibiscus and Bays Local Board | am pleased to reflect on our
achievements as part of the 2013/2014 Auckland Council Annual Report.

It has been another busy year for our local board with a number of projects
completed. The local community was involved in the refurbishment of the
Mairangi Bay toilets with Murrays Bay Intermediate school children creating
artwork for the interior and exterior of the building. Weiti River restoration work
continued with our partner Conservation Volunteers who helped clear and replant
along the estuary to improve the local natural environment. Local businesses also
contributed in kind to this project.

We completed a new reserve area in Long Bay as part of the new residential
development. The board is strongly committed to ensuring our residents have
access to green open spaces, particularly as our area is one the fastest growing
in Auckiand.

We introduced the Youth Connections pragramme into our area this year through
a successful partnership with CYC Trust. The programme connects our youth to
further education, training and employment opportunities. We will continue to
support the programme to grow in future years.

We engaged in a great deal of planning work to enable us to deliver on some key
projects for our communities in 2013/2014. Construction of a new community hall
for Stillwater is due to start in 2014, as is the construction of the new education
wing for Estuary Arts Centre in Orewa.

We have worked closely with Te Herenga Waka o Orewa to relocate their marae
to a new site in Silverdale and look forward to seeing this used for Maori
education and community gatherings.

We continue to advocate to the governing body and council-controlled
organisations to achieve better outcomes on key initiatives for cur communities.

Without volunteers a lot of important work in our area wouldn't happen,
particularly community development and environmental initiatives. We are
thankful for the many hours contributed voluntarily by pecple in our community to
make our area a better place to live.

Julia Parfitt
Chairperson
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Performance

6.1 Local libraries

We spent $3.4 million in operating expenditure and
$20,000 in capital expenditure on lacal libraries in
2013/2014.

We invested in maintaining and operating our three
libraries and in furniture and fitting renewals. All three
libraries offered a number of pragrammaes throughaut
the year that proved to be very popular and these are
reflected in the high satisfaction levels. These included
hosting music month, sleep overs for Scouts, as well
as the traditional Wriggle and Rhyme sessions and
celebrations for the Lunar and Matariki festivals,

The library worked closaly with local schools, enrolling
schoolchildren and providing ongoing computer
training and lessons on the use of iPads and the use
of a 3D printer for the Minecraft group. This partnering
approach is building strong community links and
providing leaming.

The number of Wi-Fi users continued to grow, and this
growth was mirrored in the increase in the collection of
eBooks and digital resources, reflecting a shift in
behaviour.

6.2 Local community services

We spent $1.2 million in operating expenditure and
$20,000 in capital expenditure on local community
services in 2013/2014.

Community services were delivered through our
partnership with the Hibiscus Coast Community
coordinator and the East Coast Bays Community
Centre. Projects included families in parks and the
annual Cape Town to Cairg fun day celebration with
the South African community.

We distributed over $86k in grants to the community.

We partnered with the Coast Youth Community Trust
{CYC) to help youth understand the skills they need to
gain employment. We invited youth to participate in
the Engage to Change youth consultation on our local
board plan. This ensured the decision-makers heard
the voices of our young people.

Use of venues for hire and community centres is 33
per cent. A new booking system has been introduced
and should enable more users to access thesa
facilities.

6.3 Local arts, culture and
events services

We spent $1 million in operating expenditure and
$200,000 on capital expenditure on local arts,
culture and events in 2013/2014.

The Estuary Arts Centre gained the necessary
resource consent so that work can begin late 2014.

We granted $50,000 to the Mairangi Arts Centre
Upgrade and $2,420 to the Real Writing workshop
programme held in association with the Michael King
Writers’ Centre.

We provided funding to deliver ‘From Bauhaus to Your
House', a series of half-day art making workshops for
retired lacal residents. They were hosted at the
Estuary Arts and Mairangi Arts centres and were led
by experienced and award-winning contemporary
craft/object artists.

We also funded a number of local events such as the
Teddy Bears’ picnic, Santa Parades, and Fairies and
Pirates Day in Mairangi Bay.

6.4 Local parks service

We spent $12.6 million in operating expenditure and
$5 million in capital expenditure on local parks in
2013/2014.

Local parks received a large part of the funding,
acknowledging the importance of these assets to the
Hibiscus and Bays community.

Extreme weather caused significant damage to coastal
seawalls and access ways. Some damage was
repaired within existing budgets but there are sites that
require more extensive repair,

The playing capacity of sports fields (playing hours per
week) is down this year due to the closure and upgrade
of Ashley Reserve. The local soccer club membership
has continued to grow and they have had to relacate
many home games further afield.

The parks and reserves operational maintenance
standards are uniform across the region and we are
closely monitoring the contractual requirements to
ensure compliance.
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