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Memo 28 August 2015

To: His Worship The Mayor
Deputy Mayor
All Councillors
All Local Board Chairs

From: Megan Tyler Manager — Planning, Central & Islands, Plans and Places
Subject: Resource Management Act changes to general tree protection rules come into
effect on 4 September 2015

The majority of District Plans across the region contain blanket or general tree protection rules.
Such rules protect mature trees within a District Plan area, provided the tree is of a certain height
and/or girth.

For some time now, the government has sought to remove blanket tree protection on most ‘urban’
sites or allotments, to reduce the number of consent applications for councils, and to give people
the right to cut down any trees on their property. The government first introduced amendments to
remove general tree protection through the Resource Management (Simplifying and Streamlining)
Amendment Act 2009, which came into force on 1 January 2012. At that time, Auckland Council
removed blanket tree protection in some urban areas, but not others. The government made
further amendments to the Resource Management Act in 2013 and this legislation comes into force
on 04 September 2015. This means that the vast majority of trees on private, ‘urban’ properties in
Auckland will no longer be protected and no consent will be required to remove them.

In particular, there can be no general tree protection on a site:

« thatis no greater than 4,000m?; and

« thatis connected to a reticulated water supply system and a reticulated sewerage system;
and

« on which there is a building used for industrial or commercial purposes or as a dwelling
house; and

« thatis not a reserve (within the meaning of the Reserves Act 1977) or subject to a
conservation management plan or strategy prepared under the Conservation Act 1987 or
Reserves Act 1977 (s 76(4C)).

There are some important exceptions where tree protection remains and consent for removal is still
required:
« notable or “scheduled” trees (which are listed in the District Plans and Unitary Plan);
* trees within reserves and streets;
e trees within an area subject to a conservation management plan or conservation
management strategy;
trees within a Significant Ecological Area (SEA);
general tree protection rules in the Hauraki Gulf Islands and in rural zones.

Auckland Council will be reminding Aucklanders to ‘Check Before you Chop' by contacting the
council before removing trees and/or to find out whether or not trees on individual sites are
protected.
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« Key points with Brian Waddell
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