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Address to the DTLB Meeting, 15 Dec. 2015, by Phil Sheehan.

Good evening. My name is Phil Sheehan. For five generations my family has lived in and around
Takapuna Beach — from my grandfather who used to be the postmaster at the old Takapuna North Post
office just a few hundred metres from where we are tonight, to my four year old great niece wha lives
down the road at Hauraki corner today. That's five generations of a family that sees Takapuna Beach as
its spiritual heart, which | am sure many of the families represented here tonight see the same way.

And it's families like ours that come all year every year to the Takapuna Beach Holiday Park to enjoy
what the beach has to offer, and to support the local Takapuna businesses.

S0, it gave us great hope when approximately five years ago, Dave Booth had the brilliant foresight to
bring the issue of the imminent closure of the Takapuna Beach Holiday Park to the attention of the
public, via Facebook. The response he got was amazing. He quickly had thousands of supporters, all
horrified at the potential loss to our community.

Later on, Dave got my brother Gavin Sheehan on board to help with some fresh ideas. He quickly found
himself presenting a petition to this board, in support of retaining the holiday camp and organizing a
Rally of Support down at the beach front, By then, he was fortunate enough to have enlisted the help of
Jan Gopperth. As they helped take the Facebook Page to the “10,000 Likes” milestone, Jan fast became
the driving force of this group and, as I'm sure everyone will agree, has done an awesome job of
elevating this cause to the next lavel,

They have brought tagether a fantastic group of community minded individuals, from all over the North
Shore. A collection of people from all walks of life, different socic-economic backgrounds and different
outlooks, but one united desire: to keep our holiday park. None of them knew each other before this,
but none of them will ever forget each other in the future. In the words of one of your own board, Jan
Q'Connor, “this is the first time ever that Takapuna has really come together as a community”.

The time has come, here tonight, to make the final decision. We will state, one more time, that we are
not opposed to YNZ's plans; we are opposed to the closure of the holiday park. YNZ can very easily build
their centre elsewhere, We have not heard once, to this day, any convincing argument as to why their
centre "must” be on the holiday park site. We have heard rumours of “revised options” to maybe
include a hard stand. We hope these rumours are false, as the public have already told you “No”, The
option for “mixed YNZ plans & a Holiday Park” on your poll, barely even rated. This is definitely not the
time to try and move the goal posts again. The public will absolutely refuse to accept it. You must stop
trylng to lump these two completely different issues together. Saving the Holiday Park and the
placement of the yachting facility must be dealt with separately. Let’s just deal with saving the holiday
park tonight.

So, to you, the Board, we say: The public voted for you, to represent them. They entrusted you to care
for and protect what is in their best interest. On this particular tople, you asked the public what they
thought. They responded emphatically: 80+percent. No one has the right to argue with that. You have
absolutely no alternative than to agree with their response and to reinstate the holiday park as the only
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option for this reserve area, All we are asking for tonight is for two simpie decisions to be made and
guaranteed:

1) Confirm that you will reinstate the Holiday Park option into the Reserve Management Pian and

2) Confirm that you will provide a decent length lease to any ongoing Holiday Park Management, ideally
10 years or more,

All of us here and those elsewhere around NZ and the World watching with intense interest, implore you
to follow through on the wishes of the majority who responded to your pall.

Older ones amongst us tonight may remember a 1970 song by Joni Mitchell (the younger ones might
recall the 2002 version by the Counting Crows). The song is called “Big Yellow Taxi”, and there’s one
particular line which goes “They paved Paradise and put up a parking lot”. With that analogy in mind, 1
strongly recommend that you don’t want to be remembered by the people of Takapuna as the driver of
that yellow taxi!

You have the power, you have the mandate; you MUST “Save Takapuna Beach Holiday Park”.

Thank you.
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Olivia Maidment - Devonport/Takapuna Local Board Meeting

15 December 2015

Mr Chairman, members of the local board, ladies and gentlemen.

My name is Olivia Maidment. | grew up in Takapuna, I'm an experienced

sailor and have just completed my third year as a student at Victoria

University. | like many others of my age h

ave followed the issue of the

Takapuna Beach Holiday Park closely over the past couple of years and

have been deeply saddened by what | have seen.

| implore the local board to carefully consider how their vote on the

ik & yotr® ¢ gp(fi“/’,'c/,'-y; -GS wf'ﬂ (2%
future of the holiday park will impact on y@n‘w&e

Hhoe Z.¢ “Gemssations. The sad demise of what wa

s proudly held so precious as

the “Kiwi outdoor lifestyle’ has been undermined and lost in so many

ways. The freedoms, open spaces and ¢
granted in your youth have significantly d

The legacy your generation has left mine

lean environment you took for

iminished in mine.

is nothing to be proud of. Your

lack of imagination, foresight and commitment to protect what is unique

and special to this country is evident all around us.

Over 60% of rivers are unsafe for swimming due to pollution. Signs on

beaches warn of health risks after rain. According to the Auckland

Council over 300 premature deaths occur annually due to air pollution.

Our roads are gridlocked, infrastructure inadequate and repairs on leaky

homes are said to cost the nation somewhere between $12 to $20

billion dollars. Convenience foods laden with salt, fat and sugar have

become the norm, as have frightening rat

es of obesity across the
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country. And like the majority of my generation we will be destined to a
life of paying rent to landlords many of who don't live in New Zealand. |
appreciate that | cannot blame all of this on you the local board,
however you can understand my concern when you ask me to trust your

judgment.

This all happened under your watch and now at this meeting you will try
to reassure me that you are best placed to make decisions on my behalf
about the type of community my and future generations will inherit.
Forgive me if | have little faith in your ability to do so but the evidence is
there for all to see: you hold positions of power and influence and
appear to fight for the elite few with no regard for the cost to the wider

community.

| am lucky enough to have traveled to places like New York, London, the
Pacific Islands, Australia and Malaysia. But some of my most vivid and
happy memories by far are of times spent with family and friends in
simple Kiwi camping grounds around New Zealand, sleeping in tents,
cooking outdoors, playing, exploring and just doing what Kiwi kids like
best.

My generation are often told we don’t care about politics and social
issues. That’s wrong, we do care and take notice. The problem is, that
we are totally disillusioned by what we see and hear. The manner in
which the issue of the Takapuna Beach Holiday Park has been played
out is a prime example of that. Yes, | was one of the 80% of the public
who voted for retaining the Holiday Park in the Councils own feedback
poll. And yes | was shocked by the way in which this board and council
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officers manipulated and ran roughshod over those results. And no | do
not have faith in the way in which the democratic process is upheld in
your organization and no | do not have faith your commitment to

represent me and the wishes of the vast majority of the community.

| have sailed yachts since | was very young and appreciate what the joy
of doing so must be like for those who have dedicated their lives to
competing internationally. However, | would not appreciate them
flattening my tent to park their boat just as they would not appreciate
me flattening their boat to pitch my tent. There are other options for
parking and rigging their yachts and support craft that are suitable and
do not come at such a high cost to the rest of the community.

Just because the Takapuna Northern Reserve is Yachting New
Zealand’s first choice to locate their faculties and to sail from does not
mean they should automatically have the undisputed right to do so. I'm
sure the New Zealand Go Carting Association would love to set up shop
and hold events on the Auckland International Airport runway but that
would be foolish. Mind you if they approached this council and local
board who knows what could happen.

It is a frightening thing people a young person today. We are the most
stressed and depressed generation to go through university, largely as a
result of the massive student loans we are burdened with and the
pressures placed on us. It is scary to know that those politicians who

are supposed to have our best interests at heart, and protect and
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support us, are so easily turned against us when persuaded by a
wealthy and powerful minority such as Yachting New Zealand.

This is your chance to show you can represent the wishes of the wider
community and give young people faith in the democratic process.

I implore you to vote YES to retaining the holiday park with a long-term
lease on its current footprint and NO to hacking a chunk off it with a
blunt ax to appease Yachting New Zealand and your political masters
against the wishes of the vast majority of the community you have been
honored to represent.

Thank you for allowing me (unlike others) to speak. *
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We live in a democracy where people are free to speak their minds.

Or are they?

Is it right that those who have fought a long battle over almost 5 years to
save the Holiday Park have been prevented from speaking tonight?

| read a post on the Save Takapuna Beach Holiday Park facebook page
the other day about the gagging. It read:

“As a tourist here | am seeing that NZ is not the nice, clean democratic
country | thought it was”.

Do we want that to be the opinion of visitors to our country?

Is it right that the feedback poll asked our community for its opinion and
when the resuits showed overwhelming support for the Holiday Park,
Council staff tried to manipulate the results?

Our Local Board is elected by the people to represent the people. How
disappointing then that our Council has manipulated and distorted that
process to prevent the public from having a voice and input into
decisions that impact on their own community.

Is it right that our Local Beard is dysfunctional and that bias and
predetermination is so evident at our Council that the CEO of Yachting
NZ was invited to a closed and confidential Local Board meeting
discussing the future of the Holiday Park? Who invited him and why?
And why were other groups such as Save Takapuna Beach Holiday
Park excluded?

No, it is not right!
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