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1 Welcome 
 

Whakataka te hau ki te uru Cease the winds from the west 
Whakataka te hau ki te tonga Cease the winds from the south 
kia mäkinakina ki uta Let the breeze blow over the land 
kia mätaratara ki tai Let the breeze blow over the ocean 
E hï ake an te atakura Let the red-tipped dawn come with a sharpened air 
He tio, he huka, he hau hü A touch of frost, a promise of glorious day 
Tihei Mauri Ora Let there be life 

 
2 Apologies  
 

At the close of the agenda no apologies had been received.  
 
3 Declaration of Interest 
 

Members were reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making 
when a conflict arises between their role as a member and any private or other external 
interest they might have. 

Specifically members are asked to identify any new interests they have not previously 
disclosed, an interest that might be considered as a conflict of interest with a matter on the 
agenda. 

Members declared conflict of interests as below.   

 Register: 

Board Member Organisation / Position  

Catherine Farmer ¶            Avondale-Waterview Historical Society ï Committee Member 

¶            Blockhouse Bay Historical Society ï Member 

¶            Portage Licensing Trust ï Trustee 

¶            Blockhouse Bay Bowls - Patron 

Susan Zhu ¶            Chinese Oral History Foundation ï Committee member 

¶            Auckland Regional Migrant Resource Centre (ARMS) ï Board 
member 

Derek Battersby ¶            Whau Coastal Walkway Environmental Trust ïTrustee 

¶            New Lynn Tennis Club ï Patron 

¶            West Lynn Gardens ï Patron 

¶            Tag Out Trust ï Chairman 

Ami Chand ¶            Kelston Community Trust ï Trustee 

¶          Portage Licensing Trust ï Deputy Chair  

¶            Rupa Aur Aap Trust ï Trustee 

¶            Kelston Community Hub ï Chair 

¶            Community Organisation Grants Scheme (COGS) Waitakere 
City Local Distribution Committeeï Committee Member  

Duncan Macdonald ¶            Avondale Business Association ï Chairman 
¶            Avondale Community Society ï Chairman 
¶            Avondale RSA ï Committee Member 
¶            Historical Society - Member 
¶            Avondale Jockey Club ï Member 

Ruby Manukia-
Schaumkel 

¶            Wesley College - Trustee            

¶            Kelston Girls College ï Trustee 
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Simon Matafai ¶            Pacific Events and Entertainment Trust - Trustee 

¶            WAS Collective Trust - Trustee 

¶            Williams Creative Trust - Trustee 

¶            Majesty Productions Trust - Trustee 

¶            Nexfit Trust - Trustee 

¶            Aspire Community Trust - Trustee 

 
4 Confirmation of Minutes 
  

That the Whau Local Board: 

a) Confirms the ordinary minutes of its meeting, held on Wednesday, 18 November 
2015, including the confidential section, as a true and correct record. 

 
5 Leave of Absence  
 

At the close of the agenda no requests for leave of absence had been received. 
 
6 Acknowledgements 
 

At the close of the agenda no requests for acknowledgements had been received.  
 
7 Ward Councillorôs Update 

 
An opportunity is provided for the Whau Ward Councillor to update the board on regional 
issues he has been involved with since the last meeting.    

 
8 Deputations 
 

Standing Order 3.20 provides for deputations. Those applying for deputations are required 
to give seven working days notice of subject matter and applications are approved by the 
Chairperson of the Whau Local Board. This means that details relating to deputations can 
be included in the published agenda. Total speaking time per deputation is ten minutes or 
as resolved by the meeting. 
 
At the close of the agenda no requests for deputations had been received.  
 

9 Public Forum 
 

A period of time (approximately 30 minutes) is set aside for members of the public to 
address the meeting on matters within its delegated authority. A maximum of 3 minutes per 
item is allowed, following which there may be questions from members. 
 
At the close of the agenda no requests for public forum had been received.  

 
10 Extraordinary Business 
 

Section 46A(7) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 (as 
amended) states: 
 
ñAn item that is not on the agenda for a meeting may be dealt with at that meeting if- 
 
(a) The local authority by resolution so decides; and 
 
(b)  The presiding member explains at the meeting, at a time when it is open to the 
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public,- 
 
(i) The reason why the item is not on the agenda; and 

 
(ii) The reason why the discussion of the item cannot be delayed until a 

subsequent meeting.ò 
 
Section 46A(7A) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 (as 
amended) states:  
 
ñWhere an item is not on the agenda for a meeting,- 
 
(a)  That item may be discussed at that meeting if- 
 

(i)  That item is a minor matter relating to the general business of the local 
authority; and 

  
(ii)  the presiding member explains at the beginning of the meeting, at a time 

when it is open to the public, that the item will be discussed at the meeting; 
but 

 
(b)  no resolution, decision or recommendation may be made in respect of that item 

except to refer that item to a subsequent meeting of the local authority for further 
discussion.ò  

 
11 Notices of Motion 
 

At the close of the agenda no requests for notices of motion had been received.  
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Whau Local Board Chairperson - Catherine Farmer's report 
 
File No.: CP2015/25973 
 

    

 

 
Proposed Auckland Unitary Plan Changes 

1. The proposed Auckland Unitary Plan will be a region wide plan replacing the district plans 
of the former territorial authorities or legacy councils. There has been extensive public 
consultation on the proposed plan and now a new phase is taking place. Some areas could 
potentially be rezoned allowing more intensification than originally proposed, however 
these changes will need to be decided by the Auckland Council Governing Body and final 
decisions are not due till August next year. 

 
Avondale Activation  

2. One of our main priorities this term is to see Avondale develop into a quality suburb with a 
new community centre planned and funded in the Auckland Council Long Term plan. To 
further our advocacy we met with Mayor Len Brown who has reiterated his support for 
Avondale and is working with us to line up resources including Panuku Auckland 
Development. 

 
Avondale Community Pre-School 

3. Early childhood education lays the foundation for children to develop and learn from a very 
young age.  While there are many commercial ECE providers in Avondale, the Avondale 
Community Pre-School provides low-cost education to our communities. 

4. One of our boardôs advocacy points to the Auckland Council Governing Bodyôs Annual 
Plan process is to push for policy development to promote assistance to non-commercial 
ECE providers.   

 
West Edge Development 

5. At one of our workshops we were pleased to meet with some key personnel involved with 
the new housing development on the former CSR Monier site in Rankin Ave.  The architect 
and urban designers described their vision for the development.  There will be tree-lined 
avenues and walking/cycling through routes as well as vehicle access.  As a special 
housing area there is a requirement for affordable housing and a ballot to allocate these 
was held. This development will provide a huge boost to local businesses. 

 

Recommendation 
That the Whau Local Board: 

a) Receives Whau Local Board Chairperson Catherine Farmerôs report. 

 
 

Attachments 

There are no attachments for this report.       

Signatories 

Author Whau Local Board Chairperson - Catherine Farmer 

 





It
e
m

 1
3

 

Whau Local Board 

09 December 2015   
 

 

Local board members' reports Page 11 
 

Local board members' reports  

File No.: CP2015/25977 
 

    

 

Purpose 
1. To provide Whau Local Board members with an opportunity to verbally update the local 

board on the projects and issues they have been involved with since the last meeting.  

 

Recommendation 
That the Whau Local Board: 

a) Rreceives local board member verbal reports. 

 
 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.      

Signatories 

Author Riya Seth - Democracy Advisor  

Authoriser Glenn Boyd - Relationship Manager Henderson-Massey, Waitakere Ranges, 
Whau  
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Maintenance of herbicide reduction parks and community gardens 

 
File No.: CP2015/24871 
 

    

 

Purpose 
1. This report seeks commitment from the Whau Local Board for funding to enable the 

retention of limited levels of mechanical edging in community gardens.  

Executive Summary 
2. As a result of the last Long Term Plan (LTP) budget review, changes have taken place with 

regards to Local and Sports Parks (LSP) service levels. This has included a shift from 
mechanical to increased chemical edging practices for paths and gardens in Local and 
Sports Parks.   

3. The Whau Local Board has indicated that they wish to retain mechanical edging within 
existing herbicide reduction parks and community gardens. This will require the allocation of 
additional funds to enable the higher levels of service. 

4. Additionally, the local board has indicated a desire to slightly increase the reach of 
mechanical edging practices. 

5. This report recommends the approval of an additional funding allocation to retain mechanical 
edging within existing herbicide reduction parks and community gardens, and also provide 
capacity to slightly extend the reach of mechanical edging practises.  

6. The inclusion of additional sites will be agreed through consultation with the local board 
Parks Portfolio Holders.  This will be limited to the extent of any budget allocation arising 
from this report. 

 

Recommendations 
That the Whau Local Board: 

a) Allocates $10,000.00 operational funding from the Community Response Fund 
2015/2016 financial year to a new budget line Additional Weed Management 
Programmes in Local and Sports Parks.  

b) Notes that the finalisation of additional sites receiving this service will be agreed in 
consultation with the local board Parks Portfolio Holders. 

c) Considers an ongoing allocation for additional weed management programmes in 
Local and Sports Parks in the development of the 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 annual 
plans. 

 
 

Comments 
7. The Local Board has indicated a desire to retain a discreet amount of, and also increase the 

reach of, mechanical edging practices.  

8. The sites relevant to this report, in the Whau Local Board area are the following herbicide 
reduction parks: 

¶ Manuka Park 

¶ Community Gardens: 

¶ EcoMatters Community Allotments 
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¶ Riverbank Road Community Garden 

¶ La Rosa Community Orchard 

¶ Orchard Reserve. 

9. A specific funding allocation would enable the provision of higher service levels, utilising 
non-chemical methodologies, to specified sites particularly herbicide reduction parks and 
community gardens. 

Consideration 

Local Board views and implications 

10. The Whau Local Board Plan environmental priority seeks a healthy Whau river and valued 
environment where all are protecting and restoring our natural environment. A key area to be 
achieved is that everyone can learn about and participate in environmental activities and 
more community stewardship. This would be delivered through more community 
environment programmes including weed and pest removal. This allocation will enable staff 
to provide a limited response to requests from community organisations working on Parks 
for non-chemical methodologies.  

11. The recommendations within this report fall within the local boardôs decision-making and 
oversight responsibilities relating to management of parks. 

12. LSP staff members have worked with the Local Board Advisory Team in the development of 
the proposed approach. The Elected Member Parks Portfolio Holders will be consulted on 
any new sites proposed and will receive regular updates on delivery.  

MǕori impact statement 

13. Park management practices and weed control programmes contribute to improving the 
wellbeing of Maori and delivering on iwi aspirations for improvement the natural 
environment.  No dialogue between Auckland Council and iwi or mana whenua has taken 
place regarding the specific content of this report. In general, mana whenua support a spray 
free approach in line with the intent of this report. 

Implementation 
14. Subject to approval of the report, staff will consult with Elected Member Portfolio holders on 

any new sites proposed and existing herbicide reduction and community garden sites will be 
retained.  

 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.      

Signatories 

Author Mark Maxlow - Team Leader Parks Operations  

Authorisers Mace Ward - Group Manager Regional and Specialist Parks 

Glenn Boyd - Relationship Manager Henderson-Massey, Waitakere Ranges, 
Whau  
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Outcomes of Local Environmental Work Programme 2014/2015  
 
File No.: CP2015/15783 
 

    

 

Purpose 
1. To provide the Whau Local Board with a summary of outcomes from projects delivered 

through their 2014/2015 environmental work programme ($204,500), by the Infrastructure 
and Environmental Services Department (I&ES). 

Executive Summary 
2. The Whau Local Board allocated budget in the 2014/2015 financial year of $204,500 to 18 

local environmental projects to deliver on its local board aspiration to achieve óa healthy 
Whau River and valued environment.ô 

3. A brief summary of key outcomes and achievements from the 18 projects delivered for the 
board across the three environmental budget lines is provided below in Table One. 

Table One: Key achievements from environmental work programme in 2014/2015 

Catchment Care Projects ï Budget $37,000 

Oakley Creek ï Friends of Oakley Creek was provided a grant of $3,000 to support 
their plant nursery and advice and support to the community on restoration of the 
Whau section of Oakley Creek. 

Whau River knowledge sharing ï A symposium entitled Our River Our Future was 
held on 13 May 2015 and the Te Whau BioBlitz was held on 29 July 2015. 

Practical assistance to community groups ïSupport provided to the Manukau 
Harbour Forum, volunteer support for the Rosebank Esplanade Project and to the 
West Lynn Gardens. 

Whau Environmental Action Report ï An inventory of environmental action in the 
Whau Local Board area was updated and validated in conjunction with 26 
contributing organisations who are currently delivering 200 individual projects. 

Sustainable Initiatives ï Budget $79,000 

Clear the air campaign - 280 face-to-face conversations were undertaken with 
households in the Glenavon area assessing householdersô needs with regard to 
energy efficiency and air quality. 

Sustainable Neighbourhoods funding ï Allowed for four additional groups to be 
supported, contributing to 20 tonnes of weeds being removed in the board area. 

Sustainable Living Modules ï Two workshops with 80 participants in total were 
delivered in New Lynn and Blockhouse Bay. 

Ethnic communitiesô engagement ï Provided support for initiatives undertaken by 
Auckland Environmental Protection Association, Avondale Community Gardeners 
and the NZ Ethnic Womenôs Trust, as well as translation services for a sustainable 
living education initiative.   

Greening the markets ï Waste management at the New Lynn Night Market diverted 
550 kg of food waste from landfill and the washing of nearly 15,000 plates 
prevented the generation of 185 bags of rubbish. Ecomatters and Avondale 
Creative Action delivered an Avondale Market patron litter project.  

Community Environmental Services Projects ï Budget $88,500 

Sustainable Living Centre ï 2,539 people visited the centre and 917 hours were 
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worked there by volunteers. To meet the growing need for people to have access to 
high quality information and resources about how they can practically make their 
households, neighbourhoods and lives more sustainable, the centre has undergone 
a significant revitalisation. 

EcoWest festival ï A month long festival was held, with 2,500 people attending over 
40 events. 

Little Sprouts ï 740 children and their families were involved in this childhood 
environmental education project across west Auckland. 

Sweet Streets & Sweet Spots ï Four beautification initiatives were undertaken by 
communities in the board area. 

Operation Spring Clean ï Nine clean ups were delivered in the board area. 

Wars on Weeds ï Approximately 13 tonnes of weeds were deposited by the public 
in free weed bins and removed from the board area. This was a similar amount to 
that collected in previous years. 

Ecowise Awards ï 200 people attended this event, which recognises the voluntary 
work of those living in the west for the environment. There were 68 nominations 
and nine winners. 

Waitakere Festival ï As a zero waste event, a 79 percent diversion of waste from 
landfill was achieved. 

Reuse Repair Innovation projects ï Two workshops were held that were open to 
residents from across west Auckland: a mending or clothing up-cycling workshop in 
New Lynn and a recycled fabric bunting workshop in Henderson-Massey.  

 

 

Recommendation 
That the Whau Local Board: 

a) Notes the outcomes achieved through their local environmental work programme for 
the 2014/2015 financial year. 

 

Comments 

4. The Whau Local Board identified an aspiration in their Local Board Plan 2014-2017 for óa 
healthy Whau River and valued environment.ô 

5. To give effect to this aspiration the local board allocated $204,500 to 18 local environmental 
projects to be funded through three main budget lines in 2014/2015.   

6. A summary of the key achievements and outcomes from each of these projects is provided 
below. 

Catchment Care ï Budget $37,000 

7. To achieve their aspiration of óa healthy Whau River and valued environment,ô the Whau 
Local Board committed $37,000 towards four projects focused on catchment care. A brief 
summary of each project is highlighted below. 

Oakley Creek - $3,000 

8. A key objective of the board as emphasised in their Local Board Plan is óOur work in the 
Whau River and Oakley Creek contributes to the health of the WaitematǕ.ô  
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9. To give effect to this objective, the board provided $3,000 to the Friends of Oakley Creek. 
This was used to support their plant nursery and to give advice and support to the 
community on their restoration of the Whau section of Oakley Creek. 

Whau Environmental Action Report - $5,000 

10. The board in its first term commissioned the Whau Environmental Action Report, which 
provides a living inventory of environmentally focused projects and programmes in the Whau 
Local Board area to help inform local board investment and activity.  

11. In 2014/2015, this inventory was updated and validated in conjunction with 26 contributing 
organisations. This update found that the organisations are currently delivering 200 
individual projects or programmes, an increase of 30 new projects or programmes since 
2013.   

12. The comprehensive database and assessment framework helps staff and the board plan 
and support environmentally beneficial initiatives.   

Whau River knowledge symposium and community knowledge projects - $19,000 

13. The Whau River is a higher priority for the board and the board has shown a strong desire to 
encourage the use of the river and clean up the water quality of the Whau and coast line to 
help return the river and the Waitemata Harbour to health. 

14. Two key achievements that the Whau River Catchment Trust (WRCT) accomplished with 
the boardôs support were holding a symposium entitled ñOur River Our Futureò and the Te 
Whau BioBlitz event 

15. The focus of this yearôs symposium, which was held on the 13 May 2015 at the West End 
Rowing Club, was óThe role of Citizen Science in the Whau River Catchment.ô  

16. The symposium focused on how citizen science can play a strong role in fresh water 
monitoring and surveillance of biodiversity in New Zealand as well as looking at success 
stories for freshwater and biodiversity monitoring and embracing the challenge of creating 
transformational changes within Whau communities. 

17. The symposium featured speakers from NIWA, Landcare Research, University of Auckland, 
Waikato and Otago, Golder Associates, Kiwipedia, Wai Care, Friends of the Whau, Council 
and the Whau Coastal Walkway Trust. 

18. The Te Whau BioBlitz was held at Kurt Brehmer Reserve on the 29 July 2015. A BioBlitz is a 
way for scientists, students and the public to work together to identify the vast array of 
species living in an urban reserve. 

19. The Bioblitz was well attended, with many scientists, experts and helpers volunteering their 
time. The following schools and community organisations were also in attendance. 

¶ Avondale Intermediate 

¶ Immanuel Christian School 

¶ Rosebank School 

¶ St Mary's Primary School 

¶ Chinese Conservation Education Trust 

¶ United Chinese Association 

¶ One hundred and sixty species were identified across the reserve.  

20. The purpose of the Bioblitz was to build interest and capacity in the community to participate 
in citizen science monitoring of the biodiversity within the Whau River catchment. The 
Bioblitz was a starting point for compiling a list of species present within the reserve area, 
which the Friends of the Whau and Whau River Catchment Trust have been restoring for 
over 12 years.  

21. The Bioblitz was held over nine hours and served as a pilot to assist with development of a 
24 hour Bioblitz in the area panned for 2017 with Auckland Museum. 
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22. In Auckland, a 24 hour Bioblitz can result in tallies of more than 1000 species, depending on 
the habitat types, time of year and the number of participants involved. The 160 species 
identified in the nine hour Bioblitz was in line with expectations, given the duration, habitat 
types, time of year and weather conditions on the day. 

Practical assistance as community needs identified - $10,000 

23. The board has made a commitment in their Local Board Plan 2014-2017 to work with the 
nine local boards around the Manukau Harbour on working together óto create an 
environment that is great for swimming and recreation, where wild life thrives and fish 
flourish.ô  

24. The board allocated $4,000 from this budget line to the Manukau Harbour Forum at its 
business meeting on 17 September 2014 (Resolution number WH/2014/140). This was to 
enable an agreed action plan and the 2014/2015 work programme to progress.  

25. A report back on the achievements of the 2014/2015 work programme was presented to the 
forum at its 10 August 2015 meeting. 

26. In addition to the Manukau Harbour Forumôs work, $3,000 was contributed to an Avondale 
community nursery, development of Te Whau pathway-related initiatives, and volunteer 
support for the Rosebank Esplanade Project 

27. A further $3,000 was allocated to the West Lynn Gardens to assist with restoration of a 
stream bank following a slip. 

Sustainable Initiatives Projects ï Budget $79,000 

28. The Whau Local Board committed $79,000 towards five projects through this budget line. A 
brief summary of outcomes from these five projects is provided below. 

Sustainable Living Modules - $10,000 

29. The board area has approximately 70,000 residents, with many communities of new arrivals. 
Ten percent of the boardôs residents are of Maori heritage, 45 percent European and almost 
a third identify as Asian ï mainly Indian and Chinese. About 17 percent are from the Pacific.  

30. To build on the community and civic participation by new migrants, EcoMatters Environment 
Trust were contracted to develop a pilot outreach project that engaged with ethnic 
communities within the board area on ways to minimise waste and reduce their water and 
energy consumption. This project was in line with the boardôs outcome within their Local 
Board Plan to create óGreat local communities across the Whauô.  

31. Project HomeWise was designed to deliver workshops to specific ethnic groups, such as 
Chinese, Indian and Samoan communities, in the Whau Local Board area to improve 
sustainable practice and create awareness of environmental values. The key goals of the 
project were to: 

¶ Conduct a series of sustainability related workshops targeting ethnic communities. 

¶ Identify needs of communities to fulfil improved sustainable practices and how best to 
facilitate change. 

¶ Identify areas of interest within ethnic communities. 

¶ Identify areas of underdeveloped sustainability awareness amongst ethnic communities. 

32. Two workshops were performed in New Lynn and Blockhouse Bay, which focused on water 
saving and energy efficiency. There was a total attendance of 80 people, with 
representatives from Chinese, Indian, Samoan, Russian and other asian communities 
present. 

33. The main learning outcome from this pilot is that there needs to be an individual approach to 
each community. EcoMatters have identified a need to understand each culture and their 
needs and willingness in order to deliver a successful workshop, be respected and 
understood.  
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34. Another key finding is that participants had a high interest and demand for EcoMatters lead 
counterweights, aerators and flow restrictors for water saving.  

35. This pilot project was able to establish interest from ethnic communities and that there is a 
need for further workshops amongst the community to improve sustainable practice and 
create awareness of environmental values. 

36. The Whau Local Board has allocated a further $10,000 towards the continuation of this 
project in the 2015/2016 financial year. 

Ethnic Group Support - $17,000 

37. As described above, the Whau Local Board area has a very diverse ethnic community. A 
key initiative in the local board plan is óto support ethnic and local community advocacy 
groups.ô The board has shown a commitment to build on this by ósupporting more community 
led place-making projects that will develop leadership in our neighbourhoods and ethnic 
communities.ô 

38. Support was provided to the Auckland Environmental Protection Association, who continue 
to maintain the New Lynn Friendship Garden and meet regularly with and support other 
environmental groups. 

39. A $5,000 grant supported a suite of projects delivered by the Avondale Community 
Gardeners. 

40. Translation services were provided for various environmental programmes in the board area. 

41. The NZ Ethnic Womenôs Trust manufactured 200 draft excluder ósnakesô and 550 reusable 
shopping bags that were used for sustainable living initiatives funded by the board. 

Greening the Markets - $22,000 

42. This project delivers on the boardôs local board plan aspiration - óWorking with the markets to 
reduce waste and delivering on the Auckland Planôs desire of zero waste to landfill.ô 

43. EcoMatters were contracted to deliver environmental education and the Wash against 
Waste service (washing cutlery and dishes) at the New Lynn Market. Over 49 weeks, nearly 
15,000 plates were washed, which avoided the generation of 185 rubbish bags of waste.  

44. Of the total amount of waste (approximately 763 kg): 

¶ 70% was food waste which was composted and distributed to community gardens; 

¶ 15% composed other recyclable items, for example aluminium cans and plastic bottles 

¶ 11% was compostable packaging, for example chopsticks, brown paper bags and 
napkins 

¶ The remaining material (less than 5%) was sent to landfill.   

45. The initiative was delivered with a contribution of 562 volunteer hours.  

46. A patron litter project was also undertaken at Avondale Market, with Ecomatters providing 
bin covers and manned stations at waste separation bins over a six week period, and 
Avondale Creative Action providing creative engagement at market exits.  

Sustainable Neighbourhoods - $15,000 

47. Sustainable Neighbourhoods is a programme in which facilitators provide communities with 
advice, practical help and resources to improve their natural environment. The boardôs 
support of these groups delivers on one of its key initiatives from their local board plan, to 
ódevelop more community environment programmes including weed removal and pest 
eradication.ô 

48. The focus of the programme is on biosecurity and biodiversity, in particular, weed control to 
improve neighbourhood ecology. 

49. The boardôs funding contributed to the support of four Sustainable Neighbourhoods groups 
in addition to the 10 that are supported by regional funding. 
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50. The following activities were conducted by the neighbourhood groups, with facilitation 
assistance from The Whau River Catchment Trust, as part of the Sustainable 
Neighbourhoods Programme in the 2014/2015 financial year:  

¶ Approximately 20 tonnes of weeds were removed 

¶ 445 plants were planted on private land 

¶ 1,704 plants planted on public land 

¶ 38 working bees were held with 210 people in attendance. 

Let's Clear the Air project - $15,000 

51. Air quality is an issue that the board has a specific interest in. The board acknowledged this 
in their Local Board Plan, stating óOur part in improving our air is that we will work with our 
local media to remind Whau residents to use good wood, not treated or wet wood, and to 
upgrade our fireplaces to be more efficient.ô 

52. The board has addressed this issue in previous years by supporting a media campaign 
focusing on air quality. However this financial year it was decided that contractors would be 
engaged to run an air quality and energy efficiency pilot programme targeting households in 
the Glenavon area. This project ran from April 2015 to June 2015 and engaged 280 
households in face to face conversations. 

53. Householdersô needs with regard to energy were assessed and they were referred to 
appropriate services that council provides including; Retrofit Your Home and Eco Design 
Advisors. Homeowners were also referred to local curtain banks and given options for 
cleaner heating. Energy advice was tailored to each home. 

Community Environmental Services - $88,500 

54. The Local Board Plan states that the board has a strong focus on partnering with community 
organisations and óvalues its relationship with EcoMatters Environment Trust and Keep 
Waitakere Beautiful.ô In line with this, in 2014/2015 the board allocated $88,500 towards the 
community environmental services budget line, for projects to be delivered by two 
community partners, EcoMatters Environment Trust ($37,000) and Keep Waitakere Beautiful 
($51,000). 

Ecomatters - $37,000 

55. The board allocated $37,000 to EcoMatters Environment Trust in the 2014/2015 financial 
year. This funding was put towards operation of the trustôs Sustainable Living Centre and 
delivery of the EcoWest Festival and below is a brief summary of the outcomes of these two 
projects. For a more detailed summary EcoMatters annual report can be read as attachment 
A 

Sustainable Living Centre ï $28,000 

56. The Sustainable Living Centre is part of the EcoMatters Environment Trust project hub 
based in New Lynn. The Centre is the community ócoalfaceô for dealing with practical 
household solutions around environmental issues including climate change and sustainable 
development. 

57. The board contributed $28,000 towards the operation of the Sustainable Living Centre in 
2014/2015. This was in collaboration with the WaitǕkere Ranges and Henderson-Massey 
Local Boards, who also provide funding to the centre. 

58. A number of initiatives were run from the centre, in particular workshops on a diverse range 
of topics related to sustainable living. 

59. A significant outcome in the 2014/2015 financial year was the relocation of the Sustainable 
Living Centre to where the EcoMatters Ecohouse is situated. The sustainable living centre 
has also had a significant refresh, repaint and re-design as a result of this. The centre is now 
an óup-cycledô sustainable office space. 
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EcoWest Festival ï $9,000 

60. EcoWest Festival is a month-long festival of diverse events aimed at creatively engaging 
people in environmental action and sustainable lifestyles.  

61. This year EcoWest was held from Saturday 14 March to Sunday 12 April 2015 (over five 
weekends). Over 40 events hosted by various community groups were delivered across the 
three western boards, with the total number of participants exceeding 2,500.   

62. The largest attendances were for EcoDay 2015, Tunes for Trees, Whau Waka Walk, the 
óSustainable Infrastructure in an Integrated Developmentô tour of Hobsonville Point, the New 
Lynn Night Market, and West Bike and Sports Festival.  

Keep Waitakere Beautiful ï $51,500 

63. The board allocated $51,500 to Keep Waitakere Beautiful (KWB) to deliver a suite of 
projects in the 2014/2015 financial year. The key outcomes of these projects are highlighted 
below. A more comprehensive summary can be read as attachment B. 

Little Sprouts 

64. This programme provides environmental education to not-for-profit early-childhood 
education centres and was delivered across the three western boards. Through this 
programme, children, teachers and their families learn hands on skills including waste 
minimisation, composting and growing and preparing food. 

65. This year 740 children and their families were involved with the Little Sprouts projects across 
West Auckland.  This included the following kindergartens in the Whau Local Board area: 

¶ New Lynn Kindergarten 

¶ Avondale Kindergarten 

¶ Blockhouse Bay Playcentre 

Sweet Streets and Sweet Spots 

66. This is a community street-pride campaign delivered to help residents clean up and beautify 
their streets. 

67. KWB supported community groups to clean up litter, illegal dumping and pest plants 
throughout the west. Events in the board area took place in Avondale and the Rosebank 
business area. 

Operation Spring Clean 

68. This programme encourages schools, service organisations, sports clubs, churches, 
community groups, businesses and individuals to take an active role in cleaning up our 
environment. Individuals, groups, schools and businesses are equipped with rubber gloves, 
bags and jumbo bins to clean up their streets, parks, beaches and reserves. 

69. This programme ran in the spring of 2014 and was completed on 12 October 2014.  Across 
the three western board areas, 39 clean ups took place, with nine delivered in the Whau 
Local Board area. 

Ecowise awards 

70. This project provides an annual recognition of voluntary work in the environment. 

71. The event was held on 14 November 2014 at the Council Chambers in Henderson. 200 
people attended; with 65 finalists and nine winners.   

War on Weeds 

72. The War on Weeds programme was delivered in March 2015 by WeedFree Trust and KWB. 
Weed bins were distributed throughout the three western local board areas for the public to 
use, including three bins in the board area.  
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73. 12 bins of weed were removed from the Whau Local Board area, each bin equating to 
roughly one tonne of weeds. The amount of weeds collected was similar to previous years. 

Waitakere Festival 

74. This event was held on 2 November 2014 at Corban Estate Arts Centre. An environmental 
hub was set up to promote environmental education. The event used a zero waste 
methodology, achieving 79 percent diversion of waste from landfill. 

Consideration 

Local Board views and implications 

75. This is a report prepared specifically to inform the local board about the delivery of local 
board projects in the 2014/2015 financial year.  

MǕori impact statement 

76. While this report is for information only and does not require any decision making, it is 
recognised that environmental management, water quality and land management has 
integral links with the mauri of the environments and concepts of kaitiakitanga. 

Implementation 
77. There are no implementation issues arising from this report.  

 

Attachments 

No. Title Page 

A  EcoMatters Sustainable Living Centre annual report 23 

B  Keep Waitakere Beautiful annual report 27 
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Author Matthew Foster - Relationship Advisor  

Authorisers Barry Potter - Director Infrastructure and Environmental Services 

Glenn Boyd - Relationship Manager Henderson-Massey, Waitakere Ranges, 
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