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Dear Otara/Papatoetoe Chair Lotu and Local Board members, and Councilors Alf and Efeso,
NEUROTOXICITY

The speaker in delegations tomorrow (21-Feb-17) is my son, Julian. In the 80s and 90s | contested
council's use of glyphosate for weed control because my kids were so severely affected, especially my 4th
baby, Julian. | became aware that the children at the school our kids attended were all affected, and so the
efforts to bring awareness to this issue were born. After 12 years of campaigning we achieved non chem
vegetation management in Auckland. We were unable to convince Manukau City to consider non chem
and sadly all the people in your area have never been without glyphosate. Everyone would like to raise
their children without pesticide exposure, especially because there are tried and effective alternatives, but
I'm sorry that we couldn't achieve it for you in the 90s.

We're having a second major attempt to bring all the other areas of Auckland into the non chemical
vegetation control system, and it is in your best interests to support our efforts on your behalf. We are also
desperately trying to hold onto the legacy requirement for legacy Auckland City whereby there is no
glyphosate sprayed around our streets either. The hot water system is cost effective and works, as does
coconut oil or pine oil. We are delighted that Aaron Tindell of Metrocare, who has the biothermal - hot
water- system for vegetation control, was able at very short notice to accompany Julian to speak to you all.

Please consider the following:

The WHO'S International Agency Research on Cancer (IARC) Nov. 2015 report identified glyphosate to be
1. a probable carcinogen,

2. a genotoxin and

3. a neurotoxin.

The three categories of conditions existed in the 80s and 90s when council listened to our concerns over
glyphosate and with 30 years more of research the diseases have become clearer from a scientific point of
view however it is the corruption of industry that has cast doubt on the scientific findings; that was the
intention.

The carcinogenicity findings of IARC were so detrimental to the pesticide industry that industry has
muddied those erudite waters by discrediting the many scientists. For some obscure reason council is not
proceeding cautiously and is continuing with glyphosate in many areas including yours. Cancer is a risk
with a 20 year latency, so the councillors currently making decisions will hope to be out of office in twenty
years.

The second major grouping of harm was genotoxicity which the industry has also rebutted, but conclusive
evidence exists of deformed kidneys that have been linked to glyphosate exposure in agricultural countries.
(see the Glyphosate monograph)

The efforts to stop glyphosate use in the 90s rested to a large extent on neurotoxicity which were the
observable immediate symptoms and this is still the reason for stopping use of glyphosate or any other
pesticide for vegetation control when there are proven, safe, cost effective alternatives. If we don't want to
believe the solid sound science with no vested interests, then we should at the very least err on the side of
caution.
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