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Submission to Auckland Transport

Re: Proposals for Parnell Cycleway and Residential Parking Zone

From: Christopher John Hardley
Owner of the properties at 64 Gladstone Road and 72 Gladstone
Road, Parnell

23 December 2016

5 Pages plus 5 Attached Documents

1. There is no clear case made for a separated cycleway in St Stephens
Avenue and Gladstone Road, certainly not in the form of this proposal.
Auckland Transport need to pause, engage properly with the local community
and work collaboratively to produce a solution that respects the needs and
concerns of the community. This needs to include consideration of
alternatives to physically separated cycle lanes on both sides of the roads and
alternative routes (such as the Greenways route beside the railway line).

2. | attended a meeting of some 120 local residents (necessarily held at
very short notice at a very busy time) and not one person (including a number
of cyclists who attended) spoke in favour of the cycleway as proposed. All
were very concerned that the special character of the area, the needs of the
community and in particular the effects on the local businesses have not been
reflected in the proposal.

3. | am not against the improvement of safety and convenience for
cyclists but | oppose the removal of 95 parking spaces on St Stephens
Avenue and the West side of Gladstone Road. | also oppose the removal of
any angled parking spaces at the block of neighbourhood convenience shops
at the intersection of Gladstone Road and Avon Street.

4. The neighbourhood convenience shops in this block are a very
important community facility and are greatly valued by the local residents,
many of whom drive to do their shopping because of their age and/or distance
from the shops. This is evident from the petition in which one thousand shop
customers have registered their opposition to the removal of parking as
recorded in the 46 pages of names and contact details attached to this
submission. This very large number of people have signed this petition in less
than two weeks.

5. The shops on the Gladstone Road frontage have remained in the same
use since they were built 56 years ago. If the many members of this
community who give excellent support to the shops cannot find convenient
parking many will have to go elsewhere. The proprietors of these shops have
invested significant amounts in their businesses and depend on them for their
livelihoods. Any changes to the current parking beside the shops would bring
them unreasonable hardship.
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