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INDIAN KITE FESTIVAL 2017

KITE FISTIVAL is celebrated in India on 14th January every
year. It is also known as “Makar Sankranti”. It is said that on
the day of Makar Sankranti, the Sun enters the sphere of
Capricorn zodiac known as Makar. Further the term
‘Sankranti’ signifies the movement of the Sun from one
zodiac sign into another. Thus, the auspicious day is named
as Makar Sankranti, which perfectly defines the movement
of the Sun to the sphere of Makara.

It is celebrated all over India but is known by different
names. In Gujarat Makar Sankranti is known as Uttarayan
whereas in Tamil Nadu it is known as Pongal, Uzhavar
Thirunal. In Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab it is
named as Maghi.

HOW DID IT START IN AUCKLAND?

In 2006, Vaishnav Parivar (NZ) Inc. came with the brilliant idea
of celebrating Makar Sankrant in New Zealand as ‘Indian Kite
Festival’ to remind New Zealanders of Indian descent the
importance and charm of this festival and to share in a fun
loving day out with the families.

Without any advertisement, preparations and knowing the
number of people participating, it was celebrated on Saturday
14th January 2006 at Michael Savage Memorial Park in Mission
Bay. Surprisingly, more than 500 people attended and everyone
enjoyed a day out on the beautiful open green fields
overlooking the bay. Traditional Indian Kites were flown with
some entertaining kite fights. Food stalls provided delicious
Indian eateries.

Since then, VPNZ has celebrated the Indian Kite Festival every
year in Auckland and the Festival has grown in popularity each
year.
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WHERE IS IT CELEBRATED?

Until 2009, it was held at Michael Savage
Memorial Park in Mission Bay.

From 2010 to 2016, it was held at Avondale
Racecourse Grounds in Avondale.

This year, it was held on Sunday 15t January at
Eastdale Reserve, Avondale.

KITE FESTIVAL PREPARATIONS

- VPNZ starts preparations in March — April every year

- Discuss venue availability with Auckland Council
Event Facilitator.

- Prepare & submit Event Permit Application.
- Import Kites & Threads from India.
- Apply for Grants/ Funding.

- Thankfully, this year received Funding of $3,500.00 from
Whau Local Board

- Advertise the Event in print & social media and on
radio.
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KITE FLYING

FACE PAINTING & DRAWING COMPETITION
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