14/01/2019

Memorandum
To:

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board

Subject:

Weed Management

From:

Jenny Gargiulo
Principal Environmental Specialist

Purpose
1.

Inform the Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board on how products are considered for use within the
Community Facilities maintenance contracts.

Summary
• MetroCare presented on their Hot Foam herbicide for weed management in public places to
the Local Board.
• Community Facilities redirects all companies that approach Auckland Council with new
products to our full facility contractors. For any herbicide to be considered for use on public
land, the full facility contractors must confirm that the product will enable them to meet the
contract specifications, be compliant with all Auckland Unitary Plan Rules and have approval
from the Environmental Protection Agency.

Context/Background
2. Auckland is one of the weediest cities in the world. Our warm and wet climate makes us
particularly vulnerable to weeds. Weed management is a statutory requirement for multiple
departments in Auckland Council, with activities ranging from vegetation management (including
grass edging), to pest plant control and ecological restoration.
3. The council uses different weed control methods depending on the species, site characteristics,
infestation level and wider landscape characteristics for our open spaces. This includes manual
control, biological control, hot water, agrichemical and steam. (Attachment One).
4. Options for weed management completed by the council take the eight objectives of the Weed
Management Policy 2013 into consideration. For the use of herbicide, the council follows the
guidance of the Environmental Protection Agency which grants approvals and conditions for weed
control products.
5. On 11 December 2018, the Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board received a presentation from
MetroCare on their Hot Foam herbicide (Attachment Two). Hot Foam combines hot water with a
solution to create a foam. When applied to weeds and unwanted vegetative growth, the foam
breaks down the cellular structure of the plant leading to destruction and dehydration. The foam
also has an insulating effect, so the heat stays on the leaf for longer.

Discussion
6. The council’s full facilities suppliers, Ventia, AIM Services, City Care and UMS, are responsible for
vegetation control within our local parks. From April 2019, they will also be managing weeds on
berms and the road corridor. There is a council-wide operational requirement to record and
monitor herbicide usage.

7. Community Facilities redirects all companies that approach Auckland Council with new products
to our full facility contractors. For any herbicide to be considered for use on public land, the full
facility contractors must confirm that the product will enable them to meet the contract
specifications, be compliant with all Auckland Unitary Plan Rules and have approval from the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Next steps/implementation
8. If a product can meet the efficacy and environment requirements of our contract specifications and
the Auckland Unitary Plan rules, as well as product approval from the Environmental Protection
Agency, Hot Foam would be considered for use within the contracts.

Attachments
Attachment A – Weed control methodology table
Attachment B – MetroCare Presentation
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Local pride
MetroCare are part of the
community. We employ
local people who care about
the work they do in their
neighbourhood.

MetroCare have created
the concept of Community
Hubs to collect rainwater
and harness solar energy
to heat water and provide
clean energy to power
our fleet.

MetroCare’s innovative
technology allows for the
integration of compatible
services, like weed control
and street cleaning.
We work in partnership with
clients to design and implement
a plan to make the transition to
a glyphosate-free future.

Integrated services

Papatoetoe
and Otara

MetroCare’s natural Hot
Foam can be used in almost
any weather conditions,
reducing downtime.

There is no residue, water
run-off or airborne drift on
windy days.

No adverse health affects or
chemical smell for the public
or pets after MetroCare’s
natural Hot Foam treatment.
As we transition to a
glyphosate-free future,
cleaner, safer and more
efficient weed management
strategies are required.

Targeted

Safe

Community hubs

We provide an integrated approach to vegetation
control and street cleaning.

MetroCare values our community. We care about
the health of our environment and the people in it.

Maintenance today,
protecting tomorrow
So quiet they can run at
night in residential areas.

Our electric vehicles and
heating system require no
fossil fuels and operate in
silence.

Carbon zero

Toxic chemicals or natural hot foam

Organisations and Municipal Councils around
the world are looking to the future - a future
where innovation and new technologies provide
opportunities for environmental leadership.

As global citizens we all share a responsibility for
environmental sustainability, and to reduce our
individual and collective carbon footprint.

If sprayed on or around edible gardens, there is a
risk of residual glyphosate being ingested.

Toxic to animals Glyphosate has been shown to be
dangerous to domestic animals. Common practice
when using glyphosate spray is to notify home and
pet owners of spray periods in order for them to
take precautionary action – remove pets, change
water frequently, etc.

Environmental Impact Glyphosate-based sprays
should not be used in moderate to high winds or
within 24 hours of rain, due to the potential impact
on people and the surrounding environment.

Carcinogenic Existing weed control chemicals are
glyphosate-based, which has been acknowledged
as a probable carcinogen for humans as well as
animals.

Glyphosate

Residual effect Glyphosate binds strongly to
soil and remains in the soil for a period of time,
negatively impacting the ecosystem.

To achieve sustainability goals, it is realistic to
expect the use of glyphosate for weed control on
streets, parks and green spaces to be significantly
reduced in coming years. And as a landmark case
in California plays out, an association between
glyphosate and cancer will be examined and may
well lead to a ban on the use of glyphosate by many
councils.

The imperative for change

MetroCare is leading the journey to chemicalfree weed management and maintenance with
innovative solutions.

As we transition to a glyphosate-free future,
cleaner, safer and more efficient weed management
strategies are required.

MetroCare’s Natural Hot Foam

The future

Natural Hot Foam combines hot water (minimum
of 100ºC) with natural plant sugars to create foam.
When applied to weeds and unwanted vegetative
growth, Hot Foam acts to break down the cellular
structure of the plant, leading to destruction and
dehydration. The foam has an insulating effect, so
the heat stays on the leaf for longer, giving much
better results than hot water alone.

MetroCare is working in partnership with local
and city councils around the world to transition
from glyphosate to chemical-free, environmentally
friendly and sustainable weed control and hot water
cleaning.

⋅⋅ Wellington City Council roadside, NZ

⋅⋅ Auckland region noxious weed control on
farmland, NZ

⋅⋅ Transit New Zealand Auckland region motorways
and state highways, NZ

⋅⋅ Hamilton City Council Roadside, NZ

⋅⋅ Auckland Transport Urban North West Road, NZ

⋅⋅ Auckland region Local Government roadside and
parks and reserves, NZ

Chemical weed control

⋅⋅ City of Hobart, Australia
⋅⋅ City of Banyule, Australia
⋅⋅ Greater Shepparton City Council, Australia
⋅⋅ City of New York - Parks and Reserves, USA
⋅⋅ Martha’s Vineyard Golf Club, USA
⋅⋅ IAP - Hill Jacksonville Florida, USA
⋅⋅ City of Breda, Holland

⋅⋅ North Shore City Council, NZ
⋅⋅ Auckland Transport Urban North West Road, NZ
⋅⋅ Leichhardt Municipal Council, Australia
⋅⋅ Ashfield Council, Australia
⋅⋅ Heemstede Council, Holland
⋅⋅ Ku-ring-gai Council, Australia
⋅⋅ Waverley Municipal Council, Australia

⋅⋅ Villa Maria Winery, NZ

⋅⋅ City of Fremantle, Australia

Project consultants

⋅⋅ Auckland region local government roadside, NZ

Non-chemical weed control

