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We have had a very successful summer with a variety of activities.
Firstly the new lodge is nearing completion. We are extremely
appreciative of the hard work and sacrifices made by the
Architect+Women who have given their time to carry out this
project. Also the builders, electricians and plumbers who all
worked enthusiastically. It was great to have such a
dedicated team lead by Dave Strachan and Maria
Hosking. In the newsletter you will read all about them.
There are reports on gannet and reptile surveys.
Also included is a precis of the 2017 Rat Monitoring report
by Mike Lee. We are very pleased with the results thanks to
Mike and Clint. The full report can be seen on the website.

Follow the link to see
the amazing journey of
our new Lodge.
http://www.architecturew
omen.org.nz/news4
events/motu4kaikoura4
final4push

The Stannard family have updated us on their activities.

CONGRATULATIONS
to Xyra Stannard. Xyra
received the Rural
women NZ Golden
Jubilee award for
outstanding attitude and
achievement in
education for any aged
student in a remote
area. 25,000 students
were enrolled for 2017.
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The Warkworth Rotary group led by
Jon Nicholson is continuing with
their upgrades which are bringing
our facilities back to life and looking
great.

I have continued with my flights to the island now 404 plus 2 boat trips. A recent flight was
transporting an electric bike which is proving invaluable..

…plus.the.rat.traps.
Electric.bike.in.the.aircraft….
Our thanks to: Foundation North for the balance for the
new lodge.
Gt Barrier Local Board towards solar
panels.
Lion foundation towards insurance.
DOC Community Fund towards ranger’s
wages.

Rod Miller
Chairperson
Motu Kaikoura Trust

Rod.giving.the.bike.a.test.run.

Motu Kaikoura Rat Control Programme – Progress
Report 2017
The Motu Kaikoura Trust has been undertaking a manual rat control operation (baiting and
trapping) on Motu Kaikoura (564 ha) since March 2014, with the objective of managing rat
numbers on the island at or below 5% index level. Satisfactory progress is indicated by the index
of rat abundance which in mid November 2017 was 2%. This data is supported by the continuing
decline of bait consumption and in the number of rats trapped, bait-take (December) is presently
below 1% (of bait blocks available) and rats trapped in 4% of traps.
This compares to relative rat abundance on nearby Great Barrier Island of 60% or higher - similar
to levels recorded on Motu Kaikoura prior to the start of the manual operation in 2014.
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The Motu Kaikoura Trust using manual methods has significantly reduced rat numbers on Motu
kaikoura and has kept them at 5% or below especially during the ecologically important Spring
season for the last four years. Despite rat numbers in the temperate coastal forests of Great
Barrier Island being some of the highest in New Zealand, all year round, we have confirmed there
is a distinct pattern of seasonal increases or ‘spikes’ in population levels, beginning in February
and lasting up until June. Judging by control data this seasonal pattern is apparent both on Motu
Kaikoura and on Great Barrier Island. However on Motu Kaikoura, as noted, it is encouraging that
in response to ongoing management the spike in rat numbers was lower in 2017 than 2016 and
has been progressively lower each year going back to 2014 when we began the control
programme.

Motu!Kaikoura!rat!index!monitoring!results!
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Mainland.control.

Also as a result of the programme, a reversal has occurred in the relative proportions of the
remnant rat populations on the island with kiore present in greater proportion than ship rats. This is
almost an exact reversal of what would normally be expected in unmanaged environments where
these two species cohabit.
On Motu Kaikoura ‘habitat repair’ due to natural forest regeneration and reducing the
environmental burden of rats is resulting in improving ecological health, evidenced by increased
forest regeneration and diversity of understory. While this remains to be measured objectively,
monitoring indicates a greater presence of small forest birds in particular and noticeably more bird
song – indicators of recovering ecological processes. The success and consistency of our rat
management regime means Motu Kaikoura is now an attractive option for the release of bird
species which would not be expected to establish on the island naturally.
Sustainable progress in managing rats on the island now enables the Trust to focus on achieving
its wider conservation restorations goals as set in the Motu Kaikoura Trust Biodiversity
Management Plan.
We would like to thank Motu Kaikoura Island ranger Clint Stannard for his hard work and
dedication in making this operation a conservation success story. Assisted by his wife Jacinda,
Clint has done a superb job. I would also like to thank former resident volunteer Robbie Smith left
the island towards the end of 2017 for his contribution to the programme.
Thanks are also due for the ongoing support of Brett Butland of Auckland Council’s Predator-free
Auckland and Jonathan Miles and the Biosecurity team at Auckland Council both in terms of
providing advice and material support.

Mike Lee
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New Lodge Construction – Architecture + Women
Volunteer Build Team
It was a beautiful evening on Motu Kaikoura, our first meal in the new lodge we had just built, the
stars and the ruru were out, the workers were exhausted after a day of building in the scorching
sun - but refreshed from a jump into the sea at the end of it - and satisfied to be re-fuelling for the
next day’s work in such beautiful surrounds - both natural and woman-made.
Rod took this opportunity to ask me if I’d write a short piece for the Trust newsletter describing
what the experience of being a volunteer on the building project has been like. “Just something
short” he said. But how to fit such a unique experience into something short?
Anyone who has been following the project from the beginning, on the Architecture + Women
website (http://www.architecturewomen.org.nz/news-events/motu-kaikoura-final-push ), will know
that in July 2017, 16 women, all architectural graduates or registered architects (and one
engineer!), all from diverse backgrounds, enrolled to be part of a building workshop offered by
Strachan Group Architects and Architecture + Women. In return for the course fee we would “gain
confidence and further knowledge on a construction site”, as well as ‘on the tools’ experience
under the expert eyes of Dave Strachan, Architect, the builders from Crate Architectural
Innovations and, during the build, JR Hosking Carpenters.
In the end what we gained from this course was so much more than just building skills and
construction site knowledge. As women working in architecture we got to meet other women recent graduates, sole practitioners, mothers - and bond over our experiences in the profession.
As the weeks went on we formed strong ties, not only with each other, but also with the project, we
experienced the joy of crafting a building and the thrill of mastering new skills and tools, – we each
have a special wall, a piece of joinery, or a particular tool that we feel a sense of ownership of.
Photo:.Ross.Keane.

We discovered our own strengths within the group – Krupa
the human calculator, Nicky the aesthete, Ellie and George
the patient, pristine deck layers, Katie the MVP (most
valuable player, both for building and constant supply of
home baking). As architects, we had the invaluable
experience of having our roles reversed, from authors of
documents to interpreters of drawings in to built forms.
(Even with a very comprehensive set of plans we
discovered a new found respect for the time and patience
of builders.)

But there was more to come. The installation on the island itself. The course was originally going
to run every Friday and Saturday until mid-October, but we were asked if anyone was able to stay
on the build and help until installation in December. Lo and behold every single member of the
team continued working, and travelled to the island to help install in December.
Needless to say the patience of workplace bosses and clients
(who had allowed jobs to be left undone every Friday), and
families (who had not seen their partners / mothers on a
Saturday for 4 consecutive months), was wearing thin. But we
did whatever it took to make up the time, and I think that the
passion and dedication we all feel for the Motu Kaikoura
project is so strong that in the end it would have been difficult
for anyone to deny us the opportunity to finish what we had
started, and see the lodge erected on site.
Photo:.Krupa.Patel.
www.motukaikoura.org.nz..
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We’d like to take this opportunity to thank Dave Strachan and Maria Hosking, the architects and
our role models. Their dedication for this project has been unflagging. The unique parameters of
the project, and logistics of building on the island, meant that the work they did, and extra hours
they put in, far exceeded the usual call of duty. We have learnt so much from both of them, and
their patience, professionalism, craftsmanship and determination has been inimitable.
And so now it is finished,
and I’m not shy to say it
is looking stunning. ‘It’.
This building needs a
name…she is one of us
now! There are so many
people who have
contributed to the
creation of this building.
We would like to thank
Rod and Rosalie for
always being at hand on
the island to help during
the build. We’d also like to thank Clint, Jacinda and their girls for their help and hospitality, and for
kindly making a start on the construction waste that we were unable to take away with us on the
boat, and Piers for the wonderful boat rides! Lynda Simmons, and her team from Architecture +
Women, who spent many hours of their own time organising, documenting and promoting the
build, sourcing sponsors, supplying the build and the builders with support and resources, we are
grateful. And to the many sponsors of building materials and course fees, and to the members of
the Motu Kaikoura Trust, we thank you for your vision and for the opportunity to be part of such an
exciting project, we have learnt so much. We hope that the experiences the new building offers will
encourage others, who have a passion for New Zealand’s natural heritage, to visit Motu Kaikoura
and become active participants in its restoration.
Motu.Kaikoura.Lodge.–.Back.Entrance.

Time.to.go.home!.

Ka mate te kāinga tahi, ka ora te kāinga rua
When one house dies, a second lives
Written on behalf of the Architecture + Women Volunteer Build
Team: Nicola Herbst, Pip Newman, Gaynor Eade, Krupa Patel,
Jane Waldegrave, Katie Corner, Katherine Hebden, Elspeth Gray,
Georgina Gray, Yenegh Badimayalew, Aishwarya Basrur,.Terese
Fitzgerald, Divya Purushotham, LilyWong, Lauren van Tiel – by
Anna Boow
9
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Gannet Survey – January 2018

Using Motu Kaikoura as a base, a team of five researchers from
Environmental and Animal Sciences, Unitec Institute of Technology spent 09
to 12 January sampling the gannets breeding at Mahuki Island. Mahuki
Island, one of the Broken islands on the southern approaches to Port Fitzroy
Harbour, is the home to few thousand gannets and a convenient 20 min boat
ride to Motu Kaikoura. After a day in the hot sun wrangling gannets the return
passage to Motu Kaikoura followed by a warm shower was a delight.
The main objective of the trip was to
collect the gut contents of adults returning
to feed chicks. If breeding adults are
caught immediately on landing at the nest,
before feeding the chick, they frequently
regurgitate the contents of the upper digestive tract
spontaneously. Catching the gannets involves carefully placing
a hook, attached on the end of a long pole, around the neck and
pulling the bird towards the catcher and then catching the
regurgitation into a bucket (hopefully).
Once tanked up with food most gannets probably feed no
more than an hour or two direct flying time from their breeding
colony. Accordingly, the items recovered from the gut are
frequently well preserved and can be easily identified. We
are using these samples to identify the range of species upon
which gannets and potentially other marine predators in the
Hauraki Gulf depend for survival. Preliminary analysis
indicated that the fish species Jack Mackerel, Saury and Red
Bait were particularly important prey items this year. More
uncommon prey included arrow squid and even flying fish.
A similar sampling programme conducted last year at a similar time revealed
that diet of gannets returning to Mahuki Island was somewhat different being
dominated by arrow squid, anchovy and pilchard. This change may reflect the
consequences of the particularly warm waters being recorded around northern
New Zealand this summer. It is now recognised that many seabirds including
gannets are excellent, wide-ranging samplers of small fish and squid that may
be otherwise difficult to sample. This type of data on seabird diets may therefore
provide insights and information on the likely effects of ocean climate
interactions on the structure of food webs in coastal marine ecosystems and
upon which seabirds and other top predators depend. (Below; Gannets
fluttering during a hot day similar to a dog panting.)

Nigel Adams
.
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The Hidden Mokomoko of Motu Kaikoura
The land of birds is also the land of mokomoko/lizards (geckos and skinks). In the past decade,
DNA has helped to paint a more accurate picture of our lizard diversity, revealing around 120
unique species (a third more than our endemic birds). 100% of our indigenous lizards are only
found in Aotearoa and more than 75% of those are under threat, with 30% heading towards
extinction.
16 species currently reside in the Auckland region with 13 of these known to live on Aotea/Great
Barrier Island, which makes this Auckland’s lizard hotspot.
So far, searches on Motu Kaikoura have confirmed the presence of 3
known species – the copper skink (Not Threatened), shore skink (At
Risk – Naturally Uncommon) and the moko skink (At Risk – Relict).
Copper skinks are distributed throughout the island and are particularly
fond of damp areas with good cover of almost any material as long as it
gives them ample cover at the ground level.
Shore skinks are, as their name suggests, a coastal species - rarely
venturing beyond the vegetation bordering the coast and are often
seen ducking in and out of rocks at Boulder Bay.
Moko skinks are under threat on the mainland and rely on pest free
offshore islands for their continued survival. These are medium sized
skinks with vivid racing stripes running down the length of their body
and may be seen virtually anywhere on the island, with high densities
in some pockets.
Copper.skink.

Despite several attempts to
find geckos on Motu Kaikoura, to date none have been
confirmed. This doesn’t mean they aren’t present, in fact
this result is hardly surprising as the most effective time
for detecting geckos is at night by torchlight and efforts to
date have focused on suitable habitat within reasonable
walking distance of the cabins. Much of the habitat
surrounding the cabins may only be superficially suitable
due to the presence of preferred tree species such as kānuka (and even pines), but can lack
complex undergrowth for daytime retreats. Remnant pockets of mature forest are still present and
would have acted as areas of escape from fire. The areas of regenerating scrub surrounding these
pockets are probably our best bet for finding geckos and previously undetected skink species.
Motu Kaikoura may be home to virtually any of the lizards
present on Aotea however some are considerably more
likely than others. A trip by UNITEC in December 2017
included a reconnaissance mission to scope suitable
lizard habitat and based on this the following species may
potentially be present...
Ornate skinks (At Risk – Declining) may be in mature
forested pockets in leaf litter or among rocks, while
striped skinks (At Risk – Declining) may be tucked under logs or amongst epiphytes in mature
trees, the former is more likely.

www.motukaikoura.org.nz..
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Pacific geckos (At Risk – relict) may be present in the crevices of trees,
clay banks or rocks along with the Raukawa gecko (Not Threatened).
The Raukawa gecko surprised everyone when their footprints were
detected for the first time on Tiritiri Matangi Island in 2004, and are now
known from multiple sites there.

Forest.gecko.

The forest gecko and elegant gecko (At Risk – Declining) may be
utilizing kānuka pockets with sufficient undergrowth and within proximity
to refugia that would have assisted them in surviving the burning.
New Zealand’s largest gecko – the Duvaucel’s gecko (At Risk – Relict)
and the country’s longest lizard, the Chevron skink/ Niho Taniwha
(Threatened – Nationally Vulnerable) could also be present, although
this is unlikely. Duvaucel’s gecko was until recently considered extinct
from the New Zealand mainland until one was caught in a rodent trap
inside the predator-proof fence surrounding Maungatautari in the
Waikato.
When it comes to our mokomoko and what we think we know, we should
always expect the unexpected. If rat densities are kept low on Motu
Kaikoura as they are currently, it will give these needles in the haystack an opportunity to build
their numbers and change their predator-aversion behaviours making their presence a bit more
obvious.

Mikey Watson

KAKA COMMENTS – SUMMER CATCH UP 2018
What a swell summer it’s been so far….combined with a surge in interest around the lodge being
built things have seemed unprecedentedly busy!
About an hour ago the builders all left aboard the Norma Jean, with Piers and Skip, and although
things are just about completed, some of them will have to return to finish off a little bit here and
there…
The “Supermoon tides” and storm event that lashed NZ’s coastline didn’t leave things unscathed
around here either, as it washed away one of the concrete pads for the washing lines at
Smokehouse Bay, eroded the sea wall, and lots of flax which has tenaciously maintained its
position for years along the beach as well as around the coast of Motu Kaikoura too.
We’ve been planting out this flax up the ‘old road gully’ along with seedlings that we relocated
during track clearing from the pest control lines too, with lots of help from the kids, and volunteers
as well.
Our first living beings in the new lodge to stay overnight were a fantail and morepork. How fitting.
Later, when some of the dolphin researchers entered to rest, the piwakawaka and ruru were gently
evicted….after some time spent enjoying the evening’s serenading.During this time we also had a
large group staying while they collected samples from the gannet colony at little Mahuki Island, as
well as visitors and volunteers; so there was a fair bit of ‘musical boats’ happening down at the
wharf.
There were also some “not so musical” shrieks going on when the water flow was interrupted,
which people returning here will appreciate when the water system is fixed…currently the water
www.motukaikoura.org.nz..
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level in the creek is too low to get flow in to top up the tank, and yesterday evening when
investigating a problem in the pipeline I pulled out an eel that was firmly wedged in a join….I will
not elaborate!!!!
Last year it was a real pleasure to have the ‘bird group’ return for their annual surveying. I was
very privileged to learn from Barbara some more about the calls to distinguish the trickier birds to
identify. We also discovered a fledgling morepork who was perfectly camouflaged on the forest
floor, except for it’s big yellow eyes and snappy beak, which ruined it’s attempt at crypticity. A few
hours later it had disappeared. Thankfully we have no feral cats to make a meal of it.
Recently Clint had some brilliant news. Early last year he sought permission from the trustees to
clear out one of the old ponds to encourage pateke to return here. After inspection and approval
from a repsentative of the Department of Conservation it finally happened. Clint was able to clear
out one side before the digger had to be used to build the new lodge. Recently we’ve had it free
again to get on with the western side.
Well, while Clint was actually dredging out the mud what should fly in to check it all out, was a
wonderful wee pateke!! It floated about watching him, perhaps excited about all those goodies
brought up to the bank with the longer reaching arm of the digger and (just hopefully) planning on
staying to start a family. We’ve never seen them in that vicinity up until then, only a few down at
Crawford’s Cove.
It’s been a while since we’ve seen any at Port Fitzroy reclamation and it seems the numbers have
been dwindling in this area, so we have our fingers and toes crossed that our efforts will actually
help make a substantial improvement here for them.
Our last monitoring results showed only two percent of the tracking tunnels indicating the presence
of rats. Although this is one of our best results ever we aren’t resting on our laurels, as there’s
plenty of food around for them and plenty of rats nearby that often swim over too. Perhaps we
could host a talent search for ‘Pied Pipers’ at Great Barrier Island?...
Visitors to Motu Kaikoura often comment on the proliferation of stick insects around here,
especially around the shower block, so of all the trees many of them could choose to mate on
lately, the only tree we noticed them on at the time was an apple sapling in the garden, with eight
pairs mating amongst it’s foliage, to Xyra’s discovery and delight!If you haven’t been out for a while
now is a good time to come and visit

Jacinda and the Stannard Family

OUTDOOR PURSUITS CENTRE (OPC)
20 students from Kaikpara College (Helensville) kayaked from OPC Gt Barrier Island to Bradshaw
Cove, Motu Kaikoura for an overnight camping trip bringing all their gear with them.
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C/- Rosalie Miller
44 Martins Bay Road
RD2
WARKWORTH 0982

rosaliegmiller@hotmail.com

Annual donations as a supporter are tax deductible. Your donations are appreciated.
Single
$20
Student
$10
Bequest…………..

Family
Life

$25
$250

Name __________________________________
Address ________________________________
_________________________________
My cheque for _______________________________is enclosed
Or ASB Account – Motu Kaikoura Trust 12 3077 0580668 00
Please email me if you have made a direct payment so that I can issue you with a tax
deductible receipt.
Thank you.
Rosalie Miller
Motu Kaikoura Supporters
I would like to receive newsletters by: Email_______________________________
Hard copy Yes/No

“Having vision is not enough..
Change comes through realising the
vision
And turning it into reality.”
Sir Peter Blake
www.motukaikoura.org.nz!
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