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Toddler / Pre-school Playground
During our Local Board Plan Consultation engagement a number of submitters pointed out
the need for a dedicated toddler/pre-school playground and gave the example of Lake Town
Green in Hauraki as an example.
Lake Town Green in Hauraki is one of the most used playgrounds on the North Shore. This
is unsurprising considering that it is aimed at our youngest residents and their caregivers.
Families from Kaipatiki frequently travel all the way to Hauraki in order to visit this
playground. They do this because of the following reasons:
●

●

●

Fencing - it is one of the few fully-fenced
playgrounds on the North Shore. Children’s play
areas should be away from traffic and, where
possible, fenced. A number of the caregivers
who frequent Lake Town Green have active
toddlers who like to run and explore and a lot of
the mothers also have babies as well. If a
mother is looking after a baby it is hard for them
to run after a toddler who has decided to
‘explore’ onto the road. The fence through
protecting young children from hazards also serves to reduce parental stress and
worry.
Surface - the soft surface, artificial grass and real grass is perfect for babies who are
crawling, cruising or just beginning to walk. At most playgrounds bark is the preferred
surface, however, a lot of small children continue to ‘mouth’ small items up to
18-24mths. While bark is the perfect natural surface for older kids, in these
circumstances bark can be a choking hazard.
Age-appropriate play equipment - small children often want to follow the big kids up
high. While other playgrounds have some pieces that are ‘toddler friendly’, most
toddlers won’t want to stick to those one or
two pieces! They will want to copy the older
kids or try to get up higher. This can be
dangerous if parents are momentarily
distracted by a younger sibling. At Lake Town
Green the equipment, while interactive and
engaging, is challenging enough without being
dangerous for toddlers. Mothers can happily
feed their babies while allowing their toddlers
to explore and play safely.

●

●

Developmentally appropriate play equipment the play equipment at Lake Town Green allows
for sensory play and exploration. There is a
small sandpit for imaginative nature play, a large
xylophone for musical play, a balance beam,
slide, in-ground trampolines and swings for
active play.
Shade - we don’t have enough playgrounds with
shade. Lake Town
Green provides shade to help protect children from the
sun. They also help to keep equipment cool which means
that the playground is able to be used all day long during
summer.
● Social connection - this is a great place for
families to connect and for parents and caregivers to
meet.

“It’s an awesome park! So great for both kids! There’s nothing there that makes me nervous
- no high forts or anything crazy!”

Jean Sampson Proposal
Why Jean Sampson Reserve?
● Toddler equipment - unlike most other
playgrounds in Kaipatiki Jean Sampson
Reserve already has solely toddler friendly
equipment meaning that any playground
upgrade wouldn’t be taking away from older
children or different age groups. Visitors have
been asking for a few more pieces of
equipment to keep children entertained, such
as a slide and sandpit (Captivate survey data).
This could easily be done while keeping and
utilising existing pieces (some of which have been donated).
● Fenced on three sides - it would be extremely easy to put a small fence across the
front of Jean Sampson Reserve, if done like the white picket fence at Lake Town
Green this would be in keeping with the local area. Local users have requested this
and an upgrade of the surrounding fence
(Captivate survey data). It would be a great
opportunity to work with the Men’s Shed or
other local groups to have interactive pieces
along the back fence next to the playground.
● Toilet - the one thing that parents complain
about when going to Lake Town Green is the
lack of a toilet. As the Board has already to

●

resolved to move the Bartley Street Toilet to Jean Sampson Reserve then this would
be an additional facility for park users.
Location - I have been looking for an ideal spot for a
toddler-friendly playground in Kaipatiki however most
other locations are unsuitable. Other playgrounds
around Kaipatiki are already targeted at older age
groups meaning that any redevelopment of the
playground would be taking away from older children.
Other sites are also generally sloped or might not be
pram friendly. While ideally we would have such a
playground in a more central location within the Board
area, we know that parents are frequently driving to Hauraki to use the playground
there and this would shorten the trip considerably. We also know that the surrounding
population to Jean Sampson Reserve is changing to include more young families and
they should also be catered for.

