Chair’s monthly report
This report covers the period 15 May until 11 June 2019. It is on the agenda for the local
board business meeting held on 18 June.

Climate Emergency Declaration
At the local board meeting on 4 June we
supported member Denise Roche’s
Notice of Motion calling for an Auckland
Council declaration of an ecological and
climate emergency.
Denise spoke at the Environment and
Community Committee on 11 June on
behalf of the local board. The
Committee voted unanimously to join a
growing community of cities around the
world who have formally and publicly
recognised the urgency for action on
climate change by declaring a climate
emergency.
“Our declaration further elevates the importance of an immediate national and global
response to address our changing climate,” said Councillor Penny Hulse, chair of the
committee.
Photo credit above: Cr Richard Hills: Rangatahi o Tāmaki Makau Rau (and Grant Hewison
from the Waitematā Low Carbon Network) speaking up for climate action.

Photo left: Denise Roche from
Waitematā Local Board and Greg
Presland, Chair Waitākere Ranges
Local Board speaking in support of a
climate change emergency at the
Environment and Community
Committee
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Notice of Motion - Member D Roche - Ecological and Climate Emergency Declaration
Resolution number WTM/2019/104
MOVED by Member DR Roche, seconded by Member A Avendano Christie:

That the Waitematā Local Board:
a)

note its concerns about the ecological and climate crisis

b)

support any Auckland Council declaration of an ecological and climate
emergency for the Auckland region

c)

urge the Governing Body to declare an ecological and climate emergency
for the Auckland region

d)

note that the Governing Body will shortly be consulting on Auckland’s
Climate Action Plan

e)

forward these resolutions to the Environment and Community Committee,
all local boards and to Auckland Transport for their consideration and
immediate action.

Attachment 1: Our Auckland article Waitematā Local Board welcomes Climate Emergency

Transport
The local board is committed to road safety and street design which delivers “slower traffic
speeds, safer intersections and footpaths and cycle lanes built to international best practice”
(Local Board Plan 2017). The transport portfolio has been working on a number of safety
related projects.
Solent St intersection
We have supported AT removing the
slip lanes at Solent Street
intersection design as part of the
Tamaki Drive cycleway project
(photo right: a truck using the slip
lane at speed).
In a very surprising and
disappointing letter the Ports of
Auckland CEO has outlined why he
opposes the removal of the slip
lanes. Auckland Transport has
provided a response robustly
outlining why the preferred design
has been chosen.
Attachment 2: Correspondence with Ports of Auckland.

Pedestrian crossings
We support the programme Auckland
Transport has underway to upgrade
crossings to slow drivers down and make
streets safer for pedestrians. This has
resulted in improved crossings on Parnell
Road (photo right).
The local board has also successfully
advocated for new crossings on Kelmarna
Avenue by Marist School and College Hill
by St Mary’s College.
Community Safety Fund
Local Boards have been allocated a share of a new one-off Community Safety Fund. This
fund is $20 million split over the 2019/20 and 2020/21 Financial Years and is designed to
address safety issues raised by local communities, that don’t meet Auckland Transport’s
regional prioritisation for funding. The fund is divided between the 21 local board areas using
the area’s numbers of Deaths and Serious Injuries, as a major component of the funding
formula.
Waitematā Local Board has been allocated approx. $1.4m from the fund. A decision on
which projects to progress to the next stage (AT preparation of rough order of costs) will be
made at the business meeting on 18 June. Attachment 3 outlines the projects considered
for funding from the Community Safety Fund and additional projects the transport portfolio
would like AT to progress.
Tactical Urbanism
Auckland Transport is working with NZTA on a new Innovating Streets Toolkit to allow for
quicker interventions that promote healthy and safe roads.
I have asked AT to consider the following projects for the quick win/tactical urbanism
approach.






Midtown to the Domain route needing minor physical changes and wayfinding:
Wellesley St cycle lane connection to the Princes St slip lane alongside Wellesley St
up to Symonds St Bridge (cycle crossing phase at the intersection Wellesley/Princes
St) crossing to Whitaker Place with the pedestrian crossing phase via Grafton Gully
cycleway to Grafton Road “shared path” on northern side to the Domain
Painted cycle lane connection to the current feeder lane on Williamson Ave at
Ponsonby Road. Eg connection to start at MacKelvie St intersection alongside the
service station through Pollen St intersection (markings already exist as an oversize
vehicle lane and no parking has to be removed)- this will create visibility of people on
bikes as currently a safety issue with number of vehicle crossings into service station
Alex Evans Drive connection between Symonds St and Upper Queen St bridge/start
of Ian McKinnnon cycleway – plans were developed about four years ago by AT



Crummer Road contra flow at Scanlan St – currently blocked to through traffic but
ideal to create a cut through for people on bikes (currently used informally) – first
logged with AT in 2011

Western Springs shared path
Local board advocacy has
resulted in construction of the
Western Springs shared path on
Great North Road. NZTA and
AT first undertook to progress
this work in 2013 as part of the
St Lukes interchange project. I
escalated the unacceptable
delay to the project after a cyclist
was seriously injured in a crash
with a driver coming off the
motorway.
We are however disappointed
that the final design doesn’t
include raised tables on the off ramps as recommended by AT. NZTA has advised as
follows:
We have been working with AT but we are finding it challenging to find a solution that keeps
all our vulnerable uses (cyclists, pedestrians, motorcyclist) safe. The issue is that there is a
lack of a policy position on raised tables at motorway interchanges. We have recognised this
as an issue and we are working as quickly as possible to form a view. We are very cognisant
that the world is changing and that we need to work with our partners (AT and stakeholders)
to ensure our policies keep up with urban form and urban development.
To confirm where we are at:








The Transport Agency is happy with the off-ramp realignment, where the curve has
been straightened.
The Transport Agency is happy with the on-ramp alignment, although we would
prefer that it is re-aligned to reduce entry speed.
The Transport Agency has not made a decision on raised tables at motorway
interchanges at this point. The AT proposal sets significant precedence and the lack
of an Agency policy position has serious implications on other projects in Auckland
and wider New Zealand.
Until a policy can be confirmed we are advising that the Agency is not in support of
raised table junctions at these locations.
We have engaged with parties internal to the Agency to establish a path forward so
we can have a clear direction going forward.
This has been escalated to the highest point in our organisations and they are aware
of the issue (Tier 2 in NZTA and CEO at AT).

As mentioned our safety team is working as quickly as possible to establish a path forward.
It has been suggested that the works could be completed without raised tables, which could
be retrofitted at a later date should it become policy.

Auckland Harbour Bridge Shared Path
On 22 May NZTA
announced a preferred
design for the Auckland
Harbour Bridge Shared
Path (formally known as
SkyPath). The local
board has been
advocating for this
project for many years.
NZTA is currently
analysing the existing
consent and conditions
and working to see if the preferred design fits within it. A variation is a possibility. A detailed
business case is being developed. Best case scenario is a December 2020 construction
start.
A drop-in session is planned for 4 July between 4-8pm at Ponsonby Cruising Club, 141-151
Westhaven Drive, Westhaven. NZTA has reaffirmed this project is a priority for the
Government.
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/auckland-harbour-bridge-shared-path/

Western Springs resource consent - next steps
On 4 June the Waitematā Local Board
received a briefing on the outcomes of
the resource consent hearing for the
removal of pine trees at Te Wai Orea Western Springs Lakeside Park and
received recommendations on the
next steps in order to progress the
local board’s native forest restoration
project. The resource consent has
been granted for the removal of 200+
pine trees with a set of conditions.
The local board has accepted the
advice of officers to proceed with the
project. We considered the additional
conditions and noted as follows:





The independent commissioners reviewed all the evidence presented and determined
that removal of the pines in one operation as now proposed is a practicable approach
to enhancing the indigenous biodiversity values of the SEA and providing for the
appreciation of the park as an urban forest (para 145 of the decision)
The commissioners accepted that removal is required due to ongoing and increasing
health and safety concerns in relation to the trees continuing decline and failure (para
117)
The alternative option of allowing the pines to fall and the indigenous vegetation to
continue to develop was considered but rejected as this would require the closure of










the pine tree area and involve no access and no pest control. This will lead to the
proliferation of pest plants and hinder the regeneration of the indigenous vegetation
(para 119).
The methodology has been revised to focus on the aim of restoring and enhancing the
park’s SEA values. The access track will only be to the width of the digger (up to 4m
wide is consented, but likely to be less) and for 200m (50 per cent less area than
originally proposed).
Removal of tree trunks will be limited and most will be mulched on site.
An independent ecologist will provide oversight to limit the damage to the understory.
This will be minimised as much as possible – at the most extreme there could be up to
50 per cent damage to low level plants but due to the change in methodology damage
is likely to be a lot less. Soil erosion and silt run off will also be minimised.
An independent arborist is required to oversee the works and will work closely with the
independent ecologist to minimise damage from the tree felling
Planting will be from a “species palette” consistent with the SEA values. Up to 15,000
plants are available, but with the reduction in the plantable area (due to the trunks
remaining in situ) there is likely to be space for approximately 10,000 plants
As part of the conditions Council will appoint a community liaison person to be
available 12 hours per day; updates will be provided every second day on a purposebuilt webpage

The next window for pine removal is now Feb/March 2020 (to avoid bird roosting season,
wet weather etc). The whole operation including planting will take approximately 6 weeks.
There will then be the opportunity for community engagement and involvement to determine
the management going forward and potential track upgrades.
Officers have advised that unfortunately it is not possible to open the walking track in the
interim. A buffer zone would need to be created alongside the track and as the trees are
over 60m tall nearly all would need to be removed.
The commissioner’s decision can still be appealed. This will further delay the restoration
project and limit the park’s use for public access and recreational purposes.

Western Springs Lakeside Park update
I have been providing a regular update on path
cleaning and other maintenance matters at
Westerns Springs Lakeside Park. Following my
Ponsonby News update in May I received a
complaint about the park and the accuracy of my
reporting. I provided the following response
(published in the June Ponsonby News):
I have visited the park and followed up with Mr Hay
to confirm that what I reported in my Ponsonby
News update is correct. I agree that we want
Western Springs Lakeside Park to be well
maintained but the huge amount of geese poo is an
ongoing issue. Here is a summary from Council’s
Senior Maintenance Delivery Coordinator about the
action being taken: cleaning of the pathway is
being completed a minimum of five times a week.
The contractor has been instructed to check the
path every day and if cleaning is required it is to be

completed that day. The contractor has been using a combination of a sweeping vehicle and
water blasting to clear the path. Recently Community Facilities has also been trialling some
methods to keep the geese from congregating on the path. The most recent trial involves a
low level temporary fence. It has been successful at keeping the geese off a portion but
unfortunately the geese just move on to another area of the path and cause the same
issues. Council’s long-term solution to reduce the number of geese will greatly improve the
situation and at this stage we are aiming to begin control in late June.
The water quality and sediment issues that Mr Hay referred to have been forwarded on to
Council’s Healthy Waters department. The rubbish floating at the water’s edge should be
removed by the contractors as loose litter. A recent inspection has confirmed that the bins
that should be in place are in place. There are still park benches that require replacement
following last year’s storm.

City Centre amenities
The local board is championing the provision of public toilets in the city centre. Work is
currently underway on a City Centre Amenities strategic review following the local board
raising concerns that the public toilets at the new CRL stations will be located behind gate
barriers with no plans to install accessible facilities and no part of council responsible for
mapping the location of public toilets (the most up to date resource has been created by
board member Vernon Tava on
his personal website).
In the meantime, Auckland
Transport is rolling out a Bus
Driver Exeloo Programme in the
City Centre that also provides a
public toilet in a number of
locations. The programme
includes a Exeloo on Lower
Albert St that was installed last
year and a new Exeloo opened
on Victoria St at the beginning of
June (photo right). The local
board provided input into the
locations and suggested
including drinking fountains.
AT has provided the following update on other locations:
Quay Street (seaside 120m east of Tapora Street): This site supports bus layovers for
some 24 buses opposite Vector Arena. The unit will sit between the new cycle path and the
old footpath with access from the footpath side only. Because of the cycle traffic through this
area, AT will also be installing a drinking fountain (with dog drinking bowl) to the specification
requested by the LB.
City Works Depot: AT could not find a suitable site on Nelson (Wellesley St or Cook Street)
and City Works Deport did not want an Exeloo on their Sale St frontage which they are
developing. So we again approached CWD with a lease proposal. The agreement is to
build a bespoke, secure keypad access, single-unit toilet within the CWD site, next to
customer toilets in the Nelson St retaining wall. Drivers will access the toilet via the spiral
stairs from Nelson Street. The agreement sees CWD designing, constructing, cleaning and
maintaining the toilet for the exclusive use by bus drivers in exchange for an annual lease

fee; ultimately the asset will pass to CWD once permanent bus layover facilities are created
in the CBD.
FY19/20 Forward Plan: FY19/20 funding has yet to be confirmed, however AT Metro
Service Delivery have approved a project mandate to investigate further Exeloo sites as
follows:



Bus Driver Exeloo sites: Mayoral Drive (near AUT); Nuffield Street Newmarket;
Hobson Street (between Wolfe & Wyndam St) Avondale Terminus (Copsey Place);
Waikowhai Terminus
Rail Exeloo Sites: Parnell Station; Grafton Station; Ellerslie Station; Glenn Innes
Station; Papatoetoe Station; Middlemore Station

Auckland Domain
We're fortunate to have an
excellent maintenance
manager for Waitematā. Karl
(photo right) is passionately on
the case sorting out issues in
our parks.
On June he was happy to meet
me for a site visit at the
Domain (along with his boss)
to look at a few maintenance
issues that have been logged
with me. Lots of work is
underway to make the Domain
a world class premier park.
For the first time Auckland Museum has an
accessible (very grand and beautifully
landscaped) pathway to the front door. On 27
May, the Mayor announced the new official
name Te Ara Oranga
(Attachment 4: Our Auckland Domain Pathway
Officially Opened)
At the Domain Committee meeting on 5 June
four new paths funded by the local board were
approved (photo right).
In another milestone for the Domain the new
Wintergarden nursery glasshouses were
blessed on 11 June by Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei.
Cr Mike Lee spoke at the opening.

Homelessness initiatives
We're continuing to look at ways to fund small initiatives that complement Housing First
Auckland and other regional projects that address homelessness. From a $20,000 allocation
Lifewise Auckland will receive a $10,000 grant to support the initial scoping of an Auckland
Housing Help Centre; an $8,000 grant will go to Heart of the City to support their Street
Guardians Programme, and $2,000 will go towards volunteer training facilitated by the
Auckland City Mission. (Attachment 5: Our Auckland Homeless Community shown support
in Waitemata)
The city centre targeted rate paid
by businesses and residents
contributed $2million to the
upgrade of James Liston Hostel in
Freemans Bay. On 5 June the
Mayor, joined by Minister Phil
Twyford opened the newly
revamped facility providing 55
emergency beds with wrap
around services. It has been a
tremendous effort by the Hostel
Trust team led Dame Diane
Robertson and supported by
Lifewise and the City Mission.

Enhancing Auckland’s tree cover
On 2 June Stuff journalist Charlie Mitchell reported on The Aotearoa Chainsaw Massacre. In
2013 the former National-led government removed general tree protection rules leading to
the loss of many urban trees. Here's what the local board has been doing to enhance and
protect tree cover:
 opposed the RMA changes and have continued to advocate for tree protection
 worked to identify trees to be
scheduled in the Unitary Plan - this
was work led by former board
member Tricia Reade
 included as many trees as possible
in our projects (eg Teed St
upgrade) and have pushed AT to
identify new opportunities for tree
pits
 supported the revised City Centre
Masterplan revised target of
increasing streets trees in the city
centre by 25 per cent by 2021.
 support Auckland's Urban Ngahere
(Forest) Strategy and the Mayor's 1 million trees project
 working to develop a local urban ngahere implementation plan
 funding tree planting for Arbor Day (Photo above: planting in Newmarket Park on 8
June)
 funding volunteer plantings and regeneration projects
 allocated a grant the Urban Tree Alliance for an Adopt a Tree event in Western Park







funded the LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) data mapping to calculate the
"canopy cover" of Waitemata
part of the team that helped save the Western Springs Pohutukawas
planted fruit trees in Grey Lynn Park
Deputy Chair Shale Chambers was part of the City Centre Advisory Board working
group who have successfully secured agreement from AT to include more street
trees in the Albert St upgrade design
And at Western Springs up to 15,000 new trees will be planted as part of a native
bush regeneration project.

Annual Budget 19/20
At a business meeting on 4 June we approved the Waitemata local content for the Annual
Budget 2019/2020 which includes a Local Board Agreement, a message from the chair, local
board advocacy, and a local fees and charges schedule for 2019/2020. Each financial year,
Auckland Council must have a Local Board Agreement between the Governing Body and
each local board, for each local board area. On 20 June 2019, the Governing Body will meet
to adopt Auckland Council’s Annual Budget 2019/2020, including 21 local board
agreements.
Attachment 6: Our Auckland Youth leadership developed with spoken word poetry (funding
provided from the local board community grant fund 2018/2019).

Meetings and workshops: 15 May until 11 June

















Planning Committee workshop on
15 May
Meeting to discuss SBN’s GulfX
project on 15 May
Meeting with University of Auckland
healthy homes researchers on 16
May
LGNZ National Council meeting in
Wellington on 17 May (photo right
with Mayor Justin Lester who
recently announced his intention to
make Lambton Quay car free)
Weekly chairs catch up held on 20
May, 27 May and 10 June
Meeting on 20 May hosted by Deputy Mayor Bill Cashmore, local board
representatives and Auckland Transport to discuss the speed bylaw implementation
Waitematā Local Board business meeting on 21 May
Monthly catch up with the GM of the K’rd Business Association on 22 May
Communications meeting on 22 May
Auckland City Centre Advisory Board workshop and meeting on 22 May
Meeting on 23 May with Civic Events and Regional Facilities Auckland to discuss the
organisation of citizenship ceremonies at the Town Hall
LGNZ Zone 1 meeting on 24 May
Meeting with the Pop Up Globe team on 24 May
Waitematā Local Board workshops on 28 May, 4 and 11 June
Transport portfolio meeting on 29 May













Joint Governing Body/Local Board Chairs meeting on 29 May
Meeting with Trevor Dunn and Boud Hammelburg, Advisors to Westhaven Forum
Trust at Royal NZ Yacht Club on 31 May
Meeting with Community Facilities managers on 5 June to discuss Victoria Park car
park driveway renewal
Domain Committee workshop and business meeting on 5 June
Meeting with Newmarket Business Association GM on 1 May
Domain Committee meeting on 5 June
Meeting with GM Parnell Business Association on 6 June
Attended meeting on 6 June organised by Hon Nikki Kaye with businesses impacted
by CRL works
Meeting with Parnell Business Association GM on 5 June
Informal catch up with the Chair, Waiheke Local Board on 6 June
Local Board Chairs Monthly Forum on 10 June

Events and functions: 15 May until 11 June














Good Citizens Awards ceremony on 16 May
(Attachment 7 Our Auckland and featured in
Ponsonby News June update Attachment 8)
Auckland Writers Festival opening night party on
16 May
Literally Lorne, Auckland Writers Festival free
event on 17 May
Te reo with Scottie Morrison, Auckland Writers
Festival on 18 May
Spoke at Trash to Trade event organised by Grey
Lynn 2030 on 19 May (photo right)
Tripartite 2019 (An economic alliance of LA,
Guangzhou and Auckland coinciding with Tech
Week) Welcome Reception for our international
delegates and speakers on Sunday 19 May and
attended an Innovation Showcase for Tripartite
2019 followed by lunch 20 May. I was interested
to hear from Stephen Cheung, President World Trade Centre, LA about Los
Angeles' Clean Air Action Plan based on data and innovation to force changes to
deal with the pollution and health implications of dirty bunker fuel. He was part of a
panel on new trends in public and private sector data sharing.
Auckland Museum stakeholder breakfast on 23 May
Joined the community of St
Matthew-in-the-City for a Powhiri
and reception on 23 May to
welcome our overseas guests who
belong to an international network
of inner city churches
Opened the Go with Tourism Expo
on 24 May at Auckland
Showgrounds (photo right with
Tapata Wehi, founder The Haka
Experience)
HiTech gala dinner on 24 May at
the invitation of ATEED



















Opening of the new walkway Te ara Oranga
connecting Auckland Museum on 27 May
Pride Pledge launch on 28 May at Coco’s cantina
at the invitation of Krd Business Association
Officiated at the Town Hall Citizenship Ceremony
on 28 May (photo right with new citizen Constable
Parvee from Thailand and Karem Colmenares,
event organiser)
Attended Friends of Sustainable Coastlines event
on 28 May
Opening of the Doc Edge Festival at Q Theatre
on 29 May
Join the Dante Auckland at Winger Maserati to
celebrate the Italian Republic Day on 2 June
Attended Open Iftar (dinner) 2019 hosted by
New Zealand Eid Day at Ellen Melville Centre
on 2 June (photo right)
Mt Albert Electorate community morning tea
with the PM on 5 June (photo below right)
Opening of James Liston Hostel by the Mayor
on 5 June
China Business Awards dinner at
Shed 10 on 6 June at the invitation of
NZ China Council
Newmarket Business Association
awards dinner on 7 June
Arbor Day tree planting in Newmarket
Park on 8 June
Attended the opening of the
Wintergarden nursery glasshouses at
Auckland Domain on 11 June
Spoke at the launch of Again Again, reusable
cups as a service system, at The Store, Quay
Street on 11 June (photo right with Again
Again co-founders Melissa Firth and Nada
Piatek and Sustainable Business Network,
CEO Rachel Brown
Delicious Oblivion, Cabaret Season Launch on
11 June at the Civic Theatre at the invitation of
Auckland Live

Attachments
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Attachment 1

Waitematā Local Board welcomes
declaration of climate emergency
Published: 11 June 2019
Our Auckland

Students marching on Parliament calling for action on climate change. Photo credit: Generation Zero.

Waitematā Local Board has welcomed the decision by the Environment and
Community Committee to declare a climate emergency.
This follows a resolution passed by the local board last week calling on Auckland
Council’s Governing Body to declare an ecological and climate emergency for the
Auckland region.
Local board member Denise Roche delivered a notice of motion at the local board’s
business meeting, noting concerns about the impact of an ecological and climate
crisis on Auckland.
Ms Roche cited a recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
report which indicates that a temperature increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius or more
could result in unprecedented risks and weather events.
Current trends in emissions suggest we are actually facing a temperature increase of
over three degrees says Ms Roche.
“The IPCC report concludes that the world must reduce emissions of greenhouse
gases to net zero by the middle of this century to have a reasonable chance of
limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. Western nations will need to reach
this figure more quickly,” she said.

Attachment 1

Auckland Council’s current goal under the Low Carbon Strategic Action Plan, is to
achieve a 40 per cent reduction of greenhouse gas generation by 2040.
Until recently the Government’s aim was for a 50 per cent reduction by 2050.
However, the passing of the first reading in Parliament of The Climate Change
Response (Zero Carbon) Bill calls for zero emissions in most areas except
agricultural methane emissions by 2050.
Ms Roche says the local board support the bill in principal as a mechanism to reduce
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.
“However, if New Zealand is to reach the IPCC’s goal, the sooner we reach carbon
neutrality, the better,” she said.

Worldwide climate action
There has been a worldwide movement to declare climate change emergencies
following waves of global protests, including student strikes and mass-occupations.
Earlier this year, Wales, and the United Kingdom as a whole, declared climate and
environmental emergencies. Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon followed, stating
her declaration was “a public promise” to act on global warming and had been
inspired by young protesters who went on strike from school to urge action.
Waitematā Local Board member Adriana Avendaño Christie, who seconded Ms
Roche’s motion, says we need to take immediate action on climate change and its
youth who are pushing the hardest for change.

“We need real and bold climate action now.
We need to do everything in our power to push
for a 1.5 degrees Celsius world. Over the last
year we’ve seen youth rising, calling for radical
change, fast. We must listen,” she said.
Ms Roche says there has already been some progress in New Zealand with
Wellington City Council currently consulting on its draft pathway to zero carbon and
both Environment Canterbury and Nelson City Council recently declaring climate
emergencies in their areas.
“While our local board has supported many emissions reduction actions – and in fact
was the first local board to develop a Low Carbon Action Plan in 2015 – we’re calling
on the Governing Body to declare a climate emergency to trigger faster action to
reduce emissions and bring about zero nett emissions before 2050 to avoid
catastrophic climate impacts.”

Attachment 1

“We support public consultation on Auckland’s Climate Action Framework. The draft
framework identifies 11 key moves that give us the direction we need to work
towards a zero carbon, climate-resilient future. These key moves are expected to
deliver identified outcomes with a range of benefits including health, cleaner air and
water and stronger communities and economies. It will also help deliver on national
objectives set out in the Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon) Bill.”
“We must put the climate crisis at the center of our thinking and decision making. A
declaration that there is a climate crisis is the first step that will make this happen.
Otherwise we risk abandoning our guiding principles of making decisions for current
and the future generations,” she said.
Auckland Council’s Climate Action Framework will open for public consultation on 9
July 2019.

Attachment 2

From: Pippa Coom (Waitemata Local Board)
Sent: Thursday, 30 May 2019 12:25 PM
To: Tony Gibson <GibsonT@poal.co.nz>
Cc: Pervin Fatakia <FatakiaP@poal.co.nz>; Shane Ellison (AT) <Shane.Ellison@at.govt.nz>; Ben Halliwell (AT)
<Ben.Halliwell@at.govt.nz>; Alistair Kirk <kirka@poal.co.nz>; randhir.karms@at.govt.nz; bryan
<sherritt@at.govt.nz>; Vernon Tava ‐ Waitemata <Vernon.Tava@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Simon Tattersfield
<Simon.Tattersfield@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Mayor Phil Goff <Phil.Goff@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Councillor
Chris Darby <Chris.Darby@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Matt Ball (External) <ballm@poal.co.nz>; Wayne Thompson
<thompsonw@POAL.CO.NZ>; David Nelson (AT) <David.Nelson@at.govt.nz>; Rory Palmer
<Rory.Palmer@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Solent Street intersection ‐ removal of slip lanes
Dear Tony
Auckland Transport has prepared the attached response to your letter. I am satisfied that the local board has taken
the right position in seeking the removal of the Solent St slip lanes as proposed by AT. Our focus is on prioritising
safety to achieve the best outcome for all road users.

Ngā mihi | Regards
Pippa Coom
Chair
Waitematā Local Board | Auckland Council
Phone: 021 926 618
Board office: 52 Swanson Street, Auckland Central, Auckland City 1010
Website: www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/waitemata

From: Pervin Fatakia <FatakiaP@poal.co.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, 8 May 2019 3:53 PM
To: Pippa Coom (Waitemata Local Board) <Pippa.Coom@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>
Cc: Tony Gibson <GibsonT@poal.co.nz>; Shane Ellison (AT) <Shane.Ellison@at.govt.nz>; Ben Halliwell (AT)
<Ben.Halliwell@at.govt.nz>; Alistair Kirk <kirka@poal.co.nz>; randhir.karms@at.govt.nz; bryan
<sherritt@at.govt.nz>; Vernon Tava ‐ Waitemata <Vernon.Tava@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Simon Tattersfield
<Simon.Tattersfield@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Mayor Phil Goff <Phil.Goff@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Councillor
Chris Darby <Chris.Darby@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Matt Ball (External) <ballm@poal.co.nz>; Wayne Thompson
<thompsonw@POAL.CO.NZ>
Subject: Solent Street intersection ‐ removal of slip lanes
Dear Pippa,
Please find attached letter (including attachment) from Tony Gibson.
Many thanks.
1
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Kind regards,
Pervin
Pervin Fatakia
Executive Assistant
DDI: 09 348 5363| M: 021 921 356 | fatakiap@poal.co.nz | www.poal.co.nz

Thank you
From: Pippa Coom (Waitemata Local Board) [mailto:Pippa.Coom@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz]
Sent: Friday, 3 May 2019 4:39 p.m.
To: Tony Gibson <GibsonT@poal.co.nz>
Cc: Matt Ball <BallM@poal.co.nz>; Shane Ellison (AT) <Shane.Ellison@at.govt.nz>; Ben Halliwell (AT)
<Ben.Halliwell@at.govt.nz>; Alistair Kirk <KirkA@poal.co.nz>; Randhir Karma (AT) <Randhir.Karma@at.govt.nz>;
Bryan Sherritt (AT) <Bryan.Sherritt@at.govt.nz>; Vernon Tava ‐ Waitemata
<Vernon.Tava@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Simon Tattersfield <Simon.Tattersfield@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Mayor
Phil Goff <Phil.Goff@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Councillor Chris Darby <Chris.Darby@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Solent Street intersection ‐ removal of slip lanes
Dear Tony
Can I please have a response.
The local board has supported PoAL operations over many years. We are all part of the Auckland Council whanau so
it is disappointing that there appears to be an unwillingness to work together on what’s best for the city centre.
It might assist if a PoAL rep is on the Auckland City Centre Advisory Board and part of the wider city centre
leadership group (I’ve added in the Mayor and Cr Darby into this email so hopefully it can be considered for next
term).

Ngā mihi | Regards
Pippa Coom
Chair
Waitematā Local Board | Auckland Council
Phone: 021 926 618
Board office: 52 Swanson Street, Auckland Central, Auckland City 1010
Website: www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/waitemata
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From: Pippa Coom (Waitemata Local Board)
Sent: Thursday, 28 March 2019 3:06 PM
To: 'gibsont@poal.co.nz' <gibsont@poal.co.nz>
Cc: Matt Ball (External) <ballm@poal.co.nz>; Shane Ellison (AT) <Shane.Ellison@at.govt.nz>; Ben Halliwell (AT)
(Ben.Halliwell@at.govt.nz) <Ben.Halliwell@at.govt.nz>; 'kirka@poal.co.nz' <kirka@poal.co.nz>; Randhir Karma (AT)
<Randhir.Karma@at.govt.nz>; Bryan Sherritt (AT) <Bryan.Sherritt@at.govt.nz>; Vernon Tava ‐ Waitemata
<Vernon.Tava@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Simon Tattersfield <Simon.Tattersfield@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>
Subject: Solent Street intersection ‐ removal of slip lanes
Dear Tony
2
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Thank you for your update at the community liaison meeting last week.
I wish to follow up with you regarding POAL’s position on the Solent Street intersection design as part of the Tamaki
Drive cycleway project.
I understand that POAL’s preferred solution is separation either via an underpass or bridge (this is currently off the
table due to cost). Alternatively POAL considers retention of the slip lanes to be the safest option.
The local board supports a best practice approach that prioritises vulnerable road users. We want to see a final
design that provides for a consistent level of service for users of the cycleway and takes into account significant
future uptake as the network expands (including an increase in use of the cycleway by all types of small wheeled
mobility). In our view it is possible for AT to prioritise safety without impacting POAL operations.
We therefore oppose retaining the Solent St slip lanes. We do not agree with the current compromise that seeks to
“balance” all users.
I don’t think the evidence backs up POAL’s position on the safety of slip lanes. I bring your attention to the
attached research paper.
“The main result from the study was that slip lanes (c) have a greater proportion of pedestrian crashes than their
frequency on the network. However, the safety performance of all slip lanes was distorted by slip lanes with
pedestrian zebra crossings, which performed significantly worse with respect to all crashes and DSI crashes”
Large trucks will increase the risk factor.
Just as POAL has a zero tolerance of work place deaths and injuries we are looking for your support for a safe
systems approach to the transport network with an aspirational goal of zero deaths and serious injuries. This
includes support for safe and appropriate speeds (30km/h in the city centre) as well as best practice street design.
We are happy to take advice from the experts on the most appropriate design of the intersection and to work with
you to achieve the best solution that prioritises safety.
Ngā mihi | Regards
Pippa Coom
Chair
Waitematā Local Board | Auckland Council
Phone: 021 926 618
Board office: 52 Swanson Street, Auckland Central, Auckland City 1010
Website: www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/waitemata
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08 May 2019
Pippa Coom
Chair
Waitemata Local Board, Auckland Council
52 Swanson St, Auckland Central.
Email: Pippa.Coom@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Dear Pippa,
Solent Street Intersection – removal of slip lanes
Sorry for the delay in replying.
I agree that safety is the number one priority for this intersection, and I am concerned that the
approach that has been taken to this project will deliver a sub-optimal and potentially unsafe
result.
The cycleway should have been developed as a single project under which the conditions
along the entire route were assessed and a whole-of-route solution developed before any
construction work started.
If that had been done, a design for Solent Street could have been developed and applied
before any other improvements were made along the route. Deal with the most difficult bits
first.
Instead the opposite has happened. Sections along Quay Street were developed because they
were relatively easy, no doubt to meet some target or other. Ironically, much of this work is
now being dug up for the Quay Street works, another reason it should have been left until later
in the programme. With parts of the cycleway built, cyclist numbers have increased, and the
risk at intersections like Solent Street has also increased. Late in the piece and short of
money, AT is casting about for a solution, and the answer seems to be ‘this is the best we can
do, we can’t afford to do it properly’. This is a terrible approach. Not only does it inadequately
address safety, it does not take into account the need to keep freight flowing smoothly through
the port. We are getting very mixed signals – on one hand AT are telling us that there is
significant safety risks at the Solent Street intersection that need to be addressed, but on the
other hand AT are telling us that they have a small budget which suggests that that risks are
not that great. We are also concerned that AT’s lens is very much cycle-focused, and that
their work has not recognised that the intersection is part of the Strategic Freight Network and
AT have not listened to Ports of Auckland and National Road Carriers’ concerns that the
proposal could increase the risk of truck accidents (jack-knife or roll-over).
It is a significant concern of the port that freight flows are often not considered when making
changes to the road network. The most recent example is that of the Quay Street works. No
traffic modelling of the wider network was undertaken before work started and travel patterns
changed, causing significant congestion on The Strand, the main artery to the port. AT have
recently advised that this has resulted in a four minute increase in southbound journey times
from the port to Stanley Street. This obviously has an impact on the ability of trucking
companies to service the port, with consequent impacts on congestion, freight costs and
delivery times.

Ports of Auckland Limited
Ports of Auckland Building, Sunderland Street, Auckland PO Box 1281, Auckland 1140 New Zealand
T: +64 9 348 5000 www.poal.co.nz
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We still have not had any meaningful traffic modelling or risk assessments from AT in relation
to the Solent Street proposal. We have been provided with a very simplistic approach (this is
the solution, it’s not ideal but we’ll make it as safe as possible) rather than a proper
assessment which looks at a wide range of solutions. We did manage to get AT to look at a
cycle/pedestrian overbridge solution, however they came up with a gold-plated solution that
was incredibly expensive. When we met with AT to discuss this issue we discovered they
were using inaccurate traffic counts for port related vehicles, undermining the very basis of
their work.
The current proposal is not even the best option for cyclists. We have a number of keen
cyclists here at the port and I have canvassed their opinion. A view shared with me is that
cycle lanes are often not well thought through, are disjointed, and don’t seem to be designed
by people who actually use them. Their view was that a seamless transition across Solent
Street via a grade separated cycleway would be the safest and most comfortable approach,
rather than the stop/start option put forward currently. No consideration appears to have been
given to red light running by cyclists (and now scooters) at Solent Street, yet this is a common
occurrence. Our staff have experience of this daily, as do trucking companies. Increased cycle
numbers will surely increase the risk of an accident arising from cyclists and others running a
red light.
Our strongly preferred solution is complete separation of road and cycle traffic via an
underpass or overbridge at Solent Street. We do not accept that it is ‘off the table due to cost’:
compared to the cost of a life, an underpass or overbridge isn’t expensive.
We also do not accept AT’s previous cost estimates for the work. We are currently building a
pedestrian underpass on the port to ensure our staff can move safely around automated
straddles. Built by the ‘cut and cover’ method, it will cost about $2 million, however our
underpass is far longer than would be needed at Solent Street and designed for far heavier
loads (100 tonne straddles) so we believe a Solent Street underpass could be built for
significantly less than $2 million. The attached image shows our underpass under construction.
I acknowledge that constructing a tunnel at the Solent Street entrance will be very challenging
as we would need to keep the Terminal trucks moving through the work site, but we would be
very happy to share our learnings and costs from that project to try and further advance that
idea at Solent Street.
We would also be prepared to consider undertaking the project on behalf of Council, given we
have significant experience at delivering such projects successfully, on time and on budget,
and quite possibly for substantially less than it would cost if delivered by another agency.
I would be very keen to discuss this proposal with you and any other interested parties at your
earliest convenience. I believe this matter needs to be urgently addressed.

Sincerely,

A.M. (Tony) Gibson
Chief Executive Officer
Attachment: Tunnel construction image.
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Correspondence with Ports of Auckland

Photo: Construction of a pedestrian underpass at Ports of Auckland

^Auckland ^
Transport ^
An AucklandCouncil Oiganisatlon

20 Viaduct HarbourAvenue, Auckland 1010
Private Bag 92250, Auckland 1142, New Zealand
Phone 09 355 3553 Website www.AT.govt. nz

15 May 2019
Pippa Coom
Chair, Waitemata Local Board
52 Swanson Street

Auckland City

Dear Pippa,
Re: Solent Street Intersection - removal of slip lanes
On behalf of Auckland Transport, I would like to thank you for your support for the Tamaki Drive
project and for safety as our number one priority.
As requested we have reviewed the letter you received from Ports of Auckland Limited with regards
to the Solent Street Intersection. There are many points within Mr Gibson's letter and as you have
asked, we have endeavoured to respond in the order in which they appear.
Mr Gibson's letter is also somewhat repetitive in places and we have again tried to address his issues
as clearly as possible.
It is noted that Ports of Auckland has been engaged on this and other projects (since early 2016) as
part of the Tamaki Drive and the Downtown Programme. The comments are somewhat surprising.
Point by point response:

Ports of Auckland (POAL)

Auckland Transport (AT) Response

"The cycleway should have been developed as
a single project under which the conditions
along the entire route were assessed and a
whole-of-route solution developed before any

Agree and this is the current situation - the

construction work started."

Tamaki Drive projectwasdeveloped as a single
project with a whole of route solution. Itwas split
into packages for ease of delivery and to meet
funding requirements.

"Sections along Quay Street were developed As above; the sections along Quay Street were
because they were relatively easy, no doubt to developed first because they had highest
potential usage - which made them the highest
meet some target or other. "
priority. They were not necessarily the easiest
sections to deliver.

"work is now being dug up for the Quay Street The works on Quay Street were only ever
works, another reason it should have been left intended to be a low-cost interim solution to
provide a safe separated cycleway. It was
until later in the programme. "
always the intention to turn it into a high-quality
solution as part of the upgrade of Quay Street
within the Downtown broader programme.
"With parts of the cycleway built, cyclist The at-grade design initially proposed
numbers have increased, and the risk at (integrating all the slip lanes into the main
intersections

increased."

like

Solent

Street

has

also

signal at the Solent Street intersection) is the
safest outcome for the greatest number of
users.

"Late in the piece and short of money, AT is A range of solutions were investigated but
casting about for a solution, and the answer discounted for a variety of reasons.
seems to be 'this is the best we can do, we can't A separated solution significantly departs from
afford to do it properly'. "
the direct desire line for cyclists and
pedestrians. It is expected that many will
continue to opt to take the direct route if this
separated solution was implemented, hence
part of the reason it was not the preferred as
the separated solution would not eliminate the
risk.

It would also have significant CPED issues and
would be less accessible for people who are
less able.

"it does not take into account the need to keep AT has been highlyfocused on maintaining
freight flowing smoothly through the port. "
reliable and safe freight movements. Our
modelling has shown that for Port traffic from
The Strand there should be no change at all.
AT will be optimising traffic signals (a "green
wave") from the Strand to the Port that will
accommodate entry. How this will work has
been shown to POAL.

"We are also concerned that AT's lens is very The scheme has been safety audited both
much cycle-focused, and that their work has not internally and by an independent safety audit recognised that the intersection is part of the neither has raised this as an issue.
Strategic Freight Network and AT have not Our Engineers also undertook a field visit with
listened to Ports of Auckland and National Road a heavy freight truck to investigate this issue.
Carriers' concerns that the proposal could
increase the risk of truck accidents (fack-knife
or roll-over)."
"It is a significantconcern of the port that
freight flows are often not considered when
making changesto the road network. The most
recent example is that of the Quay Street
works. No traffic modelling of the wider
network was undertaken before work started

and travel patterns changed, causing
significant congestion on The Strand, the main
artery to the port."

One again, POAL has been closely involved in
planning and options analysis for the whole
Downtown Programme, including Quay Street.
POAL has seen the modelled traffic flows.

It is important to understand that the key
freight connection we are trying to protect is
the SH16 connection through to the Strand.
Port traffic using this connection should not be
caught up in congestion at the construction
sites.

"AT have recently advisedthat this has resulted
in a four minute increase in southboundjourney
times from the port to Stanley Street. This
obviously has an impact on the ability of
trucking companies to service the port, with
consequent impacts on congestion, freight
costs and delivery times."

This was in the context of a known signal loop
failure in the area. The data showed a

southbound four-minute journey time increase,
consistent with the failure and no increase in

traffic volumes on The Strand. This journey
time increase is not related to works on Quay
Street.

"We still have not had any meaningful traffic The project team undertook modelling on
modelling or risk assessments from AT in intersections along The Strand and Tamaki
Drive intersections.
relation to the Solent Street proposal."
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We also provided POALwith a visual
simulation showing how trucks from The
Strand would pass the Gladstone / Tamaki
intersections and then into the Port.
As outlined above there have been both

internal and external safety audits and this
information has been provided to POAL.
For your information, attached is freight
movement data for April That shows median
speeds on the freight network are 65km per

hour and that levels of service (reliability) are
within an acceptable range. Andrew Alien is
more than happy to discuss this in more detail
should you wish.
'We have been provided with a very simplistic
approach (this is the solution, it's not ideal but
we'll make it as safe as possible) rather than a
proper assessment which looks at a wide range

As outlined above, we have looked at a wide

range of solutions: including retaining the

of solutions."

current solution, full signalisation, retaining a
single line slip lane from Tamaki into Solent,
and grade separation options.

'We did manage to get AT to look at a
cycle/pedestrian overbridge solution, however
they came up with a gold-plated solution that
was incredibly expensive."

The overbridge solution would require land
take from the Port and would need to "zig zag"
to meet the required gradient and clearance.
Both will increase the length and cost. Our

estimated cost is over $3m (excluding the cost
of the land take). This is for a simple 3m wide

concrete bridge and does not provide value for
ratepayer/taxpayermoney. AT would certainly
entertain POALfunding such a solution if they
so wish.

"When we met with AT to discuss this issue we

We will urgently request this information from

discovered they were using inaccurate traffic
counts for port related vehicles, undermining
the very basis oftheir work."

POAL to test our own traffic count data.

"The current proposal is not even the best We are not sure on what professional basis
option for cyclists."
this claim is made. The current proposal is best

practice and has been endorsed by the Active
Model Specialists within Auckland Transport.
"No consideration appears to have been given As outlined above, by providing a solution that
to red light running by cyclists (and now supports safe movements on the most direct
scooters) at Solent Street, yet this is a common route we are providing the safest outcome,
occurrence. Our staff have experience of this
daily, as do trucking companies. Increased
cycle numbers will surely increase the risk of an
accident arising from cyclists and others
running a red light."
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I trust that this has responded to everything, however if there is anything that you feel that has not
been adequately addressed or is unclear please let me know.
Yours sincerely

^^
David Nelson

Portfolio Delivery Director (Projects), Auckland Transport
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Freight Network performance
Inter-peak

March 2019
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Freight hot spots are highlighted on the adjacent map.
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Community Safety Fund list
Allocation: $1.4m
Table 1: Priority projects recommended by Transport portfolio to be progressed to Rough Order of
Costs
Priority Project
1
Safe Schools Toolbox
Newton Central School – could
include:
 Footpath widening
 Raised tables
 Pedestrian / Kea crossing
 Drop off / pick up zone
 P120 parking and P10 parking
zone
2

3

4

Pedestrian Crossings
1. Pedestrian crossing on West End
Road / Fife St by the bus stops
next to the Westend tennis club
2. Pedestrian crossings formalised on
Lower Domain Drive at Lovers
Lane and at Domain Drive
3. Pedestrian crossing at the
entrance to the Domain across
Park Road to give access to the
Domain from Grafton and
pedestrian prioritisation on the
raised table on Domain Drive
4. Pedestrian crossing outside ACG
Campus on Davis Cres to Olympic
Reserve
Pedestrian and cycling safety –
Hopetoun Street
Hopetoun Street – potentially could
include:
 footpaths & cycle improvements
 side street treatments and kerb
build outs to Hereford street,
Bereford St and St James St
 raised pedestrian crossings
 improvements to slip lane at
Ponsonby Road intersection
Cook Street Project
Area 5: Shared Path/Cycleway ‐
https://at.govt.nz/about‐us/have‐
your‐say/central‐auckland‐
consultations/cook‐street‐auckland‐

Very rough cost

Notes

$500,000 (to $1m)

Recommended by AT as the
first school to trial the
toolbox.
Plans developed that have
support from the school
Refer Scoping document for
more details as requested at
workshop

$100,000

$100,000

$100,000

$100,000

$450,000

$500,000

Local Board contribution will
top up AT’s renewal budget
to achieve additional safety
improvements

LB seeking NZTA/AT funding
to deliver the whole project
package by leveraging a
Local board contribution
Area 1: Drake St/Union St
$358,000
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central‐walking‐cycling‐
improvements/

Area 2: Union St/Sale St
$732,000
Area 3: AMA Traffic island
$252,000
Area 4: Sam Wrigley/Cook
St/Morton
$476,000

Table 2: Additional community safety priority projects supported by the Local Board
Project
Safe Schools Toolbox
Freemans Bay School

Pedestrian Crossing Improvements
 Pedestrian crossing improvements
over Great North Road in the vicinity
of Ariki Street and Pollen
Street (MacDonalds)


Ponsonby Rd/ Richmond Rd install a
Barnes Dance

Rough cost

Notes

$300,000

An excellent project. AT only really has
capacity for one of these projects at a
time. Once Newton Central School is
complete and evaluated a second
project can be considered. (potential
future funding from LBTCF)

$100,000

Scheduled for delivery as part of the
Connected Communities Programme at
AT.

TBC

Requires more investigation and details
from AT before it can be progressed.



Pedestrian crossing between Teed/
Broadway into Station Square
alleyway

TBC



Pedestrian crossing facility between
Newmarket Park and Ayr Reserve on
Ayr Street
Pedestrian crossing improvements on
the Symonds St / Khyber Pass
intersection slip lanes
Pedestrian crossing on Meola Road
(Western Springs College Travelwise
petition)

$100,000





It’s possible that remaining LBTCF funds
from Ponsonby Road Project could be
utilised.
Should be delivered as part of the
Newmarket Safety improvements as
part of Connected Communities
Programme.
Should be retained for consideration but
is low priority for funding from CSF.
Should be delivered as a high priority
from AT’s road safety programme.
Programmed to be delivered as part Pt
Chev cycle route
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Pedestrian and cycling safety


Rose Road side islands ‐ side islands to
prevent cars parking in front of park
entrance and improve ped crossing



Cycling connection on Alex Evan Drive
between Symonds St and Upper
Queen Street (design presented to the
board about four years ago)

New footpaths ‐ $600 per meter average
for simple footpath.
 The Strand just east of St Georges Bay
Rd
 Eastern side of Grafton Road (stairs up
to the slip lane also blocked)
 Cook street off ramp connecting to
Union St, City Centre (being
progressed as part of wider Victoria
Quarter project?)
 Hargreaves St, Freemans Bay
 Gudgeon St, Freemans Bay
 Titoki St alongside the Domain
 George St alongside the Domain
 Judges Bay Road extension of existing
boardwalk to Parnell Bath
 End of Hector Street extend footpath
to the entrance to Coxs Bay pathway
(and new greenway)
 Cheshire Street between Tika Street
and Akaroa Street, Parnell
 Falcon Street
Footpath improvements
 Bath Street/ Garfield Street corner
 Connection from Wellesley Street East
to the Domain via Whitaker Place
(including signage)
 Liverpool Street/City Road/White
Street
 Carlaw Park Avenue
 Instatement of missing pram ramp on
the corner of Union St and Wellington
St (downhill)
Residential speed management areas
 Grey Lynn Area 2 (Williamson Ave –
Richmond Rd) Leighton St, Rose Rd,

$20,000

A potential shortlist project should a
small amount of funding become
available.

TBC

Has been communicated to AT as a
potential tactical urbanism project.

Couldn’t find.
$168k

Important but should be delivered by
AT as part of the footpaths programme
OR as BAU as part of Renewals.

Part of the
Cook St
$45k

Couldn’t find.
$138k
$240k
Not sure.
Not simple.

Not simple.

$80k

These require
investigation

Important but should be delivered by
AT as part of the footpaths programme
or as BAU as part of Renewals.

$5000

$2.3m

The Board understands that these will
be delivered eventually as part of AT’s
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Murdoch Rd, Sussex St, Scanlan St,
Mackelvie St, Dickens St, Pollen St
Grey Lynn Area 1 (Williamson Ave –
Great North Rd) Pollen St, Mackelvie
St, Scanlan St, Sussex St, Turakina St,
Ariki St, Beaconsfield St, Crummer Rd
Ponsonby Suburb – $2.3m cheapest,
roughly 115 tables or bumps.

These costs are based – speed tables under
existing lights etc $20k for asphalt speed
bump

$1.6m

$2.3m

road safety improvements. They also
exceed the value available to the fund.
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Domain pathway officially opened
Published: 30 May 2019
Our Auckland

From left: Cr Mike Lee (Auckland Domain Committee Chair), David Gaimster (Auckland Museum Chief Executive), Pippa Coom
(Waitematā Local Board Chair), Desley Simpson (Councillor for Ōrākei Ward) and Auckland Mayor Phil Goff.

Auckland Museum’s Southern Pathway in the Auckland Domain has been completed
and its official name – Te Ara Oranga – has been announced by Auckland Mayor
Phil Goff.
The Southern Pathway connects the corners of Titoki Street and Maunsell Road to
the museum’s South Atrium entrance.
It provides a safe and accessible route for pedestrians, prams and wheelchairs from
Parnell Road to the Auckland Museum and the wider domain.

First stage of museum transformation
Dr David Gaimster, Auckland Museum’s chief executive, says the pathway marks the
first stage of the museum’s transformation and is going to make it easier for visitors
to access everything the museum and Auckland Domain have to offer.
“The Southern Pathway is one of the first interventions in the domain for a number of
decades and creates a new arrival to the museum that is in tune with the domain’s
landscape. With the growing popularity of both Newmarket and Parnell, the Southern
Pathway provides greater access for visitors from these precincts arriving on foot or
by bus.”
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“In addition, it forms new sightlines of the building and of the perimeter landscape
while creating a new arrival point at the museum that responds to cultural
expectations.

Name gifted by Taumata-a-Iwi member
“With the guidance of our Taumata-a-iwi, the Southern Pathway’s official name of Te
Ara Oranga has been gifted by Taumata-a-Iwi member Te Hei Tamaariki and means
the Pathway of Life or Wellbeing.
“Wonderfully, this name connects the pathway to our neighbours at the Blind
Foundation and references both the native trees and the sensory garden beside the
pathway that help the patrons of the Blind Foundation in the appreciation of plant-life.
“Te Ara Oranga also alludes to the fact that the domain is part of a tūī trail where
birds stop to rest as they fly across Auckland.

New galleries and experiences planned for 2020
In July 2020 Auckland Museum will unveil new galleries, experiences and offerings
to deliver a world-class visitor experience, including the new Tāmaki Stories Gallery,
an expanded special exhibition hall for international touring exhibitions, a new
Learning Base and an enlarged atrium that will be a place of welcome, orientation
and performance.
The Southern Pathway is a collaborative project with Auckland Transport and
Auckland Council.
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Homeless community shown support
in Waitematā
Published: 13 May 2019

Waitematā Local Board is continuing to look at ways to fund small initiatives that
complement Housing First Auckland and other regional projects that address
homelessness.
Those who sleep rough or live in temporary accommodation or in uninhabitable
dwellings are officially defined as homeless by Statistics New Zealand.
The level of homelessness across Auckland has increased by 26 per cent between
the 2006 and 2013 censuses. Based on this increase, Statistics New Zealand says
homelessness in Auckland could reach more than 26,000 by 2021.
A 2016 street count by Auckland City Mission found 177 rough sleepers within three
kilometres of the Sky Tower and a further 51 in emergency accommodation or
hospital who would otherwise have been on the street.
Waitematā Local Board Chair Pippa Coom says being responsive to the needs of the
area’s homeless community is one of the key outcomes of the local
board’s Waitematā Local Board Plan 2017, and they are now building on previous
work undertaken.
In 2018, the local board funded a programme providing hot showers for homeless at
the Ellen Melville Centre and also assisted Auckland City Mission in purchasing 50
portable backpack beds (swags) for rough sleepers in the city centre.
Ms Coom says next steps involve support of longer-term, sustainable solutions.
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“We’ll be partnering with community agencies,
central government and council teams to
ensure a joined-up approach to assisting our
homeless communities,” she said.
An initial step has seen the local board allocate $20,000 from its 2018/2019 work
programme to support some of these longer-term solutions.
Lifewise Auckland will receive a $10,000 grant to support the initial scoping of an
Auckland Housing Help Centre; an $8,000 grant will go to Heart of the City to
support their Street Guardians Programme, and $2,000 will go towards volunteer
training facilitated by the Auckland City Mission.
Lifewise’s Auckland Housing Help Centre will be available to all people experiencing
housing-related issues. The centre will use a self-help approach for people who are
able to solve their own housing needs. In addition, it will provide in-depth advice and
support for people with multi-faceted issues.
Heart of the City’s Street Guardians Programme has been running since October
2018, providing members of Auckland’s homeless community with a weekly
opportunity to spend the day with organisations like The Pallet Kingdom and
Sustainable Coastlines doing activities like building planter boxes and cleaning up
beaches.
Ms Coom says there are many volunteers across the local board area who work to
support homeless communities and they deserve support and recognition.
“These volunteers may be part of a group or work individually. The work they do is
vital but it’s often in isolation. We want to change that by working alongside Auckland
City Mission to support training and capacity building for these volunteers.
“With this work, our local board is on our way towards achieving our vision of
inclusive, vibrant, healthy and connected Waitematā, where everyone has access to
shelter and warmth” she said.
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Youth leadership developed with
spoken word poetry
Published: 5 June 2019
Our Auckland

Students taking part in the Action Education spoken word programme. Photo credit: Action
Education Inc.

Waitematā Local Board has contributed funding towards spoken word workshops for
youth at schools in the local board area. The workshops, run by Action
Education with South Auckland Poets Collective, aim to introduce students to spoken
word poetry as a safe outlet for sharing personal perspectives and stories.

15 free workshops
The project will see the facilitation of 15 free workshops over the next 12 months at
Auckland Girls Grammar, Western Springs College and Ngā Puna o Waiōrea.
Action Education manager Ramon Narayan says spoken word gives young people
from every walk of life a voice, allowing them opportunities to take part in a
conversation with their peers. The workshops also help students build their writing
and literacy skills, along with self-esteem, confidence and leadership skills.
“Our workshops are often the first experience young people have with this art form
and they open a door to an extremely supportive community of young writers, artists
and poets.”
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Empowering young people
“Our aim is to empower young people to break down stereotypes and isolation. We
hear poems from students on a diverse range of topics including race relations,
poverty and gender politics,” he said.
Waitematā Local Board Chair Pippa Coom says the local board are very pleased to
support the project.
“Spoken word is a powerful art form that can benefit young people in multiple ways
including social support through connections with others and enhancing literacy and
communications skills,” she said.
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Good Citizens of Waitematā
recognised
Our Auckland Published: 20 May 2019

Freemans Bay School Whānau Ata Kapa Haka rōpū performing at Waitematā Local Board Good
Citizens' Awards 2019.

Waitematā Local Board members with Good Citizens' Awards 2019 recipients.
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Friends and family came out to support the recipients of the Waitematā Local Board Good
Citizens' Awards 2019.

The Auckland Street Choir performing at Waitematā Local Board Good Citizens' Awards 2019.
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More than 100 people attended an awards ceremony for the recipients of the
Waitematā Local Board Good Citizens’ Awards 2019 at Auckland Town Hall in May.
Youth, individuals and groups from the local board area received awards, with
special awards given for long service to the community.
The event also featured performances by the Auckland Street Choir and the
Freemans Bay School Whānau Ata Kapa Haka rōpū.
Waitematā Local Board Chair Pippa Coom says volunteers and local groups are
integral to much of the good work that happens in the local board area.

“It was really fantastic to officially recognise all
our recipients for their valuable contributions
which make Waitematā such a great place to
live,” she said.
The local board introduced its Good Citizens’ Awards in 2013 and have run the event
biennially since then.
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Award Recipients of Waitematā Local Board Good Citizens’ Awards 2019
RECIPIENT

CATEGORY

Luca Scott-Smith

Children and Young People

Neia Hinton

Children and Young People

Teresa Lee

Children and Young People

Nick Loosley

Individual

The Reverend Dr Lynne Frith

Individual

Liam Dargaville

Individual

David Lei Wang

Individual

Ruth Busch

Individual

Sandra Jenkins

Individual

Anne Malcolm

Individual

Brigitte Sistig

Individual

Edyta Plowman

Individual

Rohan MacMahon

Individual

I Got Your Backpack

Community Group

Asian Family Services

Community Group

UN Youth New Zealand

Community Group

David Haigh

Long Service to the Community

John Hill

Long Service to the Community

Gerry Hill

Long Service to the Community

David McGregor

Long Service to the Community

Penny Sefuiva

Long Service to the Community
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