Chair’s monthly report
Ngā mihi nui o te wa Matariki!

On Saturday 22 June I
joined hundreds of
Aucklanders gathered in
darkness at the foot of
Pukekaaroa Hill in
Auckland Domain before
Kiingi Tuheitia,
accompanied by the
Mayor of Auckland Phil
Goff and dignitaries from
iwi manaaki (host iwi)
Waikato-Tainui, led a
gentle walk to the hilltop.
It was a poignant occasion as Matariki Dawn Karakia opened 2019’s Matariki Festival. Te
Kaunihera o Tāmaki Makaurau, Auckland Council, in partnership with Waikato-Tainui
brought the festival to the Auckland region from 22 June until 14 July this year.
This report covers the highlights for the period 12 June until 9 July 2019. It is on the agenda
for the local board business meeting held on 16 July.

Parnell Plan Launch
Waitematā Local Board co-hosted
with the Parnell Business Association
the launch of The Parnell Plan; a 30year plan for Auckland’s first suburb
developed collaboratively by
community representatives, local
board members and Auckland Council
staff, in partnership with mana
whenua. It was a true community
empowerment approach.
The plan details a key vision for the
suburb and outlines a series of
objectives, strategies and actions
which work together to achieve the
vision; that Parnell is a thriving,
creative, and collaborative community
that celebrates its unique natural,
cultural and historic environment.
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Five key action areas are defined and focus directly on achieving the plan’s vision and
objectives. These are:






making Parnell Station a key gateway to Parnell and the Domain
realising the Waipapa Greenway through the old Parnell rail tunnel
reinforcing the core of Parnell town centre as the heart of Parnell
revitalising the St Georges Bay Road warehouse area
enhancing key east-west links and realising the Parnell Parks Link Greenway.

Attachment 1 Our Auckland article: Community-led plan shows visionary future for Parnell.

Community Grants
At our June local board meeting we allocated $13,492 from our final community grant round
for the 18/19 financial year. A community grant round is currently open until 2 August.

Transport updates
New bus shelter on Parnell Road
Over 3 years ago Gloria Jenkins
approached me about the need for
a shelter at her bus stop on Parnell
Road. Installation of the shelter
was held up while AT consulted on
new bus lanes and decided to
move the existing bus stop.
On 28 June member Adriana
Christie and I held an unofficial
opening to celebrate the new bus
shelter with Gloria cutting the
ribbon. We were joined by Gloria’s
neighbour and her son about to
take the bus, and Gloria's nephew
Brian (photo right).
Pedestrian crossings
We support the programme
Auckland Transport has
underway to upgrade
pedestrian crossings to slow
down drivers and make
streets safer for pedestrians.
New crossings installed
recently are on Khyber Pass
(photo right) and at Western
Springs as part of the
shared path project.
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Community Safety Fund
At our June business meeting we confirmed our support for the community safety projects
listed in the Community Safety Fund document I attached to my Chair’s Report (Attachment
2) with the addition of Parnell Train Station underpass and requested Auckland Transport
work with the local board to progress these projects using the Fund:
i. safety improvements at Newton Central School from the Safe Schools Tool Box
ii. a new pedestrian crossing on West End Road / Fife Street by the bus stops next to
the Westend Tennis Club
iii. improvements to the pedestrian crossings on Lower Domain Drive at Lovers Lane
and at Domain Drive
iv. a new pedestrian crossing at the entrance to the Domain across Park Road
v. a new pedestrian crossing outside ACG Campus on Davis Crescent to Olympic
Reserve
vi. safety improvements to Hopetoun Street
vii. Cook Street Project – Area 5 Shared Path Cycleway
Car Transporters on Great North Road
The way car transporters off-load on Great North Road is a long-standing issue I have been
following up with Auckland Transport. Car deliveries have been taking place in non-loading
areas for decades. I've made it very clear to Auckland Transport and the industry (at meeting
in April and in follow up emails) that parking illegally to unload is no longer acceptable
especially on Great North Road with changing land use and increasing numbers walking and
cycling.
AT has investigated locations
for new loading zones and is
about to start consultation. It
is frustrating how long AT is
taking but, in the meantime,
there are options for
unloading legally and safely.
I've asked the industry rep
whom I met at the meeting
with AT in April to look at
putting in place traffic
management plans and to
clearly communicate to the
transporters what practices
are acceptable. A new
pedestrian crossing is also
needed on Great North Road,
but AT doesn't have any funds available and the local board community safety fund is
oversubscribed. I've also asked AT to confirm how the new loading zones are consistent
with the proposed GNR cycle lanes, but I am yet to receive a response.
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Franklin Road upgrade opening
Franklin Road upgrade
opening on 3 July was
an opportunity to
acknowledge the many
people who have been
involved in this
$21million project over
a long period of time.
For decades it was put
in the too hard basket
until former Auckland
Transport COO, Greg
Edmonds found a way
to make it happen with
partners Auckland
Council, Vector,
Watercare and Chorus.

The results are stunning and include:
 Underground service works and street lighting
 New sewer lines and watermain pipes with new connections added to homes
 Sewerage separation
 Undergrounding power lines
 Stormwater upgrade
 New roundabout at the Wellington Street intersection
 New cycleway (semi Copenhagen style) on both sides of the street
 Footpaths were replaced
 The paths have fibre reinforced concrete to keep the trees from lifting them up again
 New raised speed tables at every side street intersection to improve the walking
experience and to slow vehicle speed
 Installation of more than 40 new catch pits to improve stormwater drainage
 Construction of well-defined parking bays and improved tree pits

4



Upgraded street lighting with new catenary street lighting design using energyefficient LED luminaries
Road rehabilitation and resurfacing



Attachment 3: My speech at the opening of the Franklin Road upgrade. Attachment 4 Our
Auckland: Rebuilding Franklin Road from the underground up.
Parking Fund
Waitematā Local Board’s has a legacy Parking Fund that is available for parking
improvements and is made up of the following:
Area
City
Freemans Bay
Grey Lynn / Westmere
Parnell
Ponsonby-Herne Bay

Amount
$259,641
$26,785
$27,842
$619,952
$242,987

At our June Business meeting we voted to support utilising the Parnell portion of the Waitematā
Local Board’s Parking Fund, in the order of $489,225 to deliver improvements in the Auckland
Domain related to:
i)
ii)

installing temporary gates at the entrance and exit to the Titoki Street carpark and at
the Carlton Gore entrance to manage commuter or long stay parking to ensure
parking is available to Domain users; and
developing a new carpark to support the natural play area and provide safer
pedestrian and cycling use of Kiosk Road.

In doing that we confirmed our support the removal of on-road parking from Kiosk Road and
Football Drive following the parking improvements, consistent with the outcome of the Auckland
Domain Masterplan and the Auckland Domain Accessibility Improvement Programme
The Governing Body now has to make a decision to release the funds from the Parking Fund for
the projects to go ahead.

Bike to football
Over the years I've often heard it
said by grownups that kids will
never bike to sport. But look what
happened at the first bike to football
on 15 June. The team behind Pt
Chev Bike to Football pilot scheme
planned hot drinks and sausages
for the first 30 people to arrive by
bike; they expected maybe 20. 74
showed up at Seddon Fields and
the numbers have increased every
week. And this is without the safe
cycle path that was meant to have
been delivered by now (the bike
train rode on the footpath).

Photo credit: Bike Auckland
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Parking on berms
Councils voted on a record 24 remits at the AGM on
7 July, held in Wellington as part of the 2019 LGNZ
Conference.
Covering issues as varied as climate change,
fireworks, tourist accommodation, building defects,
campgrounds, alcohol, road safety and the beauty
industry, remits are a further opportunity for councils
to direct the advocacy work of LGNZ.
I attended the AGM as one of four designated
delegates of Auckland Council and spoke in support
of the seeking an amendment to clause 6.2 of the
Land Transport (Road User) Rule 2004 to prohibit
parking on urban berms without the need for
signage.
“In urban areas the berm is part of the footpath.
An interpretation of the current rules requires
signage to be able to enforce the prohibition of parking on the berm.
This is a compliance issue. Signage is expensive, impracticable and clutters up the footpath.
There are often good reasons to enforce the prohibition and to be able to act on a complaint.
Berm parking creates safety issues for all road users. It can damage the kerbs, trees and
wreck the grass and it can damage underground utilities creating costs for all ratepayers. In
Auckland berm parking is occurring where parking exists to avoid paying parking changes.
This is an urban issue, but we sought support from all the membership for this sensible and
common sense change to the Land Transport (Road User) Rule.
Unfortunately, the remit was lost creating even more media interest in “bermageddon”. What
is particularly frustrating about this issue is how AT has interpreted the current rules. AT has
legal advice that signage is needed to be able to enforce prohibited parking. However, as
Heidi O’Callahan has written for Greater Auckland:
Under the present law, in a typical Auckland street, a grass berm or verge that is retained by
a kerb is simply an unpaved part of the footpath.
The rules around parking are in the Road User Rule. Rule 6.14 covers parking on the
footpath – you cannot park on the footpath. Rule 6.2 covers parking on the road, and says
you should park off the roadway if possible. In urban areas with kerbs, this applies to parking
bays and marked carparks. Otherwise you park on the roadway. Rule 6.2 does not override
Rule 6.14 and authorise a driver to take over an unpaved part of the footpath. AT could
apply Rule 6.14 to ticket cars parked off the roadway on any part of the footpath, paved or
unpaved. This includes the verges and vehicle crossings.
Walking Summit
I attended the two-day Walking Summit organised by Living Streets Aotearoa and hosted by
Auckland Transport on 20 -21 June. I introduced the session I chaired on the theme
Walking to School and Play by quoting Jeff Speck the author of Walkable Cities and a
supporter of 8-80 cities.
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The healthiest, wealthiest, most sustainable and
vibrant communities in cities around the world are
unique in many ways. But there is one factor above
all others that these communities have in common:
they are, nearly without fail, highly walkable places.
In the session Alex Bonham presented on her
Children's play in the city research and Claire Dixon
from Auckland Transport on Safe School Streets
(photo right with Alex and Claire and presenting
below).
On the second day I stepped in for Councillor Chris Darby, Chair of Auckland Council’s
Planning Committee, to provide introductory
comments about Why walking connections to public
transport is important (Attachment 5)
 Every public transport user is effectively a
pedestrian at some point their journey
 Public transport just one part of an overall
end-to-end journey
 If the walking component is not acceptable or
accessible to the public, the whole journey
becomes unattractive
 Walking is a universal but fragile transport
mode. An uncomfortable or hostile walking
environment will deter anyone who is able to avoid it – deters people from using
public transport
 Public transport, like public space, is for everyone. Public transport is best when it is
inclusive. A Universal Design approach to roads, streets and public spaces also
ensures that nobody is excluded from access to public transport. Every part of the
journey needs to be designed to be accessible to everyone.
 Public transport and walking are
complementary because of spatial
efficiency
o A 3m traffic lane can move
about 1,000 cars per hour,
or 9,000 pedestrians
o A 3m light rail line can
serve up to 25,000 people
per hour, per direction
Living Streets Aotearoa is committed to
ensuring over 50% of children and
adolescents walk all or part of their
journey to school by 2025.
Waitematā Local Board is looking to fund
safety improvements around Newton
Central School.
Photo right with the walking school bus mascot.
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Karangahape Road enhancement project
The much-anticipated enhancements
to Auckland’s iconic Karangahape
Road are finally about to get
underway. I attended the dawn
karakia led by mana whenua on 27
June (photo right).
Attachment 6 Our Auckland:
Enhancement of Karangahape Road
to begin in July.

Symonds St Cemetery
The Symonds St cemetery suffered from decades of neglect until Shale Chambers started
championing a long-term enhancement programme first initiated by the Waitematā Local
Board in 2012. The results are amazing - new paths, monument conservation, ecological
restoration and community volunteer events in the cemetery. Along the way Friends of
Symonds Street Cemetery led by Patricia M Reade have been doing fabulous work to
protect, preserve, enhance, restore and educate the public about the cemetery.
Attachment 7: Our Auckland Symonds Street Cemetery enhancements showing good
results.

Sturdee Street Mural project
We are supporting the Auckland Council process for requests Expressions of Interest (EOI)
from qualified artists who wish to be considered for the commission of a new Sturdee Street
Mural. EOI's are now open, closing 1 August 2019.
For more information, contact: WaitemataLocalBoard@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Attachment 8: Stuff report Mural in downtown Auckland to be replaced for America’s Cup

Meetings and workshops: 12 June until 9 July










Planning Committee City Centre masterplan workshop on 12 June
Transport portfolio catch up on 12 June
Monthly catch up with city centre residents group representative on 12 June
Meeting with John Elliott, Ponsonby News to discuss Council’s use of glyphosate (My
July Ponsonby News update Attachment 9)
Meeting on 13 June with Cr Lee to discuss proposed priority projects to be funded
from the Community Safety Fund
Meeting with Auckland Fringe Festival Trust on 14 June
Weekly chairs catch up held on 17, 24 June and 1 July
Attended the meeting on 17 June with the Mayor and Fuller’s CEO to discuss issues
with the operation of the Waiheke ferry
Local Board members cluster workshop on 17 June
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Meeting regarding the
Erebus National
Memorial project with
representatives from
the Ministry for Culture
and Heritage on 18
June
Waitematā Local Board
business meeting on
18 June
25th Central
Government and Local
Government Forum on
19 June at Premier
House, Wellington
(photo right)
Attended the Walking
Summit on 20 and 21
June at Auckland Transport
Engagement strategy interview with Local board engagement adviser on 24 June
Attended Marine Protection public meeting on 24 June organised by Hon Nikki Kaye
on Waiheke
Waitematā Local Board workshops on 25 June and 2 July
Auckland City Centre Advisory Board workshop and meeting on 26 June
Meeting with new trustees of the Grey Lynn Park Festival Trust on 27 June
City centre network meeting at Ellen Melville Centre on 27 June
LGNZ AGM briefing on 28 June
Ponsonby Business
Association committee
monthly meeting on 3 July
Communications meeting on 3
July
Meeting with Denise
Cosgrove, new CEO of
Presbyterian Support
City Rail Link Community
Liaison Meeting on 3 July
Auckland Zoo briefing and
guided tour redevelopment
project on 5 July (photo
above)
Taskforce on alcohol and
community safety in the
central city meeting on 5 July
LGNZ National Council
meeting on 7 July
Attended LGNZ AGM as an
Auckland Council delegate on
7 July (photo right)
LGNZ annual conference in
Wellington 7-9 July (I will
report fully on the conference
in my August Chair’s report)
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Events and functions: 12 June until 9 July


























Auckland Conversations: Making Auckland an Age Friendly City on 13 June
Opening night of A Fine Balance at Q Theatre on 15 June at the invitation of
Auckland Theatre Company
Friends of Symonds St Cemetery AGM on 18 June
World Refugee Day celebration at the Auckland Art Gallery on 20 June.
Opening night of War Horse at the Civic on 21 June at the invitation of Auckland Live
Matariki Dawn Karakia at
Auckland Domain Pukekawa
on 22 June
School Strike for Climate
organisers presentation for
The Fabian Society monthly
meeting at the Auckland
University Business School
on 25 June (photo right with
Rachel Brown and Denise
Bijoux with the organisers)
Launch of the Parnell Plan at
Jubilee Buildings on 26 June
Pre-construction karakia for
the Karangahape Road
Enhancements project on 27
June
Red hat dinner for city centre residents on 27 June
World Press photography exhibition opening function on 28 June
We’re going on a Bear Hunt at the Pumphouse Theatre at the invitation of Tim Bray
Productions on 29 June
Hāngi at Takutai Square for the Matariki Festival on 30 June
Maori Film Festival Screening of Te Rua at Ellen Melville Centre for the Matariki
Festival on 30 June
Marilyn Waring book launch hosted by Zonta on 1 July
Eat Drink Love Ponsonby launch on 2 July
Spoke at the opening of the
Franklin Road upgrade
project on behalf of the
Waitemata Local Board on 3
July
Abley new office opening on 3
July
Matariki Function for the
Downtown Development
project team at the Cloud on 3
July
Opening of Te Auaunga
Project on 6 July (photo right)
Aotea Great Barrier Island
protest against marine
dumping, in Aotea Square on
6 July
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Te Hono a collaboration between Inside Out Productions and story-tellers Rewi
Spraggon (Te Kawerau a Maki), Taiaha Hawke (Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei) and Pita Turei
(Ngāti Paoa) held at the Concert Chamber as part of the Matariki Festival
Touch compass Inmotion Matariki parade on 6 July
LGNZ conference opening reception on 7 July and conference dinner on 8 July

Attachments
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Our Auckland: Community-led plan shows visionary future for Parnell
Community Safety Fund priorities tabled at the local board meeting June 2019
Franklin Road upgrade opening speech
Our Auckland: Rebuilding Franklin Road from the underground up
Walking Summit notes: Why walking connections to public transport are important
Our Auckland: Enhancement of Karangahape Road to begin in July
Our Auckland: Symonds Street Cemetery enhancements showing good results
Stuff 7 July 2019 Mural in downtown Auckland to be replaced for America’s Cup
Ponsonby News Waitematā Local Board update July 2019
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Attachment 1

Community-led plan shows visionary
future for Parnell
Published: 28 June 2019

Members of Waitematā Local Board with Parnell Plan Working Group representatives at the
launch of The Parnell Plan.

This week, Waitematā Local Board co-hosted with the Parnell Business Association
to launch The Parnell Plan; a 30-year plan for Auckland’s first suburb developed
collaboratively by community leaders, local board members and Auckland Council
staff, in partnership with mana whenua.
The plan was launched at Parnell’s Jubilee Building with an opening mihimihi by
Otene Reweti, followed by speeches from Waitematā Local Board Chair Pippa
Coom, General Manager of the Parnell Business Association Cheryl Adamson and
Parnell Community Committee Chair Luke Niue.
In the audience were community members who helped develop the plan as part of
the Parnell Plan Working Group; representatives from the Blind Foundation, Holy
Trinity Cathedral, Parnell Heritage, Parnell District School, Auckland War Memorial
Museum, the Parnell Business Association, Parnell Community Trust, Parnell
Community Committee and mana whenua.
Urban designers from Jasmax, who provided graphic impressions of potential future
Parnell for the plan, were also present.
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Local board chair Pippa Coom said she was delighted to officially launch the plan
which would provide direction for the next 30 years to ensure Parnell continues to be
a fantastic place to live, work, play and do business in.
“Apart from this diverse and talented roomful of people, community-wide
engagement on the draft plan was undertaken last year,” she told the audience.
“We received over 800 pieces of feedback from the public and we were very happy
with the non-traditional engagement techniques we used; like a pub quiz night, free
tuk-tuk rides in exchange for responding to a survey and a workshop at Parnell
District School.”
Cheryl Adamson said the plan represented a milestone for Parnell and showed how
the suburb could evolve in the future.
“I’m excited that the plan seeks to address some of the challenges Parnell faces with
respect to East/West connectivity across the precinct, with future projects that will
have the potential to cohesively connect the various nodes and enable us to
leverage visitation from surrounding attractions,” she said.
The plan details a key vision for the suburb and outlines a series of objectives,
strategies and actions which work together to achieve the vision; that Parnell is a
thriving, creative, and collaborative community that celebrates its unique natural,
cultural and historic environment.
Five key action areas are defined and focus directly on achieving the plan’s vision
and objectives. These are:
 making Parnell Station a key gateway to Parnell and the Domain
 realising the Waipapa Greenway through the old Parnell rail tunnel
 reinforcing the core of Parnell town centre as the heart of Parnell
 revitalising the St Georges Bay Road warehouse area
 enhancing key east-west links and realising the Parnell Parks Link Greenway.

Local board chair Pippa Coom says these are priority locations where investment in
improvements will work to achieve the overall vision of the plan.
Planning is already underway for improvements at Parnell town centre’s Heard Park
where the Plunket rooms are about to be renovated and onsite facilities will be
upgraded to provide a more usable space for recreation and events.
The Parnell Plan will be available on the Waitematā Local Board’s webpage soon.
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Attachment 2

Waitematā Community Safety Fund list
Allocation: $1.4m
Table 1: Priority projects recommended by Transport portfolio to be progressed to
Rough Order of Costs
Priority Project
Very rough cost Notes
1
Safe Schools Toolbox
Newton Central School – could
$500,000 Recommended by AT as
include:
(to $1m) the first school to trial the
toolbox.
 Footpath widening
Plans developed that have
 Raised tables
support from the school
 Pedestrian / Kea crossing
 Drop off / pick up zone
Refer Scoping document
 P120 parking and P10 parking
for more details as
zone
requested at workshop
2

3

Pedestrian Crossings
1. Pedestrian crossing on West
End Road / Fife St by the bus
stops next to the Westend
tennis club
2. Pedestrian crossings
formalised on Lower Domain
Drive at Lovers Lane and at
Domain Drive
3. Pedestrian crossing at the
entrance to the Domain across
Park Road to give access to the
Domain from Grafton and
pedestrian prioritisation on the
raised table on Domain Drive
4. Pedestrian crossing outside
ACG Campus on Davis Cres to
Olympic Reserve
Pedestrian and cycling safety –
Hopetoun Street
Hopetoun Street – potentially could
include:
 footpaths & cycle
improvements
 side street treatments and kerb
build outs to Hereford street,
Bereford St and St James St
 raised pedestrian crossings
 improvements to slip lane at
Ponsonby Road intersection

$100,000
$100,000
$100,000

$100,000

$450,000 Local Board contribution
will top up AT’s renewal
budget to achieve
additional safety
improvements
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Priority Project
4
Cook Street Project
Area 5: Shared Path/Cycleway https://at.govt.nz/about-us/haveyour-say/central-aucklandconsultations/cook-street-aucklandcentral-walking-cyclingimprovements/

Very rough cost Notes
LB seeking NZTA/AT
$500,000 funding to deliver the
whole project package by
leveraging a Local board
contribution
Area 1: Drake St/Union St
$358,000
Area 2: Union St/Sale St
$732,000
Area 3: AMA Traffic island
$252,000
Area 4: Sam Wrigley/Cook
St/Morton
$476,000

Waitematā Community Safety Fund list
Allocation: $1.4m
Table 2: Additional priority projects supported by the Local Board
Project
Rough cost
Notes
Safe Schools Toolbox
$300,000
An excellent project. AT only
Freemans Bay School
really has capacity for one of
these projects at a time.
Once Newton Central School
is complete and evaluated a
second project can be
considered. (potential future
funding from LBTCF)
Parnell Train Station underpass
TBC
Required to provide a safe
crossing point between
platforms
Pedestrian Crossing
$100,000
Scheduled for delivery as
Improvements
part of the Connected
 Pedestrian crossing
Communities Programme at
improvements over Great North
AT.
Road in the vicinity of Ariki Street
and Pollen Street (MacDonalds)
TBC
Requires more investigation
 Ponsonby Rd/ Richmond Rd
and details from AT before it
install a Barnes Dance
can be progressed.



Pedestrian crossing between
Teed/ Broadway into Station
Square alleyway

TBC

It’s possible that remaining
LBTCF funds from Ponsonby
Road Project could be
utilised.
Should be delivered as part
of the Newmarket Safety
improvements as part of
Connected Communities
Programme.
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Project
 Pedestrian crossing facility
between Newmarket Park and
Ayr Reserve on Ayr Street
 Pedestrian crossing
improvements on the Symonds
St / Khyber Pass intersection slip
lanes
 Pedestrian crossing on Meola
Road (Western Springs College
Travelwise petition)

Rough cost
$100,000

Pedestrian and cycling safety

$20,000

A potential shortlist project
should a small amount of
funding become available.

TBC

Has been communicated to
AT as a potential tactical
urbanism project.

Should be delivered as a high
priority from AT’s road safety
programme.



Rose Road side islands - side
islands to prevent cars parking in
front of park entrance and
improve ped crossing
 Cycling connection on Alex Evan
Drive between Symonds St and
Upper Queen Street (design
presented to the board about
four years ago)
New footpaths  The Strand just east of St
Georges Bay Rd
 Eastern side of Grafton Road
(stairs up to the slip lane also
blocked)
 Cook street off ramp connecting
to Union St, City Centre (being
progressed as part of wider
Victoria Quarter project?)
 Hargreaves St, Freemans Bay
 Gudgeon St, Freemans Bay
 Titoki St alongside the Domain
 George St alongside the Domain
 Judges Bay Road extension of
existing boardwalk to Parnell
Bath
 End of Hector Street extend
footpath to the entrance to Coxs
Bay pathway (and new
greenway)
 Cheshire Street between Tika
Street and Akaroa Street, Parnell
 Falcon Street

Notes
Should be retained for
consideration but is low
priority for funding from CSF.
Should be delivered as a high
priority from AT’s road safety
programme

$600 per meter
average for simple
footpath.

Important but should be
delivered by AT as part of the
footpaths programme OR as
BAU as part of Renewals.
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Project
Footpath improvements
 Bath Street/ Garfield Street
corner
 Connection from Wellesley
Street East to the Domain via
Whitaker Place (including
signage)
 Liverpool Street/City Road/White
Street
 Carlaw Park Avenue
 Instatement of missing pram
ramp on the corner of Union St
and Wellington St (downhill)
Residential speed management
areas
 Grey Lynn Area 2 (Williamson
Ave – Richmond Rd) Leighton
St, Rose Rd, Murdoch Rd,
Sussex St, Scanlan St,
Mackelvie St, Dickens St, Pollen
St
 Grey Lynn Area 1 (Williamson
Ave – Great North Rd) Pollen St,
Mackelvie St, Scanlan St,
Sussex St, Turakina St, Ariki St,
Beaconsfield St, Crummer Rd
 Ponsonby Suburb – $2.3m
cheapest, roughly 115 tables or
bumps.

Rough cost
These require
investigation

Notes
Important but should be
delivered by AT as part of the
footpaths programme or as
BAU as part of Renewals.

$5000

$2.3m

$1.6m

The Board understands that
these will be delivered
eventually as part of AT’s
road safety improvements.
They also exceed the value
available to the fund.

$2.3m
These costs are
based – speed tables
under existing lights
etc $20k for asphalt
speed bump
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Attachment 3

Franklin Road upgrade opening
My speech at the
opening event
Kia ora koutou e rau
rangitira mā.
E te iwi Ngāti Whātua,
Orakei tena koutou
E ngā mana whenua o
tamaki makaurau tena
koutou
E ngā hau i whā
Tenei te mihi nui ki a
koutou
I acknowledge the land we
stand on where wai kuta
meets Waiatarau Freemans Bay. I remember Kaumatua, Bobby Clark who blessed the start
of the Franklin Road upgrade project works 3 years ago and passed away last year.
Greetings to everyone gathered here today. I look out and see so many awesome people
involved with the Franklin Road upgrade project – many going back over many years. I’m
really honoured to have this opportunity to speak on behalf of the Waitemata Local Board
and representing the residents who I know are really pleased to be getting their street back
today in much better condition than when construction started.
I am joined by other members of the local board Shale Chambers, Adriana Christie, Richard
Northey and Vernon Tava. Together with my fellow Community Liaison group members
Trevor Lund, Freemans Bay Residents Association and Roscoe Thorby of Franklin Road
lights fame.
I would like to acknowledge how we have arrived at such a stunning result. The upgrade of
Franklin Road had been put in the ‘too hard basket’ for decades. When I was first elected
back in 2010 I received many complaints about the poor surface of the road. Maintenance
had been deferred as costs escalated due to the combo of challenges and costs of
accommodating the historic plane trees, ancient underground pipes, utilities, parking and
residential, business and transport requirements. It was former Auckland Transport, COO,
Greg Edmonds who after lots of nagging eventually pulled the project out from the bottom
draw and found a way to make it happen in collaboration with Watercare, Auckland Council
storm water, Chorus and Vector. It is great to hear all the different partners acknowledged by
the Mayor. Thank you all for your outstanding mahi.
Getting to the right design outcome was an iterative, and at times, painful process but I hope
we can all look back on and agree we’ve ended up with a finished design that we can share
in and be proud of thanks to persistent advocacy of the Freemans Bay residents, Bike
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Auckland and others. It also took courage from the Auckland Transport team to be open to
keep making changes to achieve the best outcomes for everyone.
What I really love about this project is that the design puts people first. The roundabout at
the intersection of Wellington is the first of its kind in Auckland (perhaps even New Zealand)
that is actually designed to slow traffic and prioritise people walking. The team have also
tried out new innovative solutions. I had never heard there was such a thing as caternary
lighting before this project!
As a board we are really delighted to see raised speed tables along all the side streets, this
is a pedestrian safety outcome the Board had been advocating for since the beginning.
This treatment provides a continuous walking experience up and down the entire road that
really can have an impact improving health and well being and contributes to reducing
congestion.
Roscoe has confessed to me that because of the raised tables, rather than driving, he now
walks to the gym pre-dawn without fear of tripping up. This morning our kaumatua were able
to glide down the street with their strollers. And as I headed back up after the blessing it was
a highway of active commuters. We hope to see more kids encouraged to walk, cycle or
scoot to wonderful Freemans Bay Primary School as a result too.
It HAS come with a big price tag because of the complexities of the project and I know there
are still niggles. We are committed to working these out together.
This is a significant exemplar lighthouse project that will make us re-imagine the possibility
our streets across Tamaki Makaurau. I am sure it will be an award winner.
We can look forward to Franklin Road lights this year on what is the most beautiful
residential street in Auckland.
So to end a final round of thanks.
Thank you residents for putting up with all the works. I hope you agree it has been worth it.
Thanks to everyone who has worked on the project. Thanks to Ashwin and your team who
have done an amazing job.
Nga mihi mahana ki a koutou
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Attachment 4

Rebuilding Franklin Road from the
underground up
Published: 3 July 2019

Franklin Road is famous for its Christmas lights and its London plane trees, some
more than 100 years old.
Auckland Mayor Phil Goff says after nearly three years of utility service upgrades,
repairs and streetscape construction, Franklin Road has been rebuilt from the
underground up and is looking better than ever.
“Franklin Road is an important connection between Ponsonby and the city centre,
with more than 14,000 vehicle trips daily. Thanks to this upgrade, it’s now a lot safer
and more pleasant for everyone who walks, drives, bikes, lives, works and shops in
the area.
“Before the rebuild, the road and footpath were in a terrible state. The underground
infrastructure needed upgrading or replacing, stormwater got into the wastewater
system, and tree roots damaged the footpaths and road creating hazards for
pedestrians, drivers and people on bikes.
“At the street level, the $16 million transformation is obvious with wider, even
footpaths, a new roundabout at the Wellington Street intersection and new
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cycleways on both sides of the road. Underground, the aged sewerage system has
been replaced and new drain catch pits have been installed.”

Waitematā Local Board chair Pippa Coom says this much-needed upgrade of
Franklin Road had been in the ‘too hard basket’ for many years due to the challenge
and costs of accommodating the historic trees, utilities, parking and transport
requirements.

”It is thanks to the persistent advocacy of
Freemans Bay residents, Bike Auckland and
the local board that we have a finished design
that we can share in and be proud of.
“I am pleased to see raised speed tables along all the side streets, this is a
pedestrian safety outcome the board had been advocating for since the beginning.”
Auckland Transport chief executive Shane Ellison says Franklin Road is a fine
example of AT working collaboratively across council teams and utility providers.
“AT took a ‘dig once’ approach, which meant engaging and planning alongside
Auckland Council’s Stormwater team, Watercare, Vector and Chorus, before
beginning any work.”
Consulting with the community too on the design was key to the final result.
Retaining the road’s natural heritage, improving street lighting, well-defined parking
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spaces and improving safety for pedestrians, drivers and people on bikes, are design
elements desired by the community.

“This was one of the most complex,
challenging and bespoke project in terms of
design and construction management. It took a
considerable amount of time, but it has paid off
because Franklin Road has been a huge
success.”
Challenges included coordinating when the various utility crews could be on the road
to carry out their service work, trying to keep at least one lane of the road open at all
times, protecting the trees during construction and working in an area both
residential and business. Work had to shut down in December for the annual
Christmas light festival.
Mr Ellison says, “Along with AT’s project team and contractors, I want to add my
appreciation for the residents and businesses of Franklin Road and surrounding
streets. The Community Liaison Group did a great job helping shape the design and
in providing a valuable forum for community views.” The residents have had to
contend with heavy machinery, road detours, noise and everything else that comes
with a complex construction programme such as this.
“It has tested their patience and we are grateful for the goodwill and support we have
received over the years. We can be confident and proud that we are leaving behind
an attractive, safer, and future proofed Franklin Road better than when we started.”
A civic event to mark the completion of the project was held today. The event was
attended by Mayor Phil Goff and the Waitematā Local Board.
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Franklin Road timeline
Public consultation and detail design – from 2014 – 2015
Stage 1 – underground service works and street lighting by Watercare, Vector and
Chorus (August 2016 – October 2017)
 New sewer lines and watermain pipes with new connections added to homes
 Sewer separation along Collingwood Street and Franklin Road for the top section from

Ponsonby Road to Wellington Street
 Overhead power lines were placed under the ground

Stage 2 – footpath, road, parking and cycleway construction and Stormwater
upgrade by AT and Auckland Council Stormwater (August 2017 – July 2019)
 New stormwater pipeline installed between Wellington Street and Victoria Street
 New roundabout at Wellington Street intersection. Vehicles from England Street can now

exit on to Franklin Road
 New cycleway (semi Copenhagen style) on both sides of the street
 Footpaths were replaced. The paths have fibre reinforced concrete to keep the trees from

lifting them up again
 New raised speed tables at every side street intersection to improve the walking

experience and to slow vehicle speed
 Installation of more than 40 new catch pits to improve stormwater drainage
 Construction of well-defined parking bays and improved tree pits
 Upgraded street lighting with new catenary street lighting design using energy-efficient

LED luminaries
 Road rehabilitation and resurfacing

23

Attachment 5

Walking Summit
Why walking connections to Public Transport are important
Accessibility
1. Every public transport user is effectively a pedestrian at some point in their journey.
Whether this is:
a. the journey from their home to a bus stop,
b. interchanging from bus to rail, within an interchange station or on‐street
c. walking to their final destination
i. …there is bound to be a walking element involved.
2. Public transport needs to be considered as just one part of an overall end‐to‐end journey.
And this journey will begin and end with the walkability of the public realm. If the walking
component is not acceptable (or accessible) to the public, the whole journey becomes
unattractive.
3. Walking is pretty much universal…but it is also a fragile transport mode. An uncomfortable
or downright hostile walking environment (e.g. one that feels unsafe, disorienting, ugly or
neglected) will deter anyone who is able to avoid it. This deters people from using public
transport.
4. Public transport, like public space, is for everyone. Public transport is best when it is
inclusive. A Universal Design approach to roads, streets and public spaces maximises
disabled people’s access to public transport.
Economics and business
5. Cities exist to bring people together. This has been the case for millennia. The ancient
Egyptian hieroglyph for “town” is a stylised crossroads. People came to cities to buy, sell and
trade; this basic arrangement has continued for thousands of years. Modern cities succeed
when their streets and transport system are able to connect people in a process known as
agglomeration.
6. There is a strong link between walkability and productivity. Auckland Council’s Business Case
for Walking identified a positive and statistically significant relationship between walking job
density (i.e. number of jobs available within a given walking time) and economic
productivity. Put simply, interventions to make a city more walkable will also make it richer,
all things being equal.
7. Job density depends on access to public transport. PT is able to bring tens of thousands of
people from a large catchment and concentrate them into a relatively small area. Walking is
a space‐efficient transport mode (see point 9) and much higher densities are possible if
people are able to walk.
8. Public transport stops are effectively fountains of pedestrians. People pour off buses, trains
and ferries into the streets around Auckland’s public transport stops. For almost any
customer‐facing business, this footfall represents a huge potential revenue stream. A high‐
quality public realm draws people into the streets and into the shops.
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Space efficiency
9. Public Transport and walking are complementary because of spatial efficiency. A 3 metre
traffic lane can move about 1,000 cars per hour…or 9,000 pedestrians, while a 3m light rail
line can serve up to 25,000 people per hour (per direction). Bring people to their destination
by public transport, then enable them to continue to their destinations. (See NACTO
guidance for these numbers – remember that Auckland is a signatory to the NACTO Global
Streets Design Guide and has contributed a couple of case studies)
10. By way of illustration of the previous point, Auckland’s City Rail Link will move the equivalent
of sixteen extra traffic lanes into the city at peak times.
11. Public spaces work best when they are comfortable and appealing to many different people,
for many reasons, at many times of day, many days of the week. Public transport is the
same: It works best when lots of people use it, thus supporting a better level of service. In
this sense public transport and walkability are complementary.
12. This is unlike private motor traffic ‐ it uses a lot of space and separates people.
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Attachment 6

Enhancement of Karangahape Road
to begin in July
Published: 1 July 2019

The much-anticipated enhancements to Auckland’s iconic Karangahape Road will
begin construction in July.
Auckland Transport (AT) has appointed John Fillmore Contractors Ltd (JFC) to
deliver the physical works, starting next month.
The Karangahape Road Enhancements project is being delivered by Auckland
Council and Auckland Transport. It aims to preserve the road's unique character and
recognise the history of the area while creating an improved street environment to
benefit the local community and businesses.
The design has been a collaborative effort. Since 2016, when it was first consulted
on, there has been a succession of engagement events, street design development
and construction planning with mana whenua, Waitematā Local Board, Karangahape
Road Business Association (KBA), business owners and the community.
The chair of Auckland Council’s Planning Committee, Councillor Chris Darby, says
revitalising Karangahape Road is at the heart of Auckland’s uptown revival.
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“Karangahape Road has its own strong sense
of place, heritage and character, and this
transformational work will only further
strengthen the ‘K Road Quarter’ and its
connection to the city centre.
"As a historic crossroad between the city centre and city fringe, I’m committed to
seeing the continued success of the area as it develops to accommodate further
growth while retaining and enhancing its underlying character, colour and vitality.”
Waitematā Local Board chair Pippa Coom says starting construction is good news.
“We have been looking forward to seeing this project finally coming to life with a
comprehensive development response package in place that has the support of the
Karangahape Business Association.”
AT’s Portfolio Delivery Director – Projects, David Nelson, says minimising disruption
and supporting businesses is a top priority.

“Karangahape Road has a unique mix of retail,
hospitality, commercial, neighbouring residents
and diverse communities. Thousands of
people walk, drive, cycle or take one of the 63
bus services every day,” he says.
“All this and more makes for a complex construction programme. We’ll be doing our
best to keep the precinct thriving and accessible throughout the transformation,
clean and safe during construction,” he says.
The Karangahape Road Enhancements will provide:
 a safe and appealing environment for people walking
 more space for outdoor dining and street activities
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 a design narrative about the Māori history of the Karangahape ridge
 improved transport choices including bus efficiency and reliability
 a safe and attractive route for people on bikes
 and a greener, more attractive environment.

To ensure Karangahape Road remains a great place to visit, live and do business
during construction, AT has been working closely with Auckland Council and the
Karangahape Road Business Association on a development response strategy.
It includes a programme of activities and events, and wayfinding signage so people
can easily and safely navigate around active work sites. A scheme called Business
Pac is available through Auckland Council; this offers free mentorship, marketing
support, social media training and access to the Chamber of Commerce, to help
retailers and businesses get ready for construction.
Stage one will be carried out in two sections:
 Ponsonby Road to Howe Street northern side
 From Symonds Street to Upper Queen Street southern side

For information on the project visit the Auckland Transport website.
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Attachment 7

Symonds Street Cemetery
enhancements showing good results
Published: 27 June 2019



An autumnal Symonds Street Cemetery. Photo credit: Blair Hastings Photography.
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The Thorne monument before restoration.



The Thorne monument after restoration completed in March 2019.
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Established in 1841, Symonds Street Cemetery is one of Aotearoa’s oldest
cemeteries and has been a public park since 1908.
The urban cemetery is benefitting from a long-term enhancement programme first
initiated by Waitematā Local Board in 2012.
Waitematā Local Board Deputy Chair Shale Chambers says the local board is
continuing its work to restore the site as a park after decades of neglect.
“We’re supporting a variety of initiatives to achieve this including a monument
conservation programme, ecological restoration and community and volunteer
events in the cemetery,” he said.

Monument Conservation
Deputy Chair Chambers says the monument conservation programme has a focus
on protection and preservation.
“We recently identified three monuments in need of major restoration work; the
Nutting, Thorne and James monuments. All of these monuments were severely
deteriorated and two were at risk of collapse,” he said.
Conservation work was completed on the Nutting, Thorne and James monuments in
March. Planning is currently underway for restoration of the John Smith monument.
Preventative measures have also used to retain the inscriptions on three Maori
monuments in the cemetery.

Ecological Restoration
Ongoing work is undertaken at the cemetery to remove invasive fauna and flora
species like transcentia to make way for native plantings.
Cleaning up and restoring the Waipāruru Stream and gully adjacent to the cemetery
has also been a priority.
A water quality monitoring programme has been developed and, earlier this year,
shortfinned eels and a rare banded kōkopu were unexpectedly spotted by ecologists
during the bat and fish survey funded by the local board.
“It’s quite amazing that a stream in the middle of the city centre is supporting native
fish and eels,” said Deputy Chair Chambers.
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Friends of Symonds Street Cemetery
Friends of Symonds Street Cemetery (FSSC) is a community-led group supported by
the local board that aims to protect, preserve, enhance, restore and educate the
public about the cemetery.
The group run regular working bees and heritage walks in the cemetery and also
advise and advocate on behalf of the site.
Chair of the FSSC Committee Tricia Read says without the support and funding from
Waitematā Local Board, it would be hard for their group to exist.
“The local board’s support has not only created new pathways and accessibility; it
has also resulted in significant grave restorations.”
“We’re delighted that the local board remains a champion of the cemetery,” she said.

New pathways
In July 2018, the local board approved the development and installation of new
formed pathways in the cemetery to improve public access and enjoyment.
Following consultation, the final pathway design was approved by the local board in
February with work starting in May.
The new pathway design activates the cemetery providing formed, accessible
pathways along the Rose Trail on the western side of the cemetery.
The pathways are expected to be completed later this year.
Deputy Chair Chambers says Symonds Street Cemetery is a historical asset with a
wealth of stories that must be protected, preserved and shared with modern
Auckland.
“The work we’re doing at Symonds Street Cemetery will draw an increasing number
of visitors to the site and will enhance their experience there,” he said.
You can find out more about Symonds Street Cemetery at the STQRYwebsite or
download the free app.
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Attachment 8

Mural in downtown Auckland to be replaced for America’s
Cup
Ripu Bhatia13:03, Jul 07 2019

GOOGLE

The Sturdee Street mural in downtown Auckland is set to be replaced in time for the America’s
Cup in 2021.

An inner-city mural that has stood for over a decade will be painted over in
time for the America’s Cup in 2021.
The Waitematā Local Board wants to clear the Sturdee St wall in downtown
Auckland, saying the mural is tagged with graffiti and is beyond repair.
Ratepayers will foot the $10,000 bill to cover the first stage of redevelopment,
before artists will be invited to submit designs for a new mural.
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OTIS FRIZZELL

Street artist Otis Frizzell painted the original Sturdee St mural more than 10 years ago and thinks
the redevelopment is a great idea.

The local board is pursuing a “complete refresh” in time for the 36th America’s
Cup, which will be contended in the Hauraki Gulf in March 2021.
READ MORE:
*Auckland Council's $20m spend on graffiti removal comes under fire
*Street art suffocating under Auckland Council graffiti restrictions, artist
says
*In pictures: Auckland street artist Ares Artifex brightens up the city
Waitematā Local Board chairperson Pippa Coom said the mural was at the
end of its lifespan and needed to be replaced.
"We now have the chance to create a very striking mural on a wall with high
visibility," she said.
Street artist Otis Frizzell was part of a team that painted the current mural over
10 years ago.
Frizzell said street art wasn’t meant to last forever and that was part of its
charm.
"I think it's a great idea, it's old and needs to be repainted. I have no longstanding emotional attachment to that wall whatsoever,” he said.
“I'd like to see some young blood on the wall, there's a lot of great young
streets artists out there.”
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But Frizzell said there was a difference between street art and commissioned
murals, and he hoped the local board wasn’t too restrictive.
“There's a brief you're expected to fulfil. It's such a big public wall, I'm happy to
work within those rules but it can be restricting,” he said.
“Most street artists don't want to put profanities on the wall, they want to
create something amazing.”
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