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Executive summary

This document outlines a summary of the feedback form and email submissions to the draft
Regional Parks Management Plan (draft Plan).

The areas that drew the most comment were the proposals on mana whenua involvement
and the Waitakere Ranges park chapter. In addition, submitters commented on many details
in the 508-page draft Plan.

Summary of feedback on general policies

Mana whenua partnerships
Mana whenua supported the draft Plan’s direction for their involvement. They requested
changes with reference to te ac Maori values to give effect to this intention.

The proposals relating to partnerships with mana whenua were opposed by some 3800
submitters who opposed co-governance with, or transfer of, management to mana whenua
as not democratic, perceived risk of loss of public access, and that the benefits were not
convincing.

The proposal to investigate relevant regional parks joining the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park was
interpreted by a large group of submitters as a transfer of control away from the council to
the Hauraki Gulf Forum, which they opposed'.

Managing visitor experiences

Recreational organisations considered recreation values needed to be reinforced in the draft
Plan. They wanted the plan to deliver more and felt the plan did not reflect that recreation as
well as conservation were the twin purposes of regional parks.

Motor camper van users strongly advocated for more overnight space to be provided across
the parks.

Paragliders and hang gliders were concerned the draft plan limited their access and sought
changes.

Four-wheel drive associations and users opposed the draft Plan’s prohibition on recreational
use of motorised vehicles within regional parks.

Dogs on regional parks drew a lot of comment particularly to the feedback form question,
where views were requested on specific sites at Te Arai (Rodney) Shakespear and Long
Bay (Hibiscus & Bays), Waitakere Ranges and Hanua Ranges (Franklin).

The natural environment and climate change
Submitters tended to support proposed policies for environmental / biodiversity protection in
the plan, with some considering these needed to go further.

There was a solid level of support for proposed policies to mitigate climate change,
improving public transport, walking and cycling links to parks, although there were mixed
views on electric vehicle (EV) charging stations.

Submitters had mixed views on a general policy for ‘managed retreat’ in the face of sea level
rise. Those who opposed this did not want to lose infrastructure that enabled them to access
and enjoy the beaches and sea.

1 The Our Auckland article titted ‘No plan to change ownership or management of Auckland’s regional
parks’ released on 11 February 2022 provided reassurance that council was not planning to relinquish
control of the regional parks.
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Farmed settings

While few commented directly on the proposed review of farming, views were divided on
what role farming should play in regional parks. Some felt climate and biodiversity were
more important than farming, while others wanted the farms to be kept for a range of
history/heritage, financial, and recreational reasons, and others again felt they should
demonstrate more regenerative methods. Providing farm experiences at Ambury for
Aucklanders was supported.

Park-specific submissions by local board area

Aotea-Great Barrier — Glenfern Sanctuary: support for biodiversity protection and
development of a proposed education/visitor centre.

Franklin — Awhitu: maintain park history and historic buildings, protect shorebird habitats

from coastal erosion, upgrade visitor facilities, focus on recreation activities ahead of events.

Duder: expand camping opportunities, including accessible camping; improve access and
entry to the park; improve volunteer facilities, restrict cycling to maintain remoteness, retain
original park name in a dual name arrangement.

Hanua Ranges: Increase recreational opportunities, develop track reopening plan, support
for HOnua Trail, provide for Watercare maintenance requirements, more ecological
monitoring, reflect wilderness and remoteness in park vision.

Omana: Support enhanced amenities for cycling, improved walking and cycling connections
to local communities; restoration of Te Puru wetlands; review economic benefit of farming.

Tapapakanga: expanding camping opportunities at the park, promote access to Te Ara
Moana / Sea Kayak Trail, consider appropriateness of closing public access to the park
during Splore.

Tawhitokino and Orere Point: provide more online information about tidal access to
Tawhitokino, camping and parking, add signage to the track over the headland.

Waitawa: develop a recreation plan to manage congestion and safety during peak periods;
expand camping options, including vehicle-based camping; cease farming to provide more
space for visitors; develop a marine recreation / education centre.

Hibiscus and Bays — Long Bay: improve public access (shuttles from ‘park and rides’),
focus on managing high visitor numbers and use, investigate provision for dog access in
northern area of the park, continue biodiversity protection.

Shakespear: improve alternative public access links (bus, ferry), expand camping options,
remove farming, ban set netting, investigate more dog access.

Mangere-Otahuhu — Ambury: support for expansion of visitor facilities, promotion of park’s
tourism potential for bird watching, development of education / visitor centre, regional
walking trails and cultural heritage.

Rodney — Atiu Creek: contribute to remediation of Kaipara Harbour through protection of
biodiversity and adopting sustainable farming practices; developing access within the park.

Mahurangi East: Support for creating separate park, potential pest-free peninsula; provide
public access now for walking and cycling via easement.

Mahurangi West: Strong opposition to proposal to provide access to Te Muri via a bridge
across Te Muri Stream due to impacts on local residents. Retain campground at Sullivan’s
Bay on foreshore, request to provide boat ramp here.
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Muriwai: support for restricting vehicles on beaches, protection of dunes and biodiversity,
managing visitor impacts and enforcement of dog bylaws.

Pakiri: section of local community strongly opposed to any park development; others support
low-impact walking and cycling activities; access issues still to be resolved; support for
biodiversity and cultural heritage protection.

Scandrett: Support protecting historic farm buildings; protecting and restoring biodiversity;
providing link to other coastal parks and walking/cycling networks.

Te Arai: conservation focus at Te Arai North, provision for recreation activities in Te Arai
Point and Te Arai South; protection of New Zealand fairy terns critical; strong support for
protection of cultural heritage

Te Muri: Opposition to Te Muri bridge and potential to lose the sense of remoteness and
wilderness experience, access via Hungry Creek Road preferred option. Support for
protection of biodiversity and cultural heritage (Te Muri urupa and other sites).

Te Rau Pariri: support for proposed development in northern area of park, provision for
camping and recreational use, boat ramp to be provided; focus on restoration of wetlands
and biodiversity protection.

Tawharanui: Strong support for sanctuary, biodiversity protection and extension of marine
reserve to southern coast. Support for proposal to restore wetlands near Anchor Bay and
possible expansion of camping.

Wenderholm: upgrading camping facilities, provision for impromptu overnight vehicle
camping in main carpark, support for biodiversity protection, maintaining historic building and
cultural heritage.

For the north-eastern parks, there was support for ensuring local connections from the
regional parks to the proposed trail networks such as the Puhoi to Mangawhai Trail.

Waiheke — Motukorea / Browns Island: have a park ranger on site, create a marine
protected area around the island, provide toilet facilities, delineate the walking track to trig,
continue replanting and protection of cultural heritage.

Whakanewha: improve pedestrian access and safety, opposed to glamping, strong support
for dotterel breeding programme, rahui to include shellfish collection.

Waitakere Ranges — Waitakere Ranges attracted much comment.

Many were disappointed the draft Plan did not improve access to closed tracks —the draft
Plan instead proposes that a track network plan be developed as a priority. Submitters
opposed a proposed approach to have tracks around the fringes but not through the heart of
the forest. Other submitters supported continued kauri protection measures.

The draft Plan proposes principles and criteria for track development. In response many
opposed the current approach to track upgrades, suggesting the infrastructure was more
than required to protect kauri and destroyed the natural feel of the forest.

Submitters opposed the proposed new park category 1b to manage the impact of high visitor
numbers, arguing it would further increase visitor numbers and degrade the remote / natural
experience.

South of Auckland: Waharau: upgrade camping facilities for both vehicle-based and tent
camping, review economic benefit of farming, promote Te Ara Moana / Sea kayak trail.

Whakatiwai: provide more overnight camping options including sites with wheelchair access;
improve sighage to advise track to Hinua Ranges is closed.
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Introduction

This document is a summary of the written submissions received within the consultation
period for the draft Regional Parks Management Plan (draft Plan).

This summary is produced for local boards to consider the submissions and produce their
own formal feedback at their business meetings in April 2022.

Background

The Parks, Arts, Community and Events (PACE) committee of the council has decision-
making authority over regional park planning.

The 2010 Regional Parks Management Plan was due for review under the Reserves Act
1977 and Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 and in August 2020 the PACE
committee notified its intention to prepare a new plan (PAC/2020/36).

In September and October 2020 suggestions were sought from the community and
organisations, and in December 2020 a summary of suggestions was provided to elected
members.

Local boards provided their suggestions for the preparation of the draft plan in March 2021
after workshops where they considered the community suggestions.

During 2021 staff drafted the plan and engaged with 16 mana whenua and the Tamaki
Makaurau Mana Whenua Forum.

The PACE committee approved the draft Plan for consultation on 2 December 2021.

The regulatory committee appointed hearings panel members on 14 December 2021. The
hearings panel members are: Cr Linda Cooper (chair), Cr Christine Fletcher, Independent
Maori Statutory Board Member Glenn Wilcox, independent David Hill, independent James
Whetu.

As required by s. 41(6) of the Reserves Act (for land held under that Act), the draft Plan was
open for public consultation from 10 December 2021 to 4 March 2022. The Reserves Act
provides for written comments from submitters followed by hearings.

Given the high level of interest in this draft Plan, the consultation period was publicised
widely through council channels, emails to mana whenua, previous submitters and a wide
list of regional park stakeholders, via social media, on regional parks and through leisure
centres. Hard copies were available in a number of libraries and in the Arataki Visitor Centre
and a public online briefing was held.

The consultation also followed the special consultative procedure under s. 83 of the Local
Government Act 2002. The requirement to adopt the special consultative procedure stems
from the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 and applies to the Waitakere Ranges
Regional Park.

The draft Plan

The draft Plan is intended to serve as the reserve management plan for the regional
parkland that is held under the Reserves Act 1977. Under s. 41(3) of the Reserves Act, the
plan must adequately incorporate and ensure the use and management of the reserve is
aligned to the purposes for which it is classified and ensure compliance with the principles
set out under the relevant classification in the Act.

It also fulfils the requirement for a management plan for the Waitakere Ranges Regional
Park under s. 19 of the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008. The council must give
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