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Executive Summary

The Auckland Plan 2050 states that a progress report against the six outcomes will be prepared every three
years to support evidence-based decision making required to implement the Auckland Plan’s strategic
direction. This report supplements the annual scorecards and provides a more detailed analysis of trends
for each of the Plan’s outcomes.

The following table summarises key progress against each of the Auckland Plan outcomes and identifies
some opportunities for greater progress.

Belonging and Participation

All Aucklanders will be part of and contribute to society, access opportunities, and have the chance to
develop to their full potential

How is this outcome progressing? Opportunities for greater progress
« Persistent and deep-seated inequalities « Supporting community connection and
between different socio-economic groups a major resilience: initiatives to improve community
challenge - deprivation concentrated in South and connection and resilience should focus on
West Auckland providing safe and welcoming places and spaces
« Inequitable progress against child poverty for Aucklanders to interact.
targets - Maori, Pacific and disabled children « Improving mental and physical health: growing
experiencing the most hardship inactivity contributes to worsening mental and
« Rising cost of living impacting all Aucklanders, physical health. Access to affordable places and
but particularly those already most spaces for activity, recreation and connection
disadvantaged vital, highlighting the critical role of council
« Weakened community connection and provision of these spaces.
resilience - sense of community has declined; « Supporting communities of greatest need: the
more people report feeling lonely and trust in pandemic has negatively impacted financial
people has declined wellbeing and job security, highlighting inequity
« Health and wellbeing declining - quality of life and child poverty. Targeted action and
and physical and mental health has declined, with investment are needed to support those with the
Maori, Pacific and younger people reporting greatest needs.
poorer results
« Diversity as a strength - Auckland is becoming
increasingly diverse and a growing number of
Aucklanders report feeling increased diversity is
making the city better.

Maori Identity and Wellbeing

A thriving Maori identity is Auckland’s point of difference in the world - it advances prosperity for Maori
and benefits all Aucklanders

How is this outcome progressing? Opportunities for greater progress

e Maori experiencing overall poorer outcomes in o Improving housing choices for Maori: much
education, health, employment and housing lower home ownership rate with no significant

« Individual and household incomes improving change and more likely to live in unsuitable

e Educational attainment improving; NEET rate housing (such as overcrowding or incidence of
improving damp/mould) due to the quality of the rental

« Maori economy growing strongly in Auckland stock they can access. Maori are also over-

s Te reo Maori resurgence - attitude towards the represented in homelessness figures. A focus on
Maori language among Maori and non-Maori Maori-led solutions is needed to deliver more fit-
improving for-purpose housing choices.

Auckland Plan Three Yearly Progress Report 2023 3
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« Recognition of matauranga and te ao Maori
increasing in particular when managing natural
resources

« Some progress on Maori heritage protection
through the regulatory framework and the
reflection of Maori identity and culture in places
and spaces.

Homes and Places

« Improving health outcomes for Maori: Self-rated
measures of health have decreased which are
aligned with key health indicators. The Waitangi
Tribunal has noted that Maori have been most
impacted by COVID-19 due to existing disparity of
health outcomes and inadequacy of central
government responses. More Maori-led solutions
focusing on whanau are required to improve Maori
health and reduce inequalities.

Addressing climate change impacts on Maori:
Maori face the loss of physical structures and
resources, as well as the impacts of those losses
on the spiritual, physical, intellectual, and social
values that are integral to the health and
wellbeing of Maori identity. The impacts of
transition will exacerbate the existing disparity
they are already experiencing. A Maori-led
transition pathway, based on the principles of the
treaty, will be required.

Aucklanders live in secure, healthy, and affordable homes, and have access to a range of inclusive public

places
How is this outcome progressing?

Opportunities for greater progress

« Auckland becoming more compact, legislative
changes will enable even more intensification

« Worsening housing affordability; intermediate
housing market growing; more people
experiencing housing stress

« Housing supply increasing with historic high

consent numbers; typologies changing

Improvements to rental housing system - Healthy

Homes legislation leading to better quality

rentals; Residential Tenancies Act changes

leading to greater security of tenure; tax

incentives to stimulate build-to-rent

investments

Uptake of more sustainable homes increasing,

but still only a fraction of new homes

e People are reporting declining satisfaction with

their local environment, with housing

development among top three reasons given

Little data / evidence on the quality of urban

spaces

Greening of the city - data limited, but reports of

loss of mature trees to development

How is this outcome progressing?

Improving housing affordability: Auckland
housing is severely unaffordable, and a large
number of people are experiencing housing stress.
This has detrimental individual and societal costs.
There is an urgent need to improve housing
affordability for all Aucklanders, requiring multi-
faceted solutions and sustained action from all
stakeholders.

Building better and more sustainable homes: step
change is needed to improve the energy efficiency
of our housing stock and reduce embodied carbon.
This also offers important co-denefits (e.g. health
and wellbeing).

Maximising urban green spaces that improve the
lives of people and planet: maximising the role of
urban green spaces in climate change adaptation
and mitigation, whilst also enhancing the liveability
of higher density living require a strategic approach
to planning and managing of nature and green
spaces.

conomic and health benefits for all

Opportunities for greater progress

« Transport emissions constitute the largest part
of Auckland’s total emissions, and remain high
with no signs of decreasing at a rate necessary to
meet climate commitments

Reducing transport related greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions: requires significant and
sustained investment in the initiatives outlined in
the Transport Emissions Reduction Pathway e.g.

41 Auckland Plan Three Yearly Progress Report 2023
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« Safety - death and serious injury remain high, but
declining, except for cyclists

« Public transport - highest ever level of public
transport boardings pre-COVID 19, but lockdowns
led to decreased demand for public transport

« Infrastructure improvements - better walking
and cycling links and connections between
railway stations

Environment and Cultural Heritage

Aucklanders

public transport, walking, cycling and micro-
mobility, and integrated land-use and transport
policy and action.

Ensuring a safe transport system, free from
deaths and serious injuries: the design of new and
upgraded infrastructure and investment decisions
must prioritise vulnerable road users e.g. people
walking and cycling.

Targeting investment on the most significant
challenges: taking a long-term view to ensure
existing strategic direction is driving investment
decisions, including direction from Te Taruke-a-
Tawhiri: Auckland’s Climate Plan, the Transport
Emissions Reduction Plan (TERP), and Vision Zero

for Tamaki Makarau.

rve, protect and care for the natural environment as our shared cultural herit

intrin ralue and for the benefit of present and future

How is this outcome progressing?

Opportunities for greater progress

« Biodiversity - animal and plant pest control is
successfully protecting the rich biodiversity
throughout our regional parks, on Hauraki Gulf
islands, and in rural areas

« Tree planting is increasing biodiversity and

native forest cover

Visibility of Maori culture and identity has

improved with te reo Maori names of parks and

public spaces, and use of Maori design elements
in the city urban area

Cultural heritage protection improving but must

be ramped up further to ensure sites of cultural

significance to mana whenua have formal
protection.

Opportunity and Prosperity
Auckland is prosperous with many opportunities and
How is this outcome progressing?

Building resilient infrastructure systems: Climate
change calls for a rapid transition to clean energy
and transportation. Critical improvements to water
infrastructure are needed to reduce sewage
overflows currently having detrimental effects on
rivers, streams, beaches and harbours.

Mitigating environmental pressures of growth by
increased use of nature-based solutions: Part of
the solution to managing our growth is to make
greater use of green infrastructure and nature-
based solutions. Enhanced uptake of nature-based
solutions (e.g. tree-lined streets, urban green
spaces, permeable pavements} will enhance
biodiversity, resilience and climate change
mitigation. They double as urban green spaces and
act as recreational and educational areas.
Enhancing protection of our cultural heritage:
More resourcing needed to ensure greater formal
statutory protection of sites of significance to mana
whenua, potentially under threat hy development
across the city.

delivers a better standard of living for everyone
Opportunities for greater progress

« Economic performance interrupted by the
pandemic with falling GDP and job losses in
some sectors (retail and hospitality). Other
sectors doing well e.g. construction

« Economic growth dampened by rising inequality
and income disparity

« Unemployment is low but labour productivity has
slightly decreased

Attracting and retaining innovation, talent and
investment: Auckland’s attractiveness as a place
to live and work is vital for business success and
competitiveness. Quality infrastructure,
entertainment, and an attractive natural and built
environment are critical elements to be invested in.
Working towards equitable economic wellbeing:
disparities in socio-economic outcomes must be

urgently addressed, requiring among other things a
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