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Alexandra Bonham Report
This report covers my Waitemata Local Board Activities from 3 April -30 April 2023. Unfortunately |
came down with Covid on 4™ April so have done more online than usual. My roles include:

Lead Environment and Infrastructure

Lead People and Diversity

Alternate Planning and Heritage (lead on Resource Consents)
Member, Domain Committee

Member, Re-imagining Toi Whikiti Joint Party Working Group
(on pause, pending confirmation of budgets)

Liaison Grey Lynn Business Association

Liaison Ponsonby Business Association

Liaison Grey Lynn Residents Association

Alternate liaison Herne Bay Residents Association (with Greg Moyle)
Liaison Maungawhau/Mount Eden CRL station

Alternate liaison Karanga a hape CRL Station

Alternate liaison Village Square Trust

PEOPLE & DIVERSITY

It is helpful to see how highly people valued community in the feedback on the Annual Budget iN
Waitemata. Libraries and cultural facilities and programmes (including youth and arts) topped the
list of services that should be retained in people’s view. This follows up a survey of city centre
residents who reiterated how important community was to them.

It perhaps then should be no surprise that the Play Festival was a great success in Western Park on
the 8™ April and was featured on many migrant news networks including the Oceania News, Happy
World Korean TV. The festival was brilliantly organised by Maria and Francesco of Playfully and an
exemplar of how the local board can support and co-fund community led events. There are more
pictures and details on the Playfully website:
https://www.playfestival.co.nz/?fbclid=lwAR0XJ8cR4AacDH06_en1uGWITmzmLUwwVeljjlClwcqx8Bg
3pmhs7ioE1t4
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It was great also to go to the Games Fair which is a hive of activity and appealing to a culturally
diverse audience of young and old. Games and gaming are growing industries for NZ who are as
good at creating Indie games as anyone else anywhere. Here with Shrikkanth of Denari:

ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

City Centre Water Upgrades

There will be a number of street upgrades over the next few years in the Central City. This is an
opportunity to do a number of water utilities upgrades. More information can be found here:
https://www.watercare.co.nz/About-us/Projects-around-Auckland/Queen-Street-wastewater-
diversion
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Trees, Leaf Fall, Drain clearing and Stormwater management

The Governing Body will be receiving a report in a few months proposing a way ahead. Reassuringly
Finance Minister the Hon Grant Robertson! has laid out a framework for rebuilding in which there
are three pathways. The first is to rebuild on site, the second is to rebuild in a more resilient way,
while those on the third path, who live on sites that are not suitable for housing be supported to
move on and to rezone the land. The local board has been advocating for helping people to move on
from sites that cannot be made resilient, and preventing future intensification on sites that are at
risk. On 13 April it was reported that more time would be available for council to make
recommendations for Plan Change 78. The Environment Minister David Parker laid out his
expectations that a sponge city approach be adopted. This has also been the position of the local
board. At a council level we are looking into restoring and daylighting streams to improve resiliency
and biodiversity. We are also advocating for higher service levels for stormwater management.

The Strand, Parnell

There is a huge amount of work facing Healthy Waters across the Auckland region, so we are being a
squeaky wheel with regards the Strand where the insurance bill reaches into the hundreds of million
dollars if not billions. The Parnell Business Association and the local board are advocating for further
investigation of blockages to be done (particularly between numbers 45-77 The Strand) to establish
if more cleaning is necessary. It should be considered whether a single agency responsible would
make it easier to manage the drains. Deep consideration of stormwater resiliency with regard future
developments is necessary.

Grey Lynn

Constituents that were hit hard by the Anniversary floods and live on sites that have long been
identified as at risk have been in communication with council Healthy Waters staff on their options
and the local board continues to advocate for them.

Franklin Road

Discussions are ongoing with council arborists on how to better manage trees and drainage in
Franklin Road and heritage streets. Options might include a community day for leaf collection,
pavement sweepers, collection of leaves and twigs and using for composting; and cutting back trees
by a third.

Cox’s Creek Stream

The major storm events that Auckland experienced in January and February this year caused some
landslips around the stream. Fallen trees and debris are currently blocking the stream and
obstructing the flow of water, which is causing water quality issues. We have had a geomorphologist
inspect the site and determine that it is safe to clear most of this debris away (with the support of an
engineer onsite). The work began 1 May and should be complete within a few days.

Climate Action

Low Carbon Lifestyles Advice
The aim of the Low Carbon Lifestyles programme is to provide home energy advice to residents in
order to reduce their energy costs and reduce carbon emissions. Some residents also qualify for a

! https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/politics/will-you-live-in-your-cyclone-hit-home-again-minister-details-three-
categories-to-decide-

future/K73YAH2WMFCIXDMOEPRTKMXMWU/ ?fbclid=IwAROhOM6PZKZRLFgUzc72kNT2CIhr57Mdn5rap33PGq7
GrJtMya5dTDOhFmg
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free installation service (such as energy efficient lightbulbs, hot water cylinder insulation, curtains
etc) to improve energy efficiency in their homes.

The programme engages householders in a simple conversation about energy efficiency in their
home such as what type of heating they use, whether their house is insulated, what type of light
bulbs they have installed, and more. This will be happening from the beginning to the end of May
2023, and door knockers will be in the Herne Bay area.

Food Scraps Collection

The communications has begun around the new food scraps scheme which will help divert much of
the 100,000 tonnes of food that currently goes to landfill in Auckland where it emits methane, and
takes up valuable land. Collection will begin in Waitemata in September with bins delivered to
homes through July and August. Council encourages four ways to reduce waste with the goal of zero
emissions by 2040. In order of priority:

1. careful food budgeting and storage to reduce waste in the first place (see Love Food Hate
Waste website).

2. diverting usable food to those who need it (see website above, projects include: Everybody
Eats initiative).

3. Home or community composting (including worm farms and bokashi) to create great soils
(Look at the Compost Collective Share Waste website)

4. Foodscraps Collection (which creates fertiliser and biogas to be used in horticultural food
production)

They are working to expand the scheme to multi-unit developments and the local board is
advocating to ensure that city centre transport improvements will still allow collection of foodscraps
in the future.

PLANNING & HERITAGE: Resource Consents (please refer also to Member Matson's

report)

I support Member Matson in this portfolio, which involves fielding resource consent requests for
buildings, structures, and tree pruning and removal as they are received by Council, requesting
further information, plans and Assessments of Environmental Effects for applications of interest?®. All
consents are shared with planning lead Allan Matson to lead the response.

New Consents

[COMMERCIAL]COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-Track Consenting) Act 2020 — The Foundation Village -
Building 3

The local board view is that a proposal that is substantially different to what is anticipated in the
Auckland Unitary Plan or obliged by law (eg. MRDS) and that is likely to change the character of a

2 Significant applications are referred to the relevant residents’ associations for their input which | then relay to planners as
part of the Local Board's input. | particularly keep a look out for tree removals, helicopter pad requests, digital billboards
facing residential buildings, impact on heritage buildings and place and more than minor breaches of the unitary plan.

The Waitemata Local Board recognises the amenity value of trees and has adopted the Ngahere Urban Forest Strategy.
Where it is possible to keep trees we advocate for them. Sometimes trees may be removed for the building of transport
and energy infrastructure that locks in lower carbon emissions in the future. Where trees are removed our position is that
there should be more trees planted than are lost in the same neighbourhood. Good urban design and spatial planning can
make a huge difference to the quality of a neighbourhood. Considering new developments through a climate change lens is
also necessary. The council has committed to halving emissions by 2030 which should impact decision-making across all
departments.
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