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Bringing stories to life on stage since 1954
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Auckland Council A

Chairperson’s Report as of Thursday 13 February 2025

We ended a busy but successful 2024 with festive celebrations. Since our last report we
attended the Howick Santa Parade, Manukau Concert Band Christmas concert, and the
Howick Brass Band Carols by Candlelight on Stockade Hill (all proudly funded by the
Howick Local Board). And we’ve begun 2025 with more community events, celebrating the
rich diversity that exists across our rohe — Lohri, Lunar New Year, Waitangi to name a few.

Over the break, staff have worked hard to upgrade the technology in our board room that
will allow us to run our meetings more efficiently as well as prepare us for our increased
members in October. And we’ve begun our workshops for the year, moving to open by
default which provides greater transparency and accountability.

We have a big year ahead, with the results of our playground survey and local dog access
rules due shortly. We also have our annual budget consultation coming up soon. While
we won'’t know specifics until after the first quarter, we know that cost pressures will continue
to be a challenge for our limited budget. Therefore, it’s vital that we understand what our
community wants and needs so we can prioritise to deliver the most value in our last work
programme of this electoral term.

We're pleased to see that our advocacy to bring the Flat Bush Community Centre and
Library forward has worked, with funding approved from July 2025 to start the formal
process for delivering this much needed and long-awaited community asset.

The Eastern Busway continues to make good progress, currently on time and budget
which is no small feat for one of the largest infrastructure projects in the country. Despite the
best efforts of the project team, there is ongoing disruption to residents and businesses as
this project transforms Pakdranga to Botany. We continue to proactively work with the
project team to advocate on behalf of the community.

Our own transport projects are running on time and below budget, with two of our local board
transport capital fund projects were delivered over the school break - upgraded pedestrian
crossings delivered on Valderama Road and Paparoa Road respond to requests from
local schools. More safety projects are due to be consulted and delivered soon.

Nga mihi nui | Kind regards,

— ./
" Damign L’igrht

/ :
Heamana | Chairperson

Te Poari a-Rohe o Howick | Howick Local Board
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Date Event/meeting attended

Fri 06 Dec

Southern Local Board Chairs Forum attended by Chair Damian Light

Sun 08 Dec

Howick Santa Parade attended by Chair Damian Light, Members Adele White,
Bruce Kendall, David Collings, John Spiller, Katrina Bungard, Mike Turinsky, and
Peter Young. See photo on following pages.

Mon 09 Dec

Regional Local Board Chairs Forum attended by Chair Damian Light
Manukau Concert Band Christmas concert attended by Member John Spiller.

Thu 12 Dec

Howick Local Board workshop (refer workshop records for attendance & topics)
Howick Local Board business meeting (refer minutes for attendance and
decisions)

Sun 15 Dec

Howick Brass Band Carols by Candlelight on Stockade Hill attended by
Deputy Bo Burns.

Thu 19 Dec

Enviroschool Presentation at Our Lady Star of the Sea arranged by Chair
Damian Light

Despensa Opening and First Anniversary attended by Chair Damian Light,
Deputy Bo Burns and Member Adele White.

Pakiranga United Rugby Club Third Thursday attended by Chair Damian Light.
Also present was Hon. Simeon Brown.

Sat 11 Jan

Lohri Mela Festival attended by Chair Damian Light. Also present were
Councillors Angela Dalton and Lotu Fuli, and Chair Matt Winata.

Sat 18 Jan

Fo Guang Shan Buddhist Temple Reunion Dinner attended by Chair Damian
Light and Member Adele White. See photo on following pages.

Sun 19 Jan

Spring Festival hosted by Auckland East Chinese Association attended by
Chair Damian Light and Member Peter Young. Also present was Nancy Lu MP.

Mon 20 Jan

Meeting with Bucklands and Eastern Beaches Ratepayers and Residents
Association arranged by Chair Damian Light, Members Bruce Kendall, David
Collings, and Katrina Bungard.

Sat 25 Jan

Lunar New Year Concert at Howick Historical Village attended by Member
Peter Young.

Sun 26 Jan

Lunar New Year celebration at Botany Library attended by Chair Damian Light
and Member Peter Young.

Tue 28 Jan

Lunar New Year Celebration at Fo Guang Shan Buddhist Temple attended by
Chair Damian Light (who spoke) and Member Adele White. Also present was
Nancy Lu MP.

Wed 29 Jan

Ti Rakau Park Playground Opening attended by Chair Damian Light, Members
Adele White, Bruce Kendall, David Collings, and Katrina Bungard. See photo on
following pages.

Thu 30 Jan

Howick Local Board open workshop (refer workshop records for attendance &
topics)

Fri 31 Jan

Eastern Busway Elected Member Update attended by Chair Damian Light,
Councillors Maurice Williamson and Sharon Stewart, plus representation from local
MPs office.

Howick Ward Councillors and Local Board meeting arranged by Chair Damian
Light, Councillors Maurice Williamson and Sharon Stewart, Members Bruce
Kendall, David Collings, and Mike Turinsky.

Sat 01 Feb

Howick Youth Council induction attended by Chair Damian Light (who spoke)
Chinese New Year Gala hosted by Federation of Chinese Assoc attended by
Chair Damian Light, Members Adele White, David Collings, Katrina Bungard, and
Peter Young. Also in attendance were Councillors Kerrin Leoni and Lotu Fuli; Rt
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Hon Chris Hipkins, Hon Simeon Brown, Hon Melissa Lee, Dr Parmjeet Parmar MP,
plus other Members of Parliament, and former Ministers.

Sun 02 Feb

Lantern Festival hosted by Botany Chinese Association attended by Chair
Damian Light and Member Bruce Kendall.

Tue 04 Feb

Monthly Community Partners Meeting hosted by Ormiston Police Station
attended by Chair Damian Light. Also present was Nancy Lu MP and local
community organisations.

Citizenship Ceremony attended by Chair Damian Light (who presided), supported
by Member Adele White. Also present was Andrew Lesa, Manurewa Local Board.

Thu 06 Feb

Waitangi ki Manukau 2025 hosted by Ngai Tai ki Tamaki attended by Chair
Damian Light and Member Mike Turinsky.

Fri 07 Feb

NZ Multi-ethnic Art Link launch attended by Chair Damian Light (who spoke) and
Member Adele White.

Mon 10 Feb

East Auckland Tourism Meeting attended by Member Katrina Bungard.

Thu 13 Feb

Howick Local Board open workshop (refer workshop records for attendance &
topics)

BNZ Auckland Lantern Festival Opening Ceremony attended by Chair Damian
Light. Also present was Mayor Wayne Brown, Deputy Mayor Desley Simpson, Rt
Hon Chris Luxon, Hon Mark Mitchell, Nancy Lu MP, Rima Nakhle MP, Councillors,
Local Board Chairs and Members, Ministers and MPs.
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Sunday 08 December Howick Santa Parade

Fo Guang Shan Buddhist Temple Reunion Dinner
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Wednesday 29 January Ti Rakau Park Playground Openin
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