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0BMemorandum 11 March 2025 

To: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board         

Subject: Te Kete Rukuruku Update 

From: Dawn Bardsley  

Contact information: dawn.bardsley@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz     
 

 

Purpose 
1. To update the local board on recent progress on Māori naming in Te Kete Rukuruku. 
2. To seek feedback on the naming of three libraries. 
3. To understand if the local board wish to hold a small community event to celebrate and learn 

about the names once they are adopted. 
 

1BSummary 
4. The Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board invited iwi to name 35 parks through Te Kete 

Rukuruku in September 2019 (MT/2019/216). 
5. Shared interests on 23 sites has now been resolved and naming is underway. 
6. A region wide convention for Auckland Libraries has been established of Te Pātaka Kōrero 

o (Māori name). It is recommended that the three libraries in the Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
Local Board area be brought into line with this new convention. 

7. Names are expected to be received from iwi prior to 30 June 2025, although this is not yet 
confirmed by iwi. 

8. A budget of $6,600 will be sought as part of the local board’s 2025/2026 financial year 
annual work programme to complete tranche one.  

9. Feedback is sought on whether the local board would like to hold a small event with mana 
whenua, to share the names and stories with the community once the names are adopted 
next year. A budget of $3,000 would be required to deliver this event. 

 

Context 
10. Te Kete Rukuruku (TKR) is a culture and identity programme that collects and tells the 

unique Māori stories of Tāmaki Makaurau / Auckland. It is a partnership, led by iwi, between 
Auckland Council and all 19 mana whenua groups that have interests across the region. 

11. A key outcome of the programme is for te reo Māori to be seen, heard, learned and spoken. 
The programme contributes towards reclaiming Māori identity and the restoration of mana 
and mauri (life force) to the whenua (land). This is achieved through the restoration of the 
Māori language, traditional names and storytelling.  

12. Te Kete Rukuruku process, as agreed with mana whenua and local boards, is that te reo 
Māori names are provided by mana whenua. Iwi have the mātauranga and the mana for 
deciding the appropriate Māori names for the whenua. Public feedback on these names is 
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not sought. In some cases, the Māori names have been attached to the park or area for 
hundreds of years. 

13. When received, the Māori names will be accepted and adopted by the local board. 
Communication and public notification of the Māori names will commence following this 
formal adoption. 

Project Scope 

14. The scope of the TKR programme, and particularly the Māori naming of parks and places, is 
defined as the naming, renaming or dual naming of parks and places throughout Tāmaki 
Makaurau. 

15. The programme recognises that there was a rich layer of Māori names that existed across 
Tāmaki Makaurau. It provides an opportunity to learn te Reo, Māori history and Māori values 
relevant to places throughout Tāmaki Makaurau. 

16. It is expected that, in most cases, Māori naming will be dual naming. Dual naming means 
that a Māori name is added to the existing name thereby enriching the stories about that 
place or facility without taking anything away. For the public this means signage will present 
both names with the English name following the Māori name. This is in accordance with 
council’s Māori language policy and signage guidelines. 

17. Dual naming also means that a Māori name sits alongside another name that is not related 
in its meaning. In other words, the two names are not translations of each other but 
independent and unique. 

18. Te Kete Rukuruku is not a signage project. Once names are adopted signage will be 
replaced only when due for renewal, except for one bilingual exemplar park selected. Should 
the local board wish to upgrade signage sooner to reflect the new names, funding would be 
required from the local board’s capital works budget. 

Overview of naming process 
19. The naming process can be broadly summarised into six steps: 

1)  Local board confirms the list of parks and reserves to be named as tranche one.  Any 
consultation with community groups, stakeholders or the public should occur prior to 
the parks being put forward to iwi for naming. 

2)  The confirmed list of sites is reported to a business meeting for formal resolution.  
3)  The confirmed list of sites is then provided to iwi who will discuss and agree on who 

will name each park.  
4)  Iwi undertake their own research and provide a name and a narrative outlining the 

meaning or story behind the name. The name may be an ancestral name that has 
been attached to that area prior to European occupation, or it could be a contemporary 
name often relating to historical activities or features. The names are not open to 
public consultation or negotiation. If there is any risk of a Māori name for a specific site 
not being supported, the site should not be included on the list proposed for naming. 

5)  The names are presented to the local board by mana whenua at a ‘hui tuku ingoa’. 
This is an opportunity to build on the relationship with mana whenua, receive the 
names and hear the stories behind them. 

6)  A report is presented at a local board business meeting for formal adoption of the 
Māori names. Once adopted all the names are entered into Auckland Council’s 
website and any designated reserves will then be gazetted. Stakeholders and 
community groups are advised of the new names and a community celebration/event 
may be held.  
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Gazettal  
20. The council as landowner can name parks and places by resolution, through the exercise of 

its power of general competence under section 12 of the Local Government Act. 
21. Where the land is vested in council and held as reserve under the Reserves Act, the council 

may name or change the name of a reserve by notice in the Gazette (s16(10) Reserves 
Act). 

22. As part of TKR process any sites subject to the Reserves Act will be gazetted following 
adoption by the local board. 

23. The TKR gazettal process does not include changes to classification of the land, it applies to 
name changes only. Any changes to classification should be undertaken as a separate 
process. 

Background 

24. The Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board joined the programme selecting 35 parks to receive 
Māori names in September 2019 (MT/2019/216). 

25. In July 2020, the local board requested a new park in Aveline Place, Glen Innes, be added 
into tranche one for naming. 

26. Iwi requested that the Tāmaki Path be added into the tranche for naming. The local board 
confirmed this addition on 3 December 2024 through resolution MT/2024/195. 

27. Five sites have been identified as having been sold or being considered for sale and were 
removed from tranche one: 

• 134 Mt Wellington Highway  
• 150 Mt Wellington Highway  
• 162 Mt Wellington Highway  
• 184 Mt Wellington Highway  
• 59 Mountain Road  

28. Sunset View Reserve was named as part of the Auckland Manukau Eastern Transport 
Initiative (AMETI) project and removed from the TKR programme. 

29. This resulted in 31 sites remaining in tranche one for naming. Please see Attachment One 
for details. 

30. Nine iwi initially expressed interest in discussions around the naming of these sites.   

• Ngāi Tai ki Tāmaki 
• Ngāti Maru 
• Ngāti Paoa Iwi Trust 
• Ngāti Paoa Trust Board 
• Ngāti Tamaterā 

• Ngaati Te Ata Waiohua 
• Ngaati Whanaunga 
• Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei 
• Te Ākitai Waiohua 

Noting that Auckland Council is now engaging solely with Ngāti Paoa Iwi Trust regarding all 
Ngāti Paoa interests in the Maungakiekie-Tāmaki area  

31. Challenges reaching agreement between iwi about who will name each site has resulted in 
significant delays to delivery of the programme in this local board area. 

Discussion 
32. The local board has one activity line in their work programme for financial year 2024/2025, 

SharePoint ID 4157. 
33. Over the last few months discussions have progressed well and iwi have agreed on who will 

be naming 23 of the 31 parks. The other eight parks will need to remain on hold for the time 
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being, and will be deferred into tranche two should the local board wish to do more naming 
once these first 23 names are adopted. 

34. Names will be provided for the 23 sites by Ngāti Paoa Iwi Trust, Ngāi Tai ki Tāmaki, Ngaati 
Te Ata Waiohua and Te Aakitai Waiohua. 

35. A timeline has not yet been confirmed from iwi for receipt of the names but indications are 
that the names will be received this financial year. 

Libraries 
36. The libraries team has been leading a programme to provide te reo Māori names for the 55 

Auckland Council libraries across the Auckland region.  
37. Research was conducted to determine a naming convention that would be appropriate for 

libraries. This included consultation with mana whenua and historians.  
38. The preferred naming convention for libraries is Te Pātaka Kōrero o (Māori place name) 

followed by the existing name which is retained as a dual name.  
39. The concept of pātaka kōrero was developed as a metaphor for libraries. The notion of a 

pātaka (food storehouse) has been used as an analogy of feeding the minds of people. It 
also refers to the historical and cultural importance of the pātaka as a central facility of 
marae. Kōrero refers to the crucial role of language, stories and discussion in the transferal 
of information. Therefore, the combination of all these concepts reveals “Pātaka Kōrero”.  

40. Te Kete Rukuruku supports the library process by engaging with mana whenua and local 
boards. The library names will be included as part of the park naming process. This will 
confirm the site-specific portion of the names and formalises them by resolution.  

41. The Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board has three libraries in their local board area: 

• Glen Innes Library 

• Onehunga Library 

• Panmure Library 
42. Mana whenua will consider the existing names and, if 

appropriate, may choose to either retain them or provide 
alternate names. Previous examples include: 

• Te Pātaka Kōrero o Manurewa / Manurewa Library 
where the same Māori name was used 

• Te Pātaka Kōrero o Te Kōpua / Waitākere Library. This 
library is located in Henderson and the traditional name 
for the Henderson area is Te Kōpua. 

43. So far local boards in Manurewa, Māngere-Ōtāhuhu, Ōtara-
Papatoetoe, Waitākere Ranges, Henderson-Massey, 
Waitematā, Devonport-Takapuna, Papakura, Waiheke and 
Whau have some or all of their libraries using the naming 
convention. Howick, Franklin, Hibiscus and Bays and 
Kaipātiki are pending receipt of their names. 

44. This is a regional naming convention. It is recommended that 
the local board consider including the naming of their three 
libraries in tranche one. This will bring all the Maungakiekie-
Tāmaki libraries in line with this preferred naming 
convention, and will provide consistency across the local board area. 

45. If supported, a formal adoption of the names will be required by resolution and can be 
included with the park naming when the 23 park names are adopted. 
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Financial considerations 
46. Te Kete Rukuruku payment structure is detailed in table one below. Payment is only made 

as each milestone is reached. 
Table one  

Milestone Requirements Payment per iwi 

1. Shared 
interests 

• List of sites reviewed. 
• Interests indicated for each site. 
• Hui held to identify and discuss overlapping interests 

(multiple hui usually required). 
• Naming process finalised and each site has agreed iwi 

allocated for naming either solely or jointly. 

$1,000 

2. Naming • Site visits. 
• Research and ratification. 
• Discussions with other iwi, if jointly naming. 
• Names provided. 

$1,500 

3. Hui Tuku 
Ingoa 

• Review and finalisation of names including spelling, 
checking duplications, supply of narratives. 

• Red flag process completed along with any resulting 
discussion between iwi. 

• Presentation of names to the local board at hui tuku 
ingoa. 

$1,000 

4. Adoption • Final approval of names and their associated narratives, 
including any necessary reviews or changes. 

$100 per name 

 
47. A budget of $7,000 has been carried forward this financial year (2024/2025). This is enough 

to cover the costs of milestone payment one that has recently been completed. Should the 
names be received from all four iwi this financial year, then an additional $4,000 will be 
needed. It is expected that this money will be available from end of year savings from Te 
Kete Rukuruku operational budget, if needed. 

48. Assuming that all names are received this financial year, then funding of $6,600 to complete 
the tranche next financial year will be required. This amount covers completion of milestone 
three for four iwi and the adoption of 26 names. This will be applied for as part of the local 
board’s annual work programme for financial year 2025/2026. 

Bilingual Exemplar Park 
49. One exemplar park may be selected where all signage throughout the park is upgraded to 

be fully bilingual and include the new Māori name. A full narrative is also usually provided in 
the park so that the story behind the name is highlighted. A QR code is included so that the 
correct pronunciation can be learnt. 

50. This signage is fully funded from Te Kete Rukuruku’s capital works budget. No local board 
funding is required. 
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51. A site assessment of all parks being named will be completed. This looks at a number of 

considerations such as:   

• size and location 
• usage  
• existing signage 

• cultural connections 
• iwi feedback 

52. These are rated and a recommendation is workshopped with the local board. The site is 
confirmed by resolution at a business meeting when the Māori names are adopted. 

Whakarewatanga (whaka-rewa-tanga) event 
53. Most local boards also wish to hold a whakarewatanga event at one site. This is a small 

local event held with iwi, the local board and the local community. Usually the site that is 
selected is the park that receives the new bilingual signage, which is unveiled as part of the 
event.  

54. This is an excellent opportunity for local schools, park stakeholders and members of the 
public to be invited to learn about the programme. The event provides an opportunity for 
residents to hear about some of the names and stories associated with the area directly from 
mana whenua, with a focus on the story of the exemplar park name. Costs vary depending 
on the scale of the event, but are estimated at $3,000, which would cater for 50 to a 100 
people. 

55. Feedback is sought on whether the local board would like to hold such an event, this funding 
will be required from the local board’s budget in financial year 2025/2026. This is assuming 
the names will be received and adopted during the next financial year.  

Next steps 
56. The local board should advise if they support the libraries being named in accordance with 

the current regional convention. Te Kete Rukuruku staff will then advise iwi that the three 
libraries have been added to the tranche for naming. 

57. The local board should consider if they would like to hold a whakarewatanga next year with 
a corresponding budget of $3,000. 

58. It is expected that iwi will provide the names prior to 30 June 2025. At the time of writing this 
memo we are awaiting confirmation of this timeline. 

Attachments 
Attachment A: List of sites being named in tranche one 
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