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Deliberation on the proposed changes to local dog access rules
File No.: 

Te take mō te pūrongo 
Purpose of the report  
1. To assist the local board’s decision-making on whether to adopt proposed changes to local

dog access rules in its local board area.

Whakarāpopototanga matua 
Executive summary  
2. To assist the local board’s decision-making on whether to adopt the proposed changes, staff 

have summarised public feedback and provided a structure for deliberations.
3. The proposed changes aim to respond to structural problems with the current rules

(problems that place responsible dog owners, their dogs, other people, animals or property 
at significant risk or unreasonably restrict responsible dog owner access).

4. The local board received 1077 public feedback responses across all proposed changes. This 
includes feedback from seven organisations, one pro forma campaign (with 258 signatures), 
and one late feedback submission after the close of the public consultation period.

5. A summary of all feedback is in Attachment D to the agenda report, an extract of feedback 
by proposal is in Attachment E to agenda report and a copy of individual feedback in its 
original form is in Attachment F (unavailable due to file size, link to be provided) to the 
agenda report.

6. All feedback is summarised into the following topics:

Topic and description Topic and description 
• Proposal 1 Parry Kauri Park - 178

responses
• Proposal 2 Snells Beach - 611 responses

(including pro forma campaign)
• Proposal 3 Vera Reserve Baddeleys Road,

Baddeleys Creek Reserve and Pigeon
Place Accessway - 147 responses

• Proposal 4 Wonderview Road Esplanade - 140
responses

• Other matters

7. Staff recommend the local board consider all public feedback on the proposed changes and
then decide whether to adopt the proposed changes in accordance with its decision-making
requirements. This approach will complete the statutory process the local board must follow.

8. There is a reputational risk that some people or organisations who provided feedback may
not feel that their views are addressed. This risk can be mitigated by the local board
considering all public feedback contained in this report and providing reasons for its
decision.

9. Following a final decision of the local board, staff will publicly notify the decision and publish
any changes as part of a regional process and install any updated signage funded by the
local board. Animal management staff will provide compliance services for any changes and
community facilities staff will maintain any signage, within existing budgets.

Ngā tūtohunga 
Recommendation/s
That the Rodney Local Board: 
[NOTE: Local board to pass resolutions (a) and (b) BEFORE commencing deliberations] 
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a) mihi / thank those people and organisations who gave feedback on the proposed changes to
local dog access rules in the local board area.

b) whakaae / accept the late feedback from one person received within a week after the close
of public consultation for consideration alongside all other public feedback received.

[NOTE: Local board to pass remaining resolutions AFTER deliberations] 

c) whai / adopt the decisions contained in the deliberations table attached to this resolution in
the minutes of this meeting of the local board that:
i) respond to the public feedback on the proposed changes

[NOTE: Text ii) to iv) to be amended as required to reflect decisions in deliberations
table]

ii) adopt the proposed changes as publicly notified at [insert locations, delete iii) if not
applicable]

iii) adopt with amendments, the proposed changes at [insert locations, delete iii) if not
applicable]

iv) reject the proposed changes and retain the current rules at [insert any locations, if not
applicable].

[NOTE: Delete (d), (e), (f), and (g) if no change made] 

d) whai / adopt amendments to the Auckland Council Policy on Dogs 2019 contained in the
comparison table attached to this resolution in the minutes of this meeting of the local board
that gives effect to the decisions in c), with a commencement date of 1 August 2025

e) whakaū / confirm that the amendments to the policy in d):
i) are consistent with the policy, principles and criteria for deciding dog access rules in

the Auckland Council Kaupapa mo ngā Kuri | Policy on Dogs 2019
ii) are not inconsistent with any decision in relation to region-wide dog access rules

contained in the Auckland Council Kaupapa mo ngā Kuri | Policy on Dogs 2019
iii) are in accordance with all relevant legislative requirements, in particular the Local

Government Act 2002 and Dog Control Act 1996.
f) delegate authority through the chief executive to the manager responsible for the policy on

dogs to make editorial changes or to correct errors or omissions to the amendments in d).
g) allocate up to $6900 from the local board’s Community Facilities Asset Based Services

budget for the installation of signage to implement the amendments the policy in d).

Horopaki 
Context  
Local dog access rules provide spaces for dogs and their owners that are safe for 
everyone, are adopted by local boards and enforced by council staff 
10. The Auckland Council Kaupapa mo ngā Kuri | Policy on Dogs 2019 contains dog access

rules that seek to provide a balanced use of public places for dogs and their owners that is
safe for everyone. This includes people, animals, the environment and property.

11. Local board’s have delegated authority to decide dog access rules on local park, beach and
foreshore areas in their local board area (GB/2012/157).

12. Council’s Animal Management Team uses a modern regulator approach to increase
voluntary compliance. This includes a focus on education through website information,
signage and interactions with dog owners during patrols. Where appropriate, Animal
Management can issue $300 infringement fines.
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The local board proposed changes to local dog access rules for public consultation 
13. On 11 December 2025, the local board adopted a proposal to amend local dog access rules

in the local board area contained in the Auckland Council Policy on Dogs 2019
(RD/2024/222).

14. The proposal arose in response to requests for changes to local dog access rules that met
regulatory criteria contained in the local board’s delegated authority, Policy on Dogs 2019,
Dog Control Act 1996 and Local Government Act 2002 (See Attachment C to the agenda
report).

15. The proposal seeks to improve rules that balance the needs of dogs, people, animals, the
environment and property in public places in the local board area by amending rules at:

• Parry Kauri Park

• Snells Beach

• Vera Reserve Baddeleys Road, Baddeleys Creek Reserve and Pigeon Place Accessway

• Wonderview Road Esplanade
16. Details on the current and proposed rules are contained in Attachment A.

The proposal received 1077 public feedback responses
17. The proposal was publicly notified for feedback from 20 January to 23 February 2025.

During that period, council received 1077 feedback responses from people and seven
organisations, including one late feedback response and one pro forma campaign (with 258
signatures).

18. Public consultation initiatives for proposed changes to local dog access rules were combined
with public consultation for proposed changes to local dog access rules in nine other local
board areas and proposed changes to matters of regional significance in the Auckland
Council Policy on Dogs 2019 and Dog Management Bylaw 2019.

19. The consultation initiatives had a media reach to an audience of over 3.7 million (print,
online, TV, Radio) and the ‘AK Have Your Say’ webpage received about 29,000 visits.1

20. The Table below summarises public consultation initiatives and responses.

Public awareness initiatives 
• Notification in New Zealand Herald and local papers2

• Articles on ‘Our Auckland’ on 3 December 2024, 4 December 2024, 21 January 2025
• Email notification of known registered dog owners by using email or mailing address provided to council
• Email notification to external stakeholders (e.g. SPCA)
• Email notification to mana whenua and mataawaka
• Appearance on radio and TV interviews3

• Information ‘drop-in’ sessions and ‘Have Your Say’ events4

• Information on the akhaveyoursay website

1 The ‘AK Have Your Say’ webpage included proposed changes to the Dog Policy and Bylaw and local dog access rules in 10 local 
board areas. The website had around 29,000 visits over the consultation period, comprised of over 6000 ‘engaged’ participants 
(people who completed the online survey). Overall there were also over 18,000 ‘informed’ participants (people who downloaded a 
document) which included around 1700 people who downloaded the statement of proposal for proposed changes to local dog 
access rules). 
2 Franklin County News, Manukau and Papakura Courier, Central Leader, Eastern Bays Courier, North Shore Times, Rodney 

Times, Western Leader, The Times, Gulf News, Waiheke Weekender, Pohutukawa Coast Times 
3 NZTV (1 time), Media Works (11 times) and Radio NZ (10 times) 
4 An online drop-in session and an in-person Have Your Say event (at Town Hall) were held for proposed changes to matters of 

regional significance in the Dog Policy and Bylaw and plus 11 in-person drop-in sessions and ten Have Your Say sessions were 
held for the proposed changes to local dog access rules.  
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Public feedback opportunities 

• In writing online, by email or post from 20 January to 23 February 2025
• In person or online at ‘drop-in’ sessions or at ‘Have Your Say’ events
• The Rodney drop-in session was on 1 February 2025 and Have Your Say event on 12 February 2025.
• Verbally by phone.

Public responses 
• The local board received 1077 feedback responses from people and seven organisations through the

online feedback form or by email. This included a pro forma campaign initiated by Dog Friends Auckland
with 258 signatures, and one late feedback response.

• Six people attended the Rodney ‘Have Your Say’ event. Six provided verbal feedback, most also provided
written feedback.

21. Attachments A to G in this report contain a deliberations table (A), proposal (B), summary of 
regulatory decision-making requirements (C), consultation feedback summary (D), extract of 
feedback by proposal (E), full copy of public feedback received online or by email, post or 
verbally (F), at ‘drop-in’ sessions and ‘Have Your Say’ events (G).

22. Note there is a separate report on the agenda that provides summary feedback for the 
proposed changes to matters of regional significance in the Auckland Council Policy on 
Dogs 2019 and Dog Management Bylaw 2019 to seek the local board’s feedback.

Tātaritanga me ngā tohutohu 
Analysis and advice  
Public feedback generally opposed the proposal 
23. To assist the local board in its deliberations, staff have summarised the public feedback into

topics in Attachment A. This enables the local board to deliberate and record its decisions on
each topic to meet statutory requirements.

24. The majority of public feedback opposed the proposals, with the exception of local board
area feedback to proposed changes to the local dog access rules at Parry Kauri Park.

Topic Total support from local board area Total support from 
people across Auckland 

Proposal 1: Parry Kauri Park  54 per cent support (33 of 61 responses) 
44 per cent opposed 

2 per cent ‘other’ 

37 per cent 
(65 of 178 responses) 

Proposal 2: Snells Beach  31 per cent support (39 of 125 responses) 
62 per cent opposed 

6 per cent ‘’I don’t know’ 

27 per cent 
(97 of 353 responses) 

Proposal 3: Vera Reserve 
Baddeleys Road, Baddeleys 
Creek Reserve and Pigeon 
Place Accessway  

29 per cent support (10 of 34 responses) 
65 per cent opposed 

6 per cent ‘I don’t know’ 

31 per cent 
(45 of 147 responses) 

Proposal 4: Wonderview 
Road Esplanade  

37 per cent support (13 out of 35 
responses) 

60 per cent opposed 
3 per cent ‘I don’t know’ 

31 per cent 
(44 of 140 responses) 
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The local board must comply with regulatory decision-making requirements when 
considering public feedback and making a final decision 
25. The local board must comply with regulatory requirements in the Local Government Act

2002, Dog Control Act 1996, Policy on Dogs 2019 and its delegated authority (See
Attachment C). This includes the Board:

• giving all public feedback due consideration with an open mind

• being consistent with the policy, principles and criteria for making dog access rules

• not being inconsistent with any region-wide dog access rule

• having regard to the matters in section 10(4) of the Dog Control Act 1996

• providing a clear record or description of the decisions.

Tauākī whakaaweawe āhuarangi 
Climate impact statement  
26. There are no implications for climate change arising from decisions sought in this report.

Ngā whakaaweawe me ngā tirohanga a te rōpū Kaunihera 
Council group impacts and views  
27. Input from relevant council teams was sought to inform the development of the proposal and

the deliberations report, and those teams are aware of the impacts of any final decision and
their implementation role.

Ngā whakaaweawe ā-rohe me ngā tirohanga a te poari ā-rohe 
Local impacts and local board views  
28. Local dog access rules have a direct impact on the use of public places of local significance.
29. There was a total of 255 responses across all the proposed changes from submitters

identifying with the local board area (Summary in Attachment D, extract of feedback by
proposal in Attachment E, and copy in Attachment F).

30. Local boards have delegated authority to decide local dog access rules in their area. This
means the local board must consider all public feedback before making a final decision.

31. Staff have summarised public feedback and provided a structure for deliberations to assist
the local board in making a decision on whether to adopt the proposed changes (Attachment
A).

Tauākī whakaaweawe Māori 
Māori impact statement  
32. Local dog access rules support whanaungatanga (vibrant communities), manaakitanga

(quality of life) and kaitiakitanga (sustainable futures) in Houkura | the Independent Māori
Statutory Board’s Māori Plan for Tāmaki Makaurau and Schedule of Issues of Significance
by helping to protect the safety of people and the environment.

33. Staff engaged with mana whenua and mataawaka during the public consultative process to
ensure Māori are able to provide their views on the proposal.

34. No particular impacts on mana whenua and mataawaka have been identified. Feedback
from individuals who identified themselves as Māori shows no marked difference to the
feedback provided from non-Māori. One organisation, Ngāti Manuhiri Settlement Trust,
supported the proposed changes. The summary of feedback from individuals who identified
themselves as Māori are provided below:

Topic Total support from Māori 
Proposal 1: Parry Kauri Park  36 per cent support (5 of 14 responses) 
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57 per cent opposed  
Proposal 2: Snells Beach  30 per cent support (7 of 23 responses) 

61 per cent opposed  
Proposal 3: Vera Reserve Baddeleys Road, Baddeleys 
Creek Reserve and Pigeon Place Accessway  

8 per cent support (1 of 12 responses) 
83 per cent opposed 

Proposal 4: Wonderview Road Esplanade  9 per cent support (1 out of 11 responses) 
82 per cent opposed 

Ngā ritenga ā-pūtea 
Financial implications
35. There may be financial cost to the local board of up to $6900 if all the proposed changes

were adopted as publicly notified. The local board would need to fund the cost, most likely
out of capital budgets.

• Parry Kauri Park: $2000 (covers two new signs, courier and installation).

• Snells Beach: $2500 (covers 11 new signs, courier and installation).

• Vera Reserve Baddeleys Road, Baddeleys Creek Reserve and Pigeon Place
Accessway: $1600 (covers new and replacement signs, courier and installation).

• Wonderview Road Esplanade: $800 (covers one new sign, courier and installation).
36. The local board should progress this discussion with Parks and Community Facilities staff as

part of the 2025/2026 work programme development budgets.

Ngā raru tūpono me ngā whakamaurutanga 
Risks and mitigations  
37. The following risks have been identified:

If… Then… Mitigation 
Some people or 
organisations feel their 
feedback was not 
considered or addressed 

There may be a reputational risk of 
negative public perception about 
the decision-making process. 

The Board ensures it considers all 
public feedback contained in this report 
and records its decisions (with reasons). 

Ngā koringa ā-muri 
Next steps  
38. Following a final decision of the local board:

• staff will publicly notify the decision and publish any changes on council’s website and
Auckland Council Policy on Dogs 2019 as part of a regional process that includes
changes adopted by the Governing Body and other local boards

• staff will install updated signage funded by the local board

• animal management staff will provide compliance services for any changes and
community facilities staff will maintain any signage, within existing budgets.

Ngā tāpirihanga 
Attachments 
No. Title Page 
A Deliberations table 
B Statement of Proposal [click link to view] 
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No. Title Page 
C Local board decision-making criteria 
D Summary of public feedback 
E Extract of feedback by proposal 
F Online and written feedback unavailable due to file size
G Drop-in sessions and Have Your Say sessions feedback 





Rodney Local Board Workshop 

23 April 2025   
 

 

Minute Attachments Page 11 
 

A
tt

a
c

h
m

e
n

t 
B

 
It

e
m

 3
 

  

D
R

A
FT

 

1 
 A

tta
ch

m
en

t A
 –

 D
el

ib
er

at
io

ns
 T

ab
le

  
Th

is
 a

tta
ch

m
en

t p
ro

vi
de

s 
a 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
fo

r d
el

ib
er

at
io

ns
. I

t c
on

ta
in

s 
a 

su
m

m
ar

y 
of

 p
ub

lic
 fe

ed
ba

ck
 o

n 
th

e 
pr

op
os

al
, i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

to
 a

ss
is

t 
de

lib
er

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 a

 s
tru

ct
ur

e 
fo

r r
ec

or
di

ng
 d

ec
is

io
ns

.  
Th

e 
lo

ca
l b

oa
rd

 w
ill 

ha
ve

 re
ad

 a
ll 

th
e 

fe
ed

ba
ck

 a
nd

 v
ie

w
s 

in
 A

tta
ch

m
en

ts
 D

 to
 G

.  
Im

po
rt

an
t: 

• 
Th

e 
lo

ca
l b

oa
rd

 m
us

t r
ec

ei
ve

 th
e 

vi
ew

s 
in

 p
ub

lic
 fe

ed
ba

ck
 w

ith
 o

pe
n 

m
in

d 
an

d 
gi

ve
 th

os
e 

vi
ew

s 
du

e 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n.

 

• 
A 

lo
ca

l b
oa

rd
 d

ec
is

io
n 

to
 c

ha
ng

e 
a 

lo
ca

l d
og

 a
cc

es
s 

ru
le

 m
us

t m
ee

t r
eg

ul
at

or
y 

cr
ite

ria
 in

 th
ei

r d
el

eg
at

ed
 a

ut
ho

rit
y,

 P
ol

ic
y 

on
 D

og
s 

20
19

, 
D

og
 C

on
tro

l A
ct

 1
99

6 
an

d 
Lo

ca
l G

ov
er

nm
en

t A
ct

 2
00

2 
(S

ee
 A

tta
ch

m
en

t C
). 

N
ot

e:
 

• 
Th

e 
nu

m
be

r o
f c

om
m

en
ts

 fo
r k

ey
 th

em
es

 m
ay

 n
ot

 e
qu

al
 th

e 
to

ta
l n

um
be

r o
f c

om
m

en
ts

 s
ta

te
d 

fo
r t

he
 p

ro
po

sa
l b

ec
au

se
 th

ey
 in

cl
ud

e 
ge

ne
ra

l 
co

m
m

en
ts

, e
xc

lu
de

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l a

nd
 n

on
-b

yl
aw

 re
la

te
d 

m
at

te
rs

 o
r r

ef
le

ct
 th

at
 s

om
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 m

ay
 a

ls
o 

in
cl

ud
e 

m
or

e 
th

an
 o

ne
 k

ey
 th

em
e.

  

• 
Pe

rc
en

ta
ge

s 
fo

r f
ee

db
ac

k 
re

sp
on

se
s 

m
ay

 n
ot

 e
qu

al
 o

ne
 h

un
dr

ed
 p

er
 c

en
t b

ec
au

se
 re

sp
on

se
s 

ot
he

r t
ha

n 
‘s

up
po

rt’
 o

r ‘
op

po
se

’ a
re

 e
xc

lu
de

d.
  

• 
Th

e 
nu

m
be

rs
 d

o 
no

t i
nc

lu
de

 th
e 

11
 fe

ed
ba

ck
 re

sp
on

se
s1  o

n 
lo

ca
l d

og
 a

cc
es

s 
ru

le
s 

in
 re

sp
on

se
 to

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 in

 a
 s

ep
ar

at
e 

pr
op

os
al

 a
bo

ut
 

ch
an

ge
s 

to
 th

e 
Po

lic
y 

an
d 

By
la

w
 o

n 
D

og
s 

of
 re

gi
on

al
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

ce
. H

ow
ev

er
, t

he
 th

em
es

 a
nd

 k
ey

 c
ha

ng
es

 s
ou

gh
t i

n 
th

at
 fe

ed
ba

ck
 a

re
 

re
fle

ct
ed

 in
 th

e 
de

lib
er

at
io

ns
 ta

bl
e.

 

      

 
1  F

ee
db

ac
k 

re
fe

re
nc

e 
nu

m
be

rs
 a

re
: 1

57
3,

 1
72

2,
 2

29
4,

 2
71

6,
 2

78
9,

 3
64

2,
 3

88
3,

 4
18

6,
 4

52
7,

 4
93

8,
 5

16
5.

 
 



Rodney Local Board Workshop 

23 April 2025   
 

 

Minute Attachments Page 12 
 

A
tt

a
c

h
m

e
n

t 
B

 
It

e
m

 3
 

  

D
R

A
FT

 

2 
 Pu

bl
ic

 F
ee

db
ac

k 
on

 m
ai

n 
pr

op
os

al
s 

Pu
bl

ic 
fe

ed
ba

ck
 o

n 
Pr

op
os

al 
1 -

 T
he

m
es

 
St

af
f c

om
m

en
t (

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

to
 as

sis
t d

eli
be

ra
tio

ns
) 

Ch
an

ge
 d

og
 ac

ce
ss

 ru
les

 at
 P

ar
ry

 K
au

ri 
Pa

rk
 

17
8 f

ee
db

ac
k r

es
po

ns
es

 fr
om

 su
rve

y a
nd

 em
ail

s: 
65

 su
pp

or
t (

37
 pe

r 
ce

nt)
, 1

05
 o

pp
os

e (
59

 p
er

 ce
nt

) a
nd

 64
 co

mm
en

ts.
 T

his
 in

clu
de

s 
fee

db
ac

k f
ro

m 
3 o

rg
an

isa
tio

ns
 (2

 in
 su

pp
or

t, 1
 op

po
se

d)
. 

 Ke
y t

he
m

es
 in

 su
pp

or
t (

23
): 

• 
Ma

jor
ity

 of
 pe

op
le 

in 
su

pp
or

t o
f th

e p
ro

po
sa

l s
aid

 it 
wo

ul
d 

he
lp

 
pr

ot
ec

t n
at

ive
 K

au
ri:

 
o

 
Th

e p
ro

po
se

d c
ha

ng
e w

ou
ld 

su
pp

or
t th

e p
ro

tec
tio

n o
f k

au
ri 

fro
m 

dis
ea

se
. K

au
ri d

ieb
ac

k n
ee

ds
 co

ns
ist

en
t m

itig
ati

on
 

pr
oto

co
ls 

in 
pla

ce
. 

o
 

Th
e p

ro
po

se
d c

ha
ng

e s
up

po
rts

 co
ns

er
va

tio
n g

oa
ls.

 A
ll s

en
sib

le 
ste

ps
 m

us
t b

e t
ak

en
 to

 pr
ev

en
t k

au
ri d

ieb
ac

k. 
o

 
Pa

rry
 K

au
ri P

ar
k i

s a
n i

mp
or

tan
t e

co
log

ica
l a

re
a a

nd
 sh

ou
ld 

no
t 

ha
ve

 do
gs

 of
f-le

as
h w

ho
 co

uld
 di

stu
rb

 na
tiv

e f
lor

a a
nd

 fa
un

a. 
• 

Ma
ny

 pe
op

le 
in 

su
pp

or
t o

f p
ro

po
sa

l a
re

 co
nc

er
ne

d w
ith

 ris
k c

au
se

d 
by

 ir
re

sp
on

sib
le 

do
g 

ow
ne

rs
hi

p:
 

o
 

Th
er

e i
s a

 la
ck

 of
 re

sp
ec

t o
f th

e c
ur

re
nt 

ru
les

 by
 so

me
 do

g 
ow

ne
rs.

 M
or

e e
nfo

rce
me

nt 
is 

ne
ed

ed
. 

o
 

Fo
re

st 
an

d B
ird

 – 
W

ar
kw

or
th 

Ar
ea

 B
ra

nc
h f

elt
 th

e e
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d c
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d t
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 d
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at
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ra
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ra
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