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Local Board Plan advocacy 
Our Environment 
Advocate to the Governing Body for: 

 Increased regional funding for the restoration of our beaches and to address the 
eƯects of climate change on our coastline due to climate change, sea level rise 
and severe weather including a Shoreline Adaptation Plan for the Howick Local 
Board 

 area. 
 Improvements on our local stormwater and wastewater infrastructure to 

minimise overflow events 
 Increased monitoring for illegal discharge into stormwater, our waterways and 

onto our beaches 
 New assets and facilities to be environmentally sustainable 
 Local landfill diversion facilities for south-east Auckland, such as a recovery 

centre and hazardous waste disposal 
Advocate to local schools to: 

 Make sustainability, environmental responsibility and waste management part of 
school values 

Our Community 
Advocate to the governing body to: 

 Build the community centre and library at Flat Bush / Ormiston and ensure it 
uses eco-friendly and environmentally sustainable building methods. 

Our Places 
Advocate to Auckland Transport for: 

 Retention of the Local Board Transport Capital Fund 
 feeder bus services or other innovative on demand services that will enable the 

community to access the existing bus / ferry networks 
 more bus services to serve all areas of the local board, but particularly the fast-

growing areas of Flat Bush and Ormiston 
 provision of more ferry and train services 

Advocate to the governing body to: 
 Ensure adequate infrastructure is in place before approving housing 

intensification 
 Retain the Local Board Transport Capital Fund 

Our Economy 
Advocate to the Governing Body for: 

 Changes to the Procurement policy to allow greater use of smaller, local 
businesses. 

Advocate to Auckland Transport for: 
 Improvement in freight and commuter connectivity for business communities 
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Q1 What is your opinion on our proposed annual plan? 

I strongly oppose the proposed house rate increase. Many households are already struggling with 
the rising cost of living, and additional financial burdens will only make things worse. Instead of 
increasing rates, the council should focus on cost-saving measures and more efficient budget 
management. 
waste money 
The valuation of the house has dropped, so why should the property tax be increased instead of 
being reduced? The property tax of houses used for commercial activities (shops, rental houses, 
Air B&B, etc.) can be increased, but the property tax of self-occupied houses should be reduced. 
Council need to fire people with high salary and save for aucklanders. 
Agree that AC needs money but do not agree rates on residents is the way to go as Rates on 
residential are already high. Prefer if alternative sources of income were found such as regional 
fuel tax reinstatement, time of use charges for vehicles, toll considerations, sponsorship from local 
companies to support and maintain local areas such as Irelands model 
Now that housing prices are falling, the economy is slowing down, and people's income is 
shrinking, it is very unreasonable to increase land taxes. Land taxes should be reduced. So I do not 
agree to increase land taxes. Increasing fiscal revenue should be achieved by developing the 
economy. 
I do not support the construction of Rā Hihi 
(flyover).  
Good balance of focus in different but important areas. Get the bed tax implemented.  
I am not affordable to pay the council rate  
on the right track for what we need. 
An MRT / subway train system should be built instead of continuously expanding bus routes—who 
even takes the bus? 
Stop wasting your spending and we won't need rate increases that residents can't afford. 
It us exprndive abd you need ti ask gov fir money not citizens it is noy acceptable and wrong order 
l know you do what you want dupportrd by gov on expe ses of strugglong rrsidents wuth cost og 
living 
We pay rates etc but our kids from the developed Murphys bush development has no walkway to 
schools and have to walk on the road with vehicles. Instead of wasting money, build walkways in 
newly developed areas like ours which was built 2 years ago but still lacks public transport and 
walkways linking us to schools.  
Do not increase rates, slash all climate initiatives and other woke wasatefull spending  
Rates can't keep rising steeply for people trying to pay a mortgage 
Rate increase high for most homeowners  
A smaller increase in rates will be better, focused on core services 
Because i started to feel that my dream in life is just to be able to pay for the rates and other bills 
It is unreasonable to increase property taxes when CV prices are inflated. 
My concern is the sheer number of multibuilds, often 3 stories high. 
These new builds are on sections that catered for 1 family home. 
 
The infrastruture: water, wastewater, electricity, drainage, parking, roading...was not designed for 
such intensification. 

Auckland is having a deep recession now and not much growth is forcasted in the next few years. 
Most of us are suffering and we cannot afford to have rate increase of 5.8%, in fact, we hope to 
have a rate cut instead. Please note that inflation is now about 3%, why the proposed rate 
increase is higher? 
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It is my opinion. 
Believe the direction indicated is more or less in line with the needs I see in my community  
Your rates (taxes) are a total rip off already as it is. It appears just to be profiting managers and 
Ceo at the top - that are already paid way too much.  How about they have a re-adjustment of 
their wages for a drastic decrease and the amount saved can easily provide for the increase that 
you intend to do. 
Rates are a main issue that the average home owner is having problems paying 
Stop spending our money, decrease rates costs 
It appears on face value to be a sensible plan. 
We support the local boards being equally funded, but not sure we need to fund or promote 
Auckland and we definitely don't need a rate increase when the cost of living is already so difficult 
for most people and the increase won't go to improving or providing more facilities but rather the 
salaries that are already higher than most private sectors. 
Only do the absolute necessary to keep rates under control 
Auckland needs to grow its infrastructure to maintain standard of living but waste needs to be 
minimized.  
if depends on cost and methods  
transport is important - but do not focus on public transport - roads are key - until there is a train 
to the airport, and the shore our public transport is not fit for purpose - make it easy for people to 
drive, park and move on. 
This proposed increase of the rates doesn't take into account the critical financial situation for 
most of the families at this point of time 
Rates shouldn’t rise when house value hasn’t risen  
Water bill is too high  
Council is wasting rate payers money 
Council continues to spend to much money on non issues and non critical priorities. 
The rates rise is unfair. People are already struggling out there and an increase in rates makes no 
sense. Find a way using the existing amounts.  
We need to get back to focussing on core functions particularly in these times of poor economic 
performance. 
Happy for you to improve amenities and upgrade  water to make Auckland a more attractive place 
to visit.  A city we can be proud of. 
The council should give a year break and save unnecessary costs. 
For now all is well! 
Only support water  
Some things I don’t understand  
Transport and water are definitely key areas that need development in Auckland with the growth 
of population  
Bus drivers continue to provide free rides to people who don't pay. Why should I pay if I can get 
on the bus without paying? 
putting in more funds for Transport is a no no - build wider roads or connecting bridges.  
what is "Fairer funding for local communities" it should be one for all of Auckland. 
water - water rates keep increasing anyways. 
Overall it seems to be in line with what most people want 
Seems okay for the most part 
I support transport and water but would like to see safety instead of fairer funding. Being able to 
enjoy our city is important and we need to feel safe on public transport and in parks and public 
spaces 
Largely unaffected and won't see the benefit but will incur significant rates increase. 
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We waste too much money on bus lanes and cycle ways that only get used a little. 
Rate rise is too high and I dont feel like the services the council offers are of good value. I also 
dont support the investment in public transportation, cycle lanes, bus lanes are working. Reducing 
debt is good.  
What is the basis for 5.8% rate increase? while on the other hand, housing price is dropping, 
mortgage is high, What is the priority for the people? I think it is to allow them to have some 
money to survey first, then to improve the city in terms of water, transport, etc. Furthermore, 
what is the long term plan for the rate? Say in 10 years, it will increase 60%?  
rate is already high. We hardly can afford food on the table considering the extra expenses, at the 
same time, there is no significant improvement. rubbish collection is a mess with all the rubbish 
bins left in the middle of the street. the number of the waste bins in public is reducing, grass 
trimming of the public places are left to the time grass at knee high. This is a disgrace. 
I agree with all the ideas put forward.  
Still not enough focus on core Council infrastructure. 
Rates increases too high. Rates need to be going down not up. To much unnecessary spending. 
Spending should be on core activities 
needs emphasis on high priority for rail improvement 
more wasted money as usual. 
Wages do not go up by ~7%, but everything else does.  We pay for food scraps removal but have 
no need for it, still have our bin unused with its free starter kit, few people in our street use it 
(Pakuranga), but everyone has to pay even though we have not put food scraps in the rubbish bins 
for over 13 years.  For 24 years we've lived on the bus route direct to work, but the 7km trip takes 
40 minutes so I'd rather take my car.  With many rates, I'd prefer it switched to user pays. 
Good to see the plan focuses on the priority issues while being pragmatic. Some of the initiatives 
on the plan though, like meeting climate commitments, I feel are too detached from the 
immediate problems the city is facing and I would rather see the effort being put on more drastic 
measures on the pressing matters like speeding up transport projects. 
Don't want more rates increases 
I think it would be better to use public transportation due to the weight of the tank. Also, I hope 
the water doesn't smell like rust. 
cost 
Too loose on what is going to happen 
I am of 2 minds because I am not sure that it will help reduce people's rates which are becoming 
crippling for all of us ordinary people and whatever opinion we have on specific matters will 
undoubtedly not change that. Let's try anyway. 
Providing infrastructure is important.  But i can't see anything in the plan for improving access and 
support for disabled people and their families, primarily through the way council delivers services 
including the three priorities transport water and fairer funding. Seems light on data e.g. Where 
do most disabled people live in Auckland? 
Most of the plan is common sense, I don't support the use of rate payer moneys to support the  
Invest $16 million into Māori  
outcomes including the  
ongoing Marae Infrastructure  
Programme, and grants to  
improve the capacity of mana  
whenua. This seems to be a race based program that has nothing to do with any other race except 
Maori. This seems to be a significant amount of money invested in one race 
We need to cut spending on non core council roles, like movies in the parks etc. 
Seems to make sense and all spends are needed. 
Keepitgoing 
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Transport is a a disaster. Abolish AT 
We need to get things moving  
It goes directly where we needed most 
I think overall Auckland Council is doing a reasonable job given the financial challenges and 
internal challenges it faces. 
Shade sails for playgrounds please… melanoma and skin cancer rates are too high. They are an 
investment in future health savings.  
CCO reforms and not funding events without a 'bed tax' or equivalent method of generating 
revenue from these events are good and local board funding changes are bad. Lots of things 
identified in the budget are wasteful spending outside the remit of the council. 
Bus frequency need to be reduced off peak hours. We should not have empty buses on the road 
causing pollution and jam. Why not bus use similar tech as Uber. We should optimise this service. I 
dont use it because it’s not reliable. 
Inflation is very high we can not bear more, please give us some relaxation 
Overall it is seen as a justified plan and we can always wish for money to do more but tough 
choices need to be made and i believe it has been made for the better. 
Majority of the plans I will support towards the development towards- but very slow  
I support only the public transport because I believe that we are far behind many other nations in 
public transport. 
I support most but disagree with special grants to mana whenua to engage in councils decision 
making process. All races of people should have "equal" rights in decision making. 
It sets out the priorities right. 
The proposed annual plan addresses majoirty of the issues young adults and older adults face.  
RATES: 
Should not be on the value of the property but on the income of the people living in that property; 
As out population gets older & older people who have lived in there homes for many years now 
are forced out of there homes or struggle to pay rates. 
When they purchased there home it was about 3 times the value there annual income  
now it could 15/20 time there income, Rates now become more unaffordable. 
Kevin. 
I do not support the fairer funding model. It does not propose an equitable distribution of funding 
as it does not reflect the needs of our communities, leaving some local boards with the highest 
deprivation with the same level of funding they've had for years, while others (i.e. Rodney) will 
receive more funding than they can spend with the current resourcing. 
Because transportation infrastructure is the most important... 
I think maintenance is absolutely necessary because if we just use the original facilities, they will 
become old and inconvenient. 
Would prefer not to have another increase in rates, it is not our fault that Auckland council 
decides to build 4 houses on one plot.  These costs for extra water and sewage pipes should be on 
the developer. 
Transport is ********** now. Trains aren't ever on time. Buses too. Chucking more money in to 
something that needs a complete overhaul in looking at what senior management are doing. 
On time targets are rubbish when trains are cancelled. 
 
Water quality is **********. I'm using filters. Why does it smell like pure chlorine coming out the 
tap? I shouldn't have to pay more for water im using im only using it for my car washing, gardens 
and self use. A family with 6 kids living is going to use more water than I am. Why am I penalised. 
Everyone needs a free tank to collect rainwater.  
 
Local communities can self fund. 
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I think it will improve the convenience of residents' lives. 
I think the whole plan is really good and addresses the needs of a growing Auckland. If I was to 
add anything else, I would add a tiny bit of cycleway funding and more funding to intercity rail (Te 
Huia), the latter benefiting both Auckland and the Waikato. 
Transport is 100% a must. As a Uni student living with family in East Auckland, the bus way 
completion will make life so much better. I also feel like the blanket speed limit reductions being 
reverted is amazing. Good to see emphasis on pushing more events and such too 
No more increases !  
Rates are already incredibly high and becoming unaffordable for a lot of people and so much 
money is already wasted .AT is especially wasteful and have the projects especially out east are 
unlikely to help with easing transport congestion and have cost an exorbitant amount of 
money.Wages have not gone up or pensions and people are being totally squeezed  
We need to grow however as my house is worth 3million why does my rates always seem to 
increase by $500 per year. I have been here for 2 years, am 70years and on a pension but house is 
under a trust to protect my asset and it ius getting harder to stay here. Its not fair. Why isnt there 
an individual users tax fro people over 21 regardless of ownership. WE use everything,, well most 
do.  
I do not support the Auckland Council Annual Plan, as I do not see meaningful progress on 
strategic priorities or genuine cost reductions across the council. 
 
Firstly, Watercare’s decision to seek a Māori board member specifically for negotiations over 
Waikato River water raises concerns about whether appointments are being made based on 
strategic expertise or other considerations. Effective negotiations should prioritize securing long-
term water supply solutions for Auckland, regardless of a board member’s background. 
 
Secondly, Auckland Transport’s hiring practices appear inconsistent. The continued employment 
of a secretary on a $110K salary—despite having only a high school qualification and a year of 
training—raises questions about fair pay and merit-based hiring. Meanwhile, new applicants for 
the same role are required to hold a minimum of a Bachelor of Laws degree. This contradiction 
suggests inefficiencies in workforce management and hiring policies. 
 
Overall, the council’s approach does not reflect a genuine effort to reduce costs or improve 
strategic outcomes. Instead, it appears to be more about maintaining the status quo under the 
guise of efficiency. For these reasons, I cannot support the plan. 
Sounds great 
Prioritising investment in transport ...not sure what council exactly means here, but if it relates to 
buses.  Most of the time  buses are nearly 3/4 empty, Therefore not sure why so many buses are 
on the road. Maybe having mini buses with 20-25 seater or even providing school busses, perhaps 
will be beneficial;  as I have seen students waiting at the bus stops to catch bus.  
While I support the annual plan in terms of infrastructure, etc the rates rise doesn't sit well with 
me. Constant increases of all costs in this city/country are making things unattainable 
You are killing the home owners  - stick to core business. Watercare has received many tax payers 
dollars to sort their issues. No more.  
You are adding to inflation when you should be focusing on efficiency and minimizing waste until 
the economy recovers to 2% growth 
Rates increasing is the laziest way to achieve anything. 
I support the Council's commitment to eliminating wasteful spending and focus on spending 
across capital projects. Fiscal responsibility is crucial for ensuring that ratepayer funds are used 
effectively, delivering both short-term savings and long-term structural reforms. I advocate for 
strategic investment that not only enhances economic development but also strengthens 
community well-being. 
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None of you councillors are any good..Your only  feeding the Rich nothing else.. that's why. 
Get more focus on the basics a city should do well. I don't want Auckland city attracting major 
events, that is what private companies do. Just provide the means for private events to happen. 
Would like to see Council do its core business well.  
Do not support rate increase as people are already struggling to meet their needs in their daily 
lives  
We need to invest in the right infrastructure to grow 
Auckland Council is top heavy and needs a total revamp, and also needs to stop hiring consultants 
for everything.  If you don't have the skill set then you shouldn't have the job. 
The beachlands hall is a hub for many community events especially a community funded luch 
which is very well supported 
It is a vital part of the community  
Auckland Transport should have more buses and transport options. However, I don't agree with 
the 5.8% increase in rates as the current rates are already very high. 
I believe and align my values with most of the points but I would say that the decently priced 
transport system could be argued as subjective as prices have increased recently even with 
weekend price cuts, public transport isn't something I would call as "cheap" 
Auckland is an extremely busy city, transport is significant to the efficient running of businesses so 
ensuring the betterment of it is always going to be a plus. Water is always a good investment to 
ensure good health for all. Fairer funding for local communities is important so all needs are met 
of everyone. 
Do a time and motion study on all workers who work. Certainly not all of them. 7 people to bring a 
trailer of gravel in. What the f  k  
Then put speed bumps that causes houses to shake.  
Stop funding small groups and special interest issues.  
Just get the basics right and reduce overhead costs.  
Transport and clean parks/mowed verges/dead under growth in reserve areas. Stop the wee 
green bin collection. Let people do their own composting or use red bin.  
There is not enough detail about waterfront development in the central city and ports area.  I 
support waterfront development. I do not support the building of a sports stadium in the 
waterfront area.  The waterfront area is a taonga and needs to be open to the public and enhance 
views of the water at all times.  A sports stadium closes off the waterfront to the public and 
destroys the views of the water. 
There is not enough detail in the plan about protecting the "view shafts" to Auckland's volcanic 
cones.  Central Government (Chris Bishop) recently made comments about reviewing view shaft 
rules to unlock development.  I disagree.  Auckland's volcanic cones are unique, and I do not want 
the rules relaxed so that multi-story buildings can block the views of the cones.  
Lack of clarity on how they actually propose to improve/how do they intend to use the increased 
investment to better those aspects. 
The proposed improvements seem reasonable, however they lack details and financial outcomes 
should be specified in more detail, especially considering the high likelihood of cost overruns. 
I don't support so many nice to have projects when our infrastructure is falling apart. 
Stop spending so much on public transport when it  doesn't go anywhere useful except central 
city. 
Impossible to get from most places without 3 plus buses or trains that don't run! 
Fix what you've already got! 
Wasting money on un necessary projects.    Stop bumps in roads. Stop cycle lanes.Stop all the 
empty buses using large coaches, get small buses for local rides. 
Stop all the red cones everywhere when no work is being done,what a waste of money and 
holdups. Cut back on events until times are better. 
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we need this, we need to improve our infrastructure now or we will have to deal with the issue 
again in the future 
Rates should be only increasing to 2-3% only. 
There should be a boost to road maintenance funding 
It's all obvious stuff that needs to be done. 
Although I support the growth in public transport, not all can use it (vehicles needed for work). 
Although I support recycling food scraps, some have their own compost bins. These fees and 
increases to our rates are outrageous and contributing to bills that people and myself are 
struggling to pay for. 
Auckland has a serious problem with public transport, however we must be aware that this is a 
problem that takes TIME to fix. I also believe in celebrating Auckland's rich diversity through 
accessible and  inclusive cultural events.  
Waste tax payer money  
Households are already struggling you should be reducing the rates!! 
Too much tax spend. Current rate is high enough 
I never like a rate increase. 
It is very difficult to determine the implications of the Annual Plan - Auckland Council has become 
so enormous that the plan is just too complicated for a "lay person" to understand and comment 
on. 
But knowing that Wayne Brown supports it, I have some confidence that the plan will reduce 
spending on "nice to haves" and concentrate on essentials - such as rubbish collection, transport, 
water, the natural environment, development control, parks, libraries and public swimming pools. 
Even if our GDP grew by 0.3 percent last quarter, most of the people in Auckland have yet to 
recover from this recession. Therefore to ease the burden Operating Expenditure should be kept 
the same, however Capital Investment should be scaled back to bare minimum required with only 
projects that are critical given the go ahead. Such as Water / Waste Water Treatment Plants, The 
Central Interceptor and Seismic Retrofits. Until we are clear of the recession and the people of 
Auckland being able to afford rates increases. 
While I agree that the infrastructure needs massive improvement and important projects need to 
be completed, I do NOT support growth. This is fundamentally going to destroy New Zealand. You 
need to find a way for us to flourish with the number of people we have here now.  
I think there is some good stuff in there, but I believe there are some improvements that could be 
made to some of the transport priorities.  
There should be focus on helping Families with the recession and increased inflation. 
IS THE GOVERNMENT SUPER GOING UP 5.8% ? 
Rates increase is very difficult on already struggling families 
Safety issues should also be prioritised in the annual plan 
Too much being spent on funding special interest groups and not essential services 
Manage your current debt issues first without the vanity projects and "funding communities" you 
are a council for core services, not a social club 
They are reasonable.  
I want to see significant improvements to our public transport infrastructure. 
Yes, public transport and bus routes really need more public engagement. In growing areas in 
Maraetai please consider bus stop at a vital centre where kids go for sports Te Puru. Also agree on 
the focus for delivering differently. Some of your community spaces sit empty and could be more 
utilised or just closed! Do you really need separate buildings for separate services? The place you 
have in Glen Innes, why can’t that be the library too? It’s only open and used on some days with 
little visitors yet library used everyday with a range of visitors! I’ve seen Papakura a tiny gallery, 
why can’t that be combined with another community service or place and save us the the costs! 
What about Mangere, I’ve loved watching a few performances at Mangere Arts Centre but some 
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locals say it sits dead most of the week, so why couldn’t the library be added into this facility and 
make it a real asset for the community especially for the youth who could do with more reading if 
access to books were more visible! Be more strategic with how you are targeting the youth! And 
what about that gallery space in Otara, a waste of space really Ive only ever seen it with staff! I am 
not discrediting or disregarding for artists, I am surrounded by family of artists but have seen 
them work in different community settings to talk art and show art and most important they need 
exposure and from what I’ve seen I will have to work really hard myself to promote any work in a 
gallery setting.  Artists should be able to take the space and create from so Why couldn’t an artist 
do that in your library space or other well used spaces or centres where I would get more 
exposure? It is likely because they haven’t really been asked to. Your gallery space only seems 
open to a niche audience but art is for everyone! Can’t you combine these services and save our 
public money on asset maintenance and wont you reduce overhead by combining these types of 
community services? Redirect some of those funds to pay for more local art in your busy centres. 
Auckland Council is wasting rate money. All council organisations should have their funding cut by 
20%/year. This would help them determine what is essential. Rubbish collections should be only 
every two weeks. My family of four put out one nearly full rubblish bag every six weeks. I 
definitely do not support increased spending on the 14 ancestral mountains, increased services to 
isolated communities like Awhitu, Orere, Glenbrook Beach Beachlands and Kawakawa. If they 
want to own their expensive lifestyle block, they can make the trip to librairies etc. 
We need certainty going forward in a positive way. 
I'm 10 - i just want pandas 
The council needs to be financially responsible. 
Public transport and active modes are a key priority to reducing congestion on roads and reducing 
reliance on cars for travel, which have many negative social, environmental and economical 
impacts.  
Good they looking at the road issues 
Continuously having above inflation increases is not acceptable. The council needs to find ways to 
manage its spending appropriately just like any business does and not just keep going back to 
ratepayers with increases. The council should not have a blank cheque. I am tired of of the scare 
tactics of extremely high threatened increases to then get advices that the increase is say 6% and 
then people think “ well at least that is not as bad as it could have been”. The council needs to 
limit increases by inflation and find ways to achieve that. 
Very much in support of gathering funds to strengthen our key infrastructure, especially water, 
transport and environment. The bed tax seems to be a reasonable solution.  
Need to start somewhere oppose to reinventing the wheel, do better with what works! 
While the 3 priorities are sound, i believe investment is also sorely needed in revamping the CBD 
as most centrally based employers are now mandating a return to office. Public transport as it is 
now will not be able to meet the demand. Please revisit the decommissioning of Downtown 
carpark, for example.  
All seems very sensible. Lots of investment into transport and water which I am in favour of. Like 
the environmental initiatives also. 
Auckland City has a need to supply Auckland including the wider community with basic needs that 
councils are task to do . Most of these functions are performed to the required standard. 
Funding must be inclusive of ALL ages in the local community.  The number of older  people is 
increasing and most are still productive members of society - paid and unpaid.   
all i read is rate increase becoz of this and that. why not focus of lowering the rate like the food 
waste which some of us dont use and we can get less paying the rate. 
how about the silly bus lane, why not use that fund to modernise out rail create a LRT or MRT. 
even 3rd word country can do this why not akl 
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Mixed feelings on some. However, I believe, there are better ways of putting this proposal 
together. Too much reading and unnecessary information. 
i support water getting fixed and would like to see transport mean public transport as I'm sick of 
driving everywhere without a viable or at least as good a way to get around. and by fairer 
community, id hope its equitable as our poorest communities need more support than say an 
affluent area.  
I am writing to provide feedback on the Auckland Council Long-term Plan 2024-2034, with a focus 
on ensuring fiscal responsibility and prioritising essential services over non-essential spending. 
Below are my recommendations for the Council’s funding allocations over the next decade: 
 
Cease Non-Essential Funding 
I urge the Council to stop allocating funds to projects and activities that do not deliver clear, 
measurable benefits to ratepayers or that result in financial losses. Specifically: 
Halt spending on murals, art installations, events, or activities that operate at a loss. These 
initiatives do not justify the use of public funds when core infrastructure and services require 
attention. 
Discontinue funding for co-governance arrangements and the widespread integration of the 
Māori language across all Council activities, documents, and signage. While cultural recognition 
has value, these expenditures are not essential and should not be prioritised over critical 
infrastructure needs. 
Reassess Infrastructure Priorities 
Widening Footpaths: I recommend discontinuing plans to widen footpaths unless there is a 
demonstrated safety or accessibility need supported by data. Existing footpaths should be 
maintained efficiently rather than expanded unnecessarily. 
Additional Speed Bumps: I oppose funding for additional speed bumps unless they are proven to 
address specific, high-risk safety issues. Traffic calming measures should be evidence-based, not 
applied indiscriminately. 
Rainbow Paint on Roads: I strongly request that no funds be allocated to painting roads with 
rainbow colours or similar decorative schemes. This expenditure offers no practical benefit to 
road users and diverts resources from critical maintenance. 
Unused Bike Lanes: I propose an immediate cessation of all spending on bike lanes that remain 
underutilised. Investments in cycling infrastructure must be justified by usage data, and funds 
should be redirected to higher-priority transport needs until such evidence exists. 
Reduce Operational Costs 
Staff Reduction: I advocate for a serious reduction in Council staff numbers to streamline 
operations and reduce overheads. Savings from this measure should be redirected to essential 
services or returned to ratepayers through rates relief. 
Traffic Management Savings: I encourage the Council to identify and implement significant savings 
in traffic management processes. Current approaches appear overly costly and inefficient, and I 
request a review to eliminate wasteful practices while maintaining safety. 
Focus on Fiscal Responsibility 
The Council must prioritise maintaining existing infrastructure—such as roads, water systems, and 
public transport—over discretionary projects. Ratepayers expect value for money, and I believe 
the above measures, including the cessation of funding for co-governance and extensive Māori 
language use, will help achieve this by eliminating unnecessary expenditure and ensuring funds 
are directed where they are most needed. 
This needs re examining, the rates increase is too high. 
You can’t keep screwing the home owners for things they don’t use. It’s one thing to cut finding to 
some things to finance others but to keep putting rates up when people are struggling is not what 
this council should be about. Cut all unnecessary things and nice tobhave and fund only urgently 
needs.  
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I like what the plan is, it seems like we have a long term goal in place and steps laid out regarding 
how we get there. I'm glad parks and public spaces were mentioned as I think they are very 
important. I also support the upgrading of our water network and I hope that includes our storm 
water resilience as flooding has become more common. I also want to commend the road 
maintenance as I have seen major improvements in the last couple of years. I have seen it talked 
about but I didnt see it in this document but there was another rail line proposed to connect the 
southern and western lines together which I would love to see happen.  
Outcomes for Māori engagement from the Rodney Local Board with mana whenua is clear in the 
LTP 2024-2034 i.e. Kia ora Tāmaki Makaurau framework along with some examples of what this 
may look like (pg 164).  However meaningful engagement with Rodney Local Board (RLB) with Te 
Uri o Hau is still unresolved after the loss of whenua in Te Arai.  Overall, we support the proposed 
annual plan and seeking a better connection with RLB on aligned aspirations. 
Need better roads n more money in communities 
All looks good. 
Keep speedway at Western Springs  
Rates increases should be kept to inflation 
Get back to basics 
I want to see more being done to get our cars moving across the city I also dont want to see our 
Rates being wasted on pet projects of any type.  
More debt, needs to have a plan to pay it off. Otherwise, as long as the debt ratio is not too high. 
We support the plan overall.  
 
There was room for improvement however in the overall communication process. 
We didn't fully understand how this plan worked exactly for our community. 
We felt that we needed better timeframes between presentation to our people and the 
submission process. 
Take our case for example, the presentation for our community was all in palagi and really only  
the young ones in our community had the capacity to understand and ask questions or give 
feedback. 
 
How exactly had council identified what the needs of the Tokelau community prior to the 
formation 
of the plan / budget? This would have been good to see when council presented to us as it would 
have  
demonstrated that we had been given prior consideration. 
 
If we can propose that all of our documentation is in the Tokelau language so that it is able to be 
understood by everyone reading it. 
Auckland would be so much better if there were less traffic jams. More people being happy and 
using the public transport network would help heaps. 
 
It's an absolutely miserable time when cities flood, and it can happen just because there's not 
enough drainage. The money spent here will be well worth any disruption and damage to 
property if a flash flood happens or freak rain causes a flood. 
 
Sports, libraries, parks, make Auckland an actually nice place to live in. I wouldn't want to go to 
any of these if they weren't well managed, if there was litter all around and the premises 
vandalised and left in a poor condition, or outright dangerous. 
so much money has already been spent in transport, do we need to pour more into it? Is there 
any value from our investment in transport? 
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