
 

 

   
 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
 

OPEN MINUTES 
 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board held in the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board Office, 1 - 7 The Strand, Takapuna on Tuesday, 29 April 2025 at 10.07am. 

 

TE HUNGA KUA TAE MAI | PRESENT 
 
Chairperson Melissa Powell  
Deputy Chairperson Terence Harpur  
Members Peter Allen  
 Gavin Busch  
 George Wood, CNZM  

 

TE HUNGA KĀORE I TAE MAI | ABSENT 
 
    

 

TE HUNGA ĀPITI KUA TAE MAI | ALSO PRESENT 
 
    
    
    

 

HE HUNGA ATU ANŌ I TAE MAI | IN ATTENDANCE 
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1 Nau mai | Welcome 
 

The meeting was opened with a karakia.  
  
Whakataka te hau ki te uru  
Whakataka te hau ki te tonga 
Kia mākinakina ki uta   
Kia mātaratara ki tai           
E hī ake ana te atakura     
He tio   
He huka   
He hau hū    
Tīhei mauri ora 

Cease o winds from the west 
Cease o winds from the south 
Bring calm breezes over the land 
Bring calm breezes over the sea 
And let the red-tipped dawn come 
With a touch of frost 
A sharpened air 
And promise of a glorious day. 

 
 
2 Ngā Tamōtanga | Apologies 
 

There were no apologies. 

 
 
 
3 Te Whakapuaki i te Whai Pānga | Declaration of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest.  
 
 
4 Te Whakaū i ngā Āmiki | Confirmation of Minutes 
 

Resolution number DT/2025/72 

MOVED by Member M Powell, seconded by Member P Allen:   

That the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board: 

a) whakaū / confirm the ordinary minutes of its meeting, held on Tuesday, 15 April 
2025, as a true and correct record. 

 
CARRIED 

 
 
5 He Tamōtanga Motuhake | Leave of Absence  
 

There were no leaves of absence. 
 
 
6 Te Mihi | Acknowledgements 
 

There were no acknowledgements.  
 
 
7 Ngā Petihana | Petitions 
 

There were no petitions.  
 
 
8 Ngā Tono Whakaaturanga | Deputations 
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There were no deputations.  

 
 
9 Te Matapaki Tūmatanui  | Public Forum 
 
9.1 Andreas Macabuhay – Request for a public outdoor recreational volleyball net in 

Takapuna 

 Resolution number DT/2025/73 

MOVED by Member M Powell, seconded by Deputy Chairperson T Harpur:   

That the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board: 

a) whiwhi / receive the presentation from Andreas Macabuhay and thank them for 
their attendance  

 
CARRIED 

  
 
 
10 Ngā Pakihi Autaia | Extraordinary Business 
 

There was no extraordinary business.  
 
 
11 Annual Plan 2025-2026: local board consultation feedback and input 

 A document was tabled for this item. A copy has been placed on the official minutes and is 
available on the Auckland Council website as a minutes attachment.  

 Resolution number DT/2025/74 

MOVED by Member M Powell, seconded by Deputy Chairperson T Harpur:   

That the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board: 

a) whiwhi / receive consultation feedback on the proposed Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board priorities and activities for 2025/2026.  

b) whiwhi / receive consultation feedback on regional topics in the Annual Plan 
2025/2026 from people and organisations based in the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board area. 

c) tuku / provide the following input on regional topics in the proposed Annual 
Plan 2025/2026: 

i) tautoko / support the overall plan, noting that 76 per cent of individual 
submissions and 100 per cent of organisation submissions from the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area supported all or most of the 
proposal.  

ii) tautoko / support the proposed bed night visitor levy and request that a 
percentage of the revenue collected be used to facilitate events in local 
centres, not just the city centre. 

iii) tuhi tīpoka / note the key themes received from the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board submissions include concern for wasteful council spending, 
and a call for increased transparency, communication, and engagement. 

iv) tuhi tīpoka / note the significant number of comments received expressing 
frustration around the congestion on Lake Road and requesting urgent 
action. 
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d) Fairer Funding implementation – cost pressures 

i) tono / request a slower or different transition to fairer funding for local 
boards in relation to managing cost pressures for 2026/2027 noting that in 
order for local boards to fund future cost pressures we require support 
with fit for purpose and high-quality advice from staff which will unlikely 
be available for 2026/2027 discussions.  

ii) tuhi tīpoka / note that over 80 percent of our operational budget is spent 
on Full Facilities contract and pools and leisure for Devonport-Takapuna 
and the local board have no control over this.   

iii) reiterate the principle that no local board was supposed to go backwards 
or be worse off under fairer funding, which will happen if the current 
proposal for 2026/2027 proceeds 

iv) is of the view that local boards are being asked to do more without any 
additional funding and it is the share of funding that local boards get that 
needs addressing. 

v) tono / request accurate financial information on all the costs and revenues 
that are incurred for all services within the local board agreement, noting 
that currently we are not given detailed breakdowns on costs or cost 
increases on all lines within our budgets. 

vi) tono / request additional funding is allocated to local boards to meet any 
additional responsibilities allocated to that local board. e.g. maintenance 
of recently acquired category 3 properties.  

e) tuku / agree the key advocacy initiatives to the Governing Body, appended as 
Attachment A. 

f) tono / request that the key advocacy position on flood mitigation and storm 
water management in Wairau Valley is circulated to the local Northcote and 
North Shore MP and request their support for legislation change. 

 
CARRIED 

 Attachments 

A Attachment A - Board Priorities post Annual Plan Consultation  
 
 
12 Approval of the proposed concept design and additional funding for playground 

renewal at Knightsbridge Reserve, 60 Knightsbridge Drive, Forrest Hill. 

 Resolution number DT/2025/75 

MOVED by Member M Powell, seconded by Member G Wood:   

That the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board: 

a) whakaae / approve the proposed concept design for playground renewal at 
Knightsbridge Reserve as per attachment A of the agenda report and request 
staff to progress the project to detailed design and construction. 

b) whakaae / approve an additional $61,000.00 from the FY2025/2026 capex budget 
to be reallocated to the Knightsbridge Reserve playground renewals project. 

c)      tuhi tīpoka / note the local board direction to staff in March 2025 to deprioritise 
the proposed delivery of the disc golf and Paererea seating projects in the 
2025/2026 draft capex work programme, allowing savings to be redirected to the 
Knightsbridge Playground renewal project. 
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CARRIED 

 
 
 
13 Te Whakaaro ki ngā Take Pūtea e Autaia ana | Consideration of Extraordinary Items 
 

There was no consideration of extraordinary items.  
 
 
The meeting was closed with a karakia. 

 
 
Unuhia, unuhia Release, release 
unuhia ki te uru tapu nui release us from this sacred state 
kia wātea, kia māmā, te ngākau to clear and set free the heart 
te tinana, me te wairua i te ara takatū body and spirit so that we are prepared 
Koia rā e Rongo Let peace and humility 
whakairia ake ki runga be raised among us 
Kia tina! TINA!  and be made manifest (indeed!) 
Haumi e, hui e! TĀIKI E! Draw it together! Affirm! It is done! 

 
 
 
 
 

11.09 am The chairperson thanked members for their attendance 
and attention to business and declared the meeting 
closed. 
 
CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD 
AT A MEETING OF THE DEVONPORT-TAKAPUNA 
LOCAL BOARD HELD ON 
 
 
 
DATE:......................................................................... 
 
 
 
CHAIRPERSON:....................................................... 
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