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Whau Local Board
OPEN MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting of the Whau Local Board held in the Whau Local Board Office, 31 Totara
Avenue, New Lynn on Wednesday, 23 July 2025 at 1:00 pm.

TE HUNGA KUA TAE MAI | PRESENT

Chairperson Kay Thomas
Deputy Chairperson Fasitua Amosa
Members Ross Clow From 1.08pm Item 8.1

Catherine Farmer

Valeria Gascoigne

Sarah Paterson-Hamlin Until 2.36pm Item 14
Warren Piper

TE HUNGA KAORE | TAE MAI | ABSENT

TE HUNGA APITI KUA TAE MAI | ALSO PRESENT
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1

Nau mai | Welcome

Chairperson Kay Thomas opened the meeting with a karakia.

Nga Tamotanga | Apologies

There were no apologies.

Te Whakapuaki i te Whai Panga | Declaration of Interest

There were no declarations of interest. Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to
stand aside from decision making when a conflict arises between their role as a member
and any private or other external interest they might have.

Specifically, members are asked to identify any new interests that they have not previously
disclosed and any interest that might be considered as a conflict of interest with a matter on
the agenda.

The following are declared interests of elected members of the Whau Local Board:

Member Organisation Position
Kay Thomas New Lynn Citizens Advice Bureau Volunteer
Citizens Advice Bureau Deputy Chair

Waitakere Board

Literacy Waitakere Board Member

West Auckland Heritage Conference Committee Member

Whau Ethnic Collective Patron

Whau Wildlink Network Member
Fasitua Amosa Equity NZ Vice President

Massive Theatre Company Board Member

Avondale Business Association Family Member is Chair

Silo Theatre Trust Board Member
Ross Clow Portage Licensing Trust Trustee

Te Whau Coastal Walkway Patron

Environmental Trust

Bay Olympic Sports Club Life Member

Forest and Bird Society Member

Waitakere Ranges Protection Society | Member

New Lynn Heritage Protection Society | Member

Trust Community foundation Limited Trustee

Karekare Surf Lifesaving Club Member
Libraries Family Member is
Librarian
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Catherine Farmer Avondale-Waterview Historical Member
Society
Blockhouse Bay Historical Society Member
Blockhouse Bay Bowls Patron
Forest and Bird organisation Member
Grey Power Member
Avondale RSA Member
Sarah Paterson- Raukatauri Music Therapy Trust Employee
Hamlin
Warren Piper New Lynn RSA Associate Member
New Lynn Business Association Member
Valeria Gascoigne | Visionwest Employee
External Organisations Lead Alternate
The Avondale Business Association Kay Thomas Ross Clow
The Blockhouse Bay Business Warren Sarah Paterson-
Association Piper Hamlin
The New Lynn Business Association Warren Kay Thomas
Piper
The Rosebank Business Association Warren Fasitua Amosa
Piper
The Whau Coastal Walkway Ross Clow Sarah Paterson-
Environmental Trust Hamlin
4 Te Whakaii i nga Amiki | Confirmation of Minutes

Resolution number WH/2025/64
MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Deputy Chairperson F Amosa:
That the Whau Local Board:

a) whakai / confirm the minutes of its meeting, held on Wednesday, 25 June
2025, and the minutes of its extraordinary meeting, held on Wednesday, 16
July 2025, as true and correct.

CARRIED

5 He Tamo6tanga Motuhake | Leave of Absence

There were no leaves of absence.
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6 Te Mihi | Acknowledgements

There were no acknowledgements.

7 Nga Petihana | Petitions

There were no petitions.

8 Nga Tono Whakaaturanga | Deputations

8.1

Deputation: Avifauna values of the Avondale Racecourse sports fields
Resolution number WH/2025/65

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member C Farmer:

That the Whau Local Board:

a) whiwhi/receive the presentation and thank Trina Smith for her
attendance.

CARRIED

Attachments

A 23 July 2025, Whau Local Board Item 8.1 Deputation: City Roosts: Preliminary
survey of Avondale racecourse in Auckland’s shorebird habitat network,
Presentation

Note: Member R Clow entered the meeting at 1.08pm.

8.2

8.3

Deputation: Pan African Community Centre (PACC): Equity, Inclusion, and
Funding Support in the Whau Local Board Area

Resolution number WH/2025/66
MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member C Farmer:
That the Whau Local Board:

a) whiwhi/receive the presentation and thank Ketina Chivasa for her
attendance.

CARRIED

Attachments

A 23 July 2025, Whau Local Board Item 8.2 Deputation: NZPABCT & Whau Local
Board - Unlocking Opportunities for Deeper Impact, Presentation

Deputation: Homelessness and Homeless Outreach in the New Lynn area
Resolution number WH/2025/67

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member R Clow:

That the Whau Local Board:

a) whiwhi/receive the presentation and thank Jeremy Nicholls and Judy
Mataia for their attendance.

CARRIED
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10

11

12

13

Te Matapaki Tumatanui | Public Forum
There was no public forum.

Nga Pakihi Autaia | Extraordinary Business
There was no extraordinary business.

Whau Ward Councillor's update

Resolution number WH/2025/68

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member R Clow:
That the Whau Local Board:

a) whiwhi / receive the report and thank Whau Ward Councillor Kerrin Leoni, for
her update.

CARRIED

Addition to the 2022-2025 Whau Local Board meeting schedule

Resolution number WH/2025/69

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Deputy Chairperson F Amosa:
That the Whau Local Board:

a) whakaae / approve the addition of an ordinary meeting date to the 2022-2025
Whau Local Board meeting schedule to accommodate a decision report on the
Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Deed of Acknowledgement to be incorporated
as input into the Policy and Planning Committee decision on 14 August 2025:

i) Wednesday, 6 August 2025 at 1.00pm, Whau Local Board Office, 31 Totara
Avenue, New Lynn.

CARRIED

Western Line Level Crossing Removals — Programme Overview and Priorities
Resolution number WH/2025/70

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member W Piper:

That the Whau Local Board:

a) whakahei /welcome this opportunity to give feedback on the Western Line
Crossings Removal Programme.

b) tuhi tipoka / note its disappointment that the railway line west of Baldwin
Avenue will not have level crossings replaced with less disruptive alternatives
in the near future.

c) tuhitipoka/ note that there are five level crossings in the Whau local board
area, resulting in considerable traffic disruption and less efficient rail journeys
and that the crossings in the Whau local board area will reduce the number of
trains per hour that our residents would potentially benefit from with the
implementation of the City Rail Link.

d) further note that four of these crossings are on heavily used roads and / or in
areas undergoing significant intensification.
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e) tono/request that alternative options for the crossings in St Jude Street, St
Georges Road, Portage Road and Fruitvale Road be accelerated, noting that
closing roads around these crossings would have an unacceptable impact on
traffic movement especially around our town centres.

f) tuhi tipoka / note that it is proposed that the Chalmers Street crossing will be
closed in future.

CARRIED

Note: Member Paterson-Hamlin left the meeting at 2.36pm.

14

St Georges Road Raised Zebra Crossing project - Local Board Transport Capital

Fund

MOVED by Member C Farmer, seconded by Member R Clow:

That the Whau Local Board:

a) tono/request Auckland Transport to proceed to construction of an at-grade zebra
crossing on St Georges Road, rather than the proposed Raised Zebra Crossing 2022-
2025 transport capital fund project.

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Deputy Chairperson F Amosa:

Chairperson K Thomas moved an amendment to the original motion as follows:

a) tono/request Auckland Transport to proceed to construction of the St Georges Road
Raised Zebra Crossing 2022-2025 transport capital fund project (Attachment A).

The amendment was put to the vote by a show of hands and was declared CARRIED by 3
votes to 2.

Pursuant to Standing Order 1.9.7, Member R Clow abstained from voting, and asked that
his abstention from voting be recorded.

The substantive motion was put.

Resolution number WH/2025/71

That the Whau Local Board:

a) tono/request Auckland Transport to proceed to construction of the St Georges
Road Raised Zebra Crossing 2022-2025 transport capital fund project

(Attachment A).
A division was called for, voting on which was as follows:
For Against Abstained
Deputy Chairperson F Member C Farmer Member R Clow
Amosa Member W Piper

Member V Gascoigne
Chairperson K Thomas

The motion was declared CARRIED by 3 votes to 2.
CARRIED
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16

Kokiri Agreement 2025/2026 (local board transport agreement)
Resolution number WH/2025/72

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member W Piper:
That the Whau Local Board:

a) ohia/endorse the levels of engagement established by Auckland Transport in
the Whau Local Board Kokiri Agreement 2025/2026 in Attachement A, but
request the following projects be added:

Collaborate: Te Whau Pathway Wingate Street to Rizal Reserve project

Consult: Pedestrian improvements on Links Road / Astley Avenue
roundabout.

b) tuhi tipoka / note that Auckland Transport’s forward work programme brief as
appended in Attachment B to the agenda report was received and considered
by the local board prior to making decisions on the proposed levels of
engagement outlined in the Kokiri Agreement 2025/2026.

c) whiwhi/ receive the July 2025 quarterly update on the Kokiri / Local Board
Transport Agreement 2024/2025 in Attachment D.

CARRIED

Whau Local Board feedback on 'Let's Protect Our Environment' early public
consultation, to inform the development of the Regional Pest Management Plan 2030-
2040

Resolution number WH/2025/73
MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member W Piper:
That the Whau Local Board:

a) whakahei /welcome the opportunity to provide feedback following the 'Let's
Protect Our Environment' early public consultation which will inform the
development of the Regional Pest Management Plan 2030-2040.

b) whakamihi / thank Whau residents who submitted on Let’s Protect Our
Environment 2024 public consultation.

c) tutohu/recommend incentivising the desexing of domestic / pet cats by
implementing a Responsible Cat Ownership License (RCOL) providing lower
annual cat registration costs for desexed cats.

d) tautoko /support regulations banning domestic/pet cats being taken to offshore
islands and recommend implementing an island-appropriate Responsible Cat
Ownership Licence (RCOL) for those owned by island residents.

e) tautoko /supportthe mandatory desexing of domestic / pet cats on offshore
islands and near areas of threatened species habitat, noting the need to control
the cat-borne toxoplasmosis parasite which poses a threat to Hector’s and Maui
dolphins.

f) tono / request advice on equitable processes for Auckland Council to provide
some funding support for desexing domestic / pet cats.

g) tautoko /support measures to control the abandoned / stray cat population,
noting the threat such a population poses to the M6t Manawa Marine Reserve
in the Whau local board area.

h) tautoko / support mandatory microchipping of all domestic/pet cats and
registration on the Companion Animal Register.
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i)

tono / request investigation of the proposal for domestic/pet cats to be
contained to their owner’s property, noting that this is requirement is common
in a number of overseas countries.

1) tautoko / support all proposed marine and freshwater biosecurity measures,
including a clean anchor chain rule, marine and lake invasive species
management and the banning of banning motorised boats from Lake Tomarata
to help prevent the spread of freshwater pests and to protect shoreline
vegetation.

k) tautoko /support measures to enable increased climate change resilience in
Auckland Council’s management of the natural environment.

CARRIED
17 Te Ara Hura 2027 - PCF maintenance contracts programme local board feedback
report

A feedback form containing the board’s responses to specific questions on parks and
community facilities maintenance was tabled for this item. A copy has been placed on the
official minutes and is available on the Auckland Council website as a minutes attachment.
Resolution number WH/2025/74

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member W Piper:
That the Whau Local Board:

a) whakahei /welcome the opportunity to provide feedback on Te Ara Hura 2027 —
Parks and Community Facilities maintenance contracts programme.

b) tuhi tipoka / note its disappointment at the lack of consultation with local
boards by the Revenue, Expenditure and Value Committee prior to the passing
of resolutions on 12 November 2024 around a recommended option for full
facilities contracts.

c) tuhitipoka/ note its concern that local boards have limited control over
increased cost pressures created by full facilities contracts.

d) further note the expectation that increased cost pressures from the
maintenance contracts will be met by local board funding.

e) atete/oppose top-up funding from local boards, reduced service levels or asset
reprioritisation to deliver full facilities contracts.

f) guery whether increased cost pressures faced by local boards aligns with the
requirement to maintain the cost efficiencies attained in 2017.

g) further note that the budget process for the 2025/2026 financial year,
particularly the constantly changing figures for the Programmed contract,
creates uncertainty over whether current maintenance contracts “continue
current cost avoidance successes”.

h) express disappointment that full facilities contracts do not encourage local
procurement.

i) tautoko / support stronger mechanisms to deliver local priorities as well as to
engage local suppliers.

)] tuhi tipoka / note that the lack of practicality in the geographic spread of the
Programmed contract with the gulf islands being included with Whau, Albert
Eden and Puketapapa local boards and query whether such large contract areas
are desirable.
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K)

tautoko / support smaller contract areas, noting that all the current full facilities
contracts are held by overseas companies resulting in all profits from the
contracts leaving New Zealand.

)] tono / request that performance indicators and, whether the contracting
company is attaining those indicators, have greater clarity and transparency.
m) tuhi tipoka / note the lack of ability of local boards to get clear information and
to take action on issues of under-performance by the full facilities contract
companies.
n) query whether diversity targets are being achieved under the current full
facilities contracts, especially at middle and senior management levels.
0) strongly support all full facilities contracts employees receiving the living wage.
p) tuhi tipoka/ note the additional feedback included in the tabled form
(Attachment C).
CARRIED
Attachments

A 23 July 2025, Whau Local Board Item 17 - Local Board Feedback Form - Te Ara Hura

Full Facilities Maintenance Contracts

18 Multi-board Services Options
Resolution number WH/2025/75
MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member R Clow:
That the Whau Local Board:

a)

b)

c)
d)

f)

9)

whakahei / welcome the opportunity to provide feedback on the governance and
funding options and criteria for Multi-board Services.

tuhi tipoka / note that most of the Multi-board Services proposals could further
entrench disparities in assets across local boards, further noting that the Whau
Local Board area has fewer facilities than many other local boards.

do not support a shared governance model for all Multi-Board Services.

do support shifting the governance of pools and leisure facilities to the
Governing Body, noting the financial strain these facilities are placing on local
boards and further noting the Whau Aguatic and Recreation Centre is
scheduled for completion in 2032.

tuhi tipoka / note its concern that the board has been informed that the
proposed Whau Aquatic and Recreation Centre will only be 25 metres long,
meaning that serious and competitive swimmers will need to continue to travel
to neighbouring boards to access appropriate facilities which is short-sighted
as the needs assessment had identified lack of provision for the existing
population and also signalled a need to cater for future population growth
throughout the western corridor, spanning several board areas. A 50 metre pool
would provide more capacity and go some way to catering for future growth.

do not support funding options i), ii) and iii) as they will offset the spirit and
operation of Fairer Funding and further entrench disparities as noted in
Resolution b).

tautoko / support funding option iv), noting that that this option could
potentially align with shifting the governance of pools and leisure facilities to
the Governing Body.
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h)

do not support the criteria for a facility being considered for a Multi-board
service as:

i) the criteria does not include facilities for which the local board pays but
does not own, for example Whau Local Board funds the lease of the sports
fields at Avondale Racecourse for $393,000 per annum and these fields are
used by players across Auckland

ii)  the data used to determine where users of facilities reside is not robust

iii) the criteria does not include facilities which should be considered sub-
regional facilities, such as Te Uru Gallery.

CARRIED

19 Local board feedback on Auckland Council’s submission on proposed changes to
national direction under the Resource Management Act

Resolution number WH/2025/76
MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member R Clow:
That the Whau Local Board:

a)

whakahei / welcome the opportunity to give feedback on national direction
instruments under the Resource Management Act.

Package One: Infrastructure and development

b)

c)

d)

f)

9)

h)

tuhi tipoka / note that political expediency and pragmatism play a much greater
role in inefficient delivery of infrastructure and lack of long-term planning than
the current resource management system.

ahukahuka / acknowledge the need for more efficient infrastructure, but have
concerns that reducing the resource management consenting process could
result in lower quality and poorly planned infrastructure.

do not support the prioritising of economic factors over environmental factors
in the resource management system.

tuhi tipoka / note that the Package One documents assert that the current
resource management system does not recognise “the role of infrastructure
services in supporting the wellbeing, health and safety of people and
communities” and query how wellbeing and health factors will be managed if
the natural environment is of a lower priority than economic values.

tuhi tipoka / note its concern at the proposal to remove protection for
communities from the adverse impacts of infrastructure construction, such as
hours of operation, and further note that referring to such impacts as “sensitive
activities located nearby” devalues the importance of providing satisfactory
living conditions for residents exposed to such construction practices.

tuhi tipoka / note that “community needs for infrastructure” includes parks and
community facilities and request that these be added to the definition of
infrastructure.

tuhi tipoka / note its concern at the proposal to enable the installation of poles
with antenna onto the road reserve, further noting that the road corridor in
many Whau streets is extremely narrow.

tautoko / support additional housing being provided including granny flats, but
note its concern with introducing a new Environmental Standard to enable
these to be built by licensed building practitioners while over-riding other
planning rules, as:
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)

k)

)] planning oversight is required on the location of such dwellings to ensure
granny flats are not constructed without engineering mitigations on the
Whau area’s many flood plains and overland flow paths

i)  with a high level of brownfields intensification, the local board is already
concerned that our water, wastewater and storm water systems are at
capacity in a number of our local areas

iii) the Whau local board area has been the location of incidences of
substandard, overcrowded housing for migrant workers and has concerns
that reduced planning oversight of granny flats may result in an increase
in substandard housing for our most vulnerable residents

iv) planning oversight is also essential to reduce the risk of substandard
dwellings being built with consequent risks to public health.

tautoko / support increased opportunities for papakainga housing, but note its
concerns that:

i) applying an urban approach and rules to housing in a rural context is
inappropriate, especially the level of intensification enabled and allowing a
setback of only 3 meters

ii)  having few minimum standards could result in very low-quality housing,
with a consequent risk to residents’ health and a loss of amenity.

tautoko / support arisk-based approach to natural hazards, noting that flooding
is the highest natural hazard risk in the Whau local board area.

Package Two: Primary Sector

1)

9))

q)

tono / request that legislative changes made under this package do not
prioritise economic growth over environmental protection, as this is likely to
result in irreversible harm to our natural environments.

tautoko / support a more enabling approach to marine aquaculture but request
that changes in practice are accompanied by increased biosecurity monitoring.

tuhi tipoka / note that the bar to increasing flexibility for marine aquaculture
should be higher given the precarious state of our harbours and gulfs.

tuhi tipoka / note concerns regarding the uncertain outcomes of the proposed
changes to the Coastal Policy Statement, especially given significance of the
coastal environment to Maori.

tautoko / support arisk-based approach to the management of slash under the
NES for Commercial Forestry noting the devastation experienced by some
communities when flooding and landslides have relocated slash.

atete / oppose moving LUC3 land from the definition of highly productive land
in order to enable more greenfield development, because:

i) productive land is required for food production and climate change may
impact the productivity of many areas

ii) as aprimary producing nation, New Zealand cannot afford to reduce the
amount of productive land it has

iii) removing LUC3 would be highly detrimental to our kai sovereignty

iv) greenfield development requires extensive infrastructure, placing high
costs on ratepayers, and exacerbates already damaging urban sprawl

v)  Whau Local Board supports brownfield intensification with adequate
infrastructure as the cost of updating existing infrastructure is less than
providing full infrastructure to newer areas.
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t)

vi) this proposal does not align with the Auckland Unitary Plan or the
Auckland Development Strategy.

consequently, oppose the establishment of Special Agricultural Areas as these
will provide insufficient productive land to counteract that lost to the removal of
LUC3 from the definition of highly productive land.

atete / oppose mining and quarrying on wetlands and significant ecological
areas as these are finite resources which are already under significant threat in
Aotearoa and should be protected, including from livestock.

tuhi tipoka / note that endangering wetlands will have impacts on the health of
our entire ecosystem, and cause further harm to the nation’s environment and
economy, as well as undermining the work by many community groups and
volunteers to restore and protect wetlands across the motu.

Package Three: Options to Amend Freshwater National Direction

u)

v)

y)

tautoko / support the Auckland Water Strategy, especially te mauri o te wai, and
Auckland Council’s goal of becoming a water sensitive city.

tono / request that legislative change aligns with Auckland Water Strategy as
such an approach would give consistency to water management in Auckland
regardless of changes to the NPS-FM from respective governments.

tuhi tipoka / note that economic opportunities are inherently connected with the
quality and health of our water, and that ‘balancing’ the one with the other
makes no economic sense or environmental sense.

tuhi tipoka / note with concern that the reduced requirements for farmer-facing
regulations appear to walk back progress made collectively within this industry
over many decades, which included decreased use of nitrates.

tuhi tipoka / note that feedback on Package 4: Going for Housing Growth, will
be provided at the Whau Local Board business meeting on 6 August, to be
included in Auckland Council’s submission.

CARRIED

Note: Pursuant to Standing Order 1.9.7, Member W Piper abstained from voting, and asked that
his abstention from voting be recorded.

20 Reporting back decisions under delegation: Local board feedback on the Regulatory
Standards Bill

Resolution number WH/2025/77
MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member V Gascoigne:
That the Whau Local Board:

a)

whiwhi / receive the decision made under delegation on 19 June 2025 providing
feedback from the Whau Local Board on the Regulatory Standards Bill.

CARRIED

Note: Pursuant to Standing Order 1.9.7, Member W Piper abstained from voting, and asked that
his abstention from voting be recorded.
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23

24

Chair's Report - Kay Thomas
Resolution number WH/2025/78
MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Deputy Chairperson F Amosa:
That the Whau Local Board:
a) whiwhi/receive the verbal report from Chair Kay Thomas.
CARRIED

Hotaka Kaupapa / Governance Forward Work Programme
Resolution number WH/2025/79

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member W Piper:
That the Whau Local Board:

a) whiwhi/receive the Hotaka Kaupapa / Governance Forward Work Programme
for July 2025.

CARRIED

Whau Local Board Workshop Records

Resolution number WH/2025/80

MOVED by Chairperson K Thomas, seconded by Member R Clow:
That the Whau Local Board:

a) tuhi a-taipitopito / note the records of the workshops held on 4, 11 and 18 June
2025.

CARRIED

Te Whakaaro ki nga Take Pitea e Autaia ana | Consideration of Extraordinary ltems

There was no consideration of extraordinary items.

2.54 pm The chairperson thanked members for their attendance
and attention to business and declared the meeting
closed.

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD
AT AMEETING OF THE WHAU LOCAL BOARD HELD
ON
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